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NE morning, in the month of Janu- 
0 ary, an equipage ſtopt at the houſe 
of Mr. Searls, a banker in Lom- 

bard · ſtreet; out of which ſtept a perſon, 
of a benign aſpect, and genteel addreſs, 


whom Mr. Searls ſoon perceived to be 25 
Vol. I. B Mrs. 


a 


© 
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Mrs. Goodall, a widow lady, who fre- 


quently depoſited ſums in his hands. 


Having, welcomed her to town, and 


made ſome cordial enquiries after good 


«- Mr. Stedman, her ſteward, ** the banker 


informed her, he had received her laſt, 
bearing date the ſixth inſtant, and would 


have returned an anſwer, had ſhe not inti- 


- mated that he ſhould have the pleaſure of 


ſeeing her ſoon. - He then deſired to know 
her commands; which the, in a more con- 
ciſe mannner, anſwered, © were all ſum 


* med up in that letter.“ After he had 


aſſured her they ſhould be punctually per- 
formed, he deſired her to walk into his 


wife's apartment, who was then at break- 
faſt. Which offer ſhe accepted, and was 


by him conducted into Mrs. Searls's dreſ- 
| N 


* Mrs. Searls, though in the moſt ſplen- 


= did diſhabille, affected a ſurprize, at 82 


entrance of a ſtranger, obſerving, 


. was like her huſband's s breeding, to Va 


an eeny in without en, her 
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LUCY: WELLERS. * 
< with his intentions; notwithſtanding he 
knew ſhe was ſo fatigued at lady Ram- 
« ble's rout the night before, that ſhe could 
not put herſelf in a figure ta be ſeen,” | 
Ann: concluded, with ſaying, << the was. 

quite aſhamed to be caught in Kun a 


* frightful pickle!ꝰ 


T hough Mrs. Goodall was conſcious 
ſhe was much leſs indebted to dreſs than 
this lady, yet being a woman of more ſenſe; 
than to affect ſuch a trifling pre-eminence,! 
ſhe gave herſelf no trouble in returning the: 
apology in kind, but fell into the common 
chat of the town; in which Mrs. Searls's 
two daughters bore a conſiderable ſhare. 
But, as ſuch converſation, though ex- 
tremely entertaining at a tea table, would 
make but an indifferent figure upon paper, 
I chuſe to drop it, and proceed to the 
pictures of the family; at the head of 
which, I muſt place the miſtreſs, ſince her 
huſband had long been obliged to uin 
quiſh his prerogative. 


-She was large, fair, and though ty 


of forty, retained a ſufficient ſtock of beau- 
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ty, to prove that in her younger days, 
ſhe merited the epithet of handſome; but 
as her ſhape was never of the eaſy kind, 
her preſent corpulency added to her natu- 
ral clumſineſs; and her aukward imitation 
of that diſengaged manner which ſhe ob- 
\ ſerved in her genteel acquaintance, only 
ſerved to render it more conſpicuous. 


Her eldeſt daughter was the moſt com- 
plete piece of affectation that ever was be- 
held: She was about two and 

extremely thin, of a fallow complexion, 
with two little grey eyes, ſet very deep; 
and a fore head and noſe of an uncommon 
prominency. She was not over talkative, 

the only mark of wiſdom ſhe ſhewed, yet 
Was eſteemed an oracle in the family; and 

the few ſentences which iſſued from her 
lips, were regarded with the ſame reverence 
as if they had proceeded from the mouth 
of a Sibyll. Whenever ſhe thought pro- 
per to ſpeak, it was to expreſs her aſto- 
niſhment at the forwardneſs of the young 
women of her acquaintance, who could 
vouchſate to fit on the” next chair, or give 
. the 
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the leaſt attention to any converſation from | 
fellows. | 


Miſs Patty, &s youngeſt 4 i at- 
the age of eighteen, had attained to all that 
inſipid pertneſs, which in vulgar minds 
paſſes for vivacity and wit. She would 
have reſembled her mother, had not the 


ſmall-pox ſcarred her face, and enlarged _ 


her features. Her ſhape had ' ſuffered no 
leſs by ſcrewing, to contract it into the fize 
of her ſiſter's, and that bulk, which would 
have had no diſagreeable effect, if the had 
but allowed it room to diffuſe itſelf, had 
a quite contrary one, as by this expedient 
it all centered in her left ſhoulder. | 


The fourth figure in this 1 group, was a 
© young woman, of the ſame age with Miſs 
Patty; her face, and ſhape, were quite 
faultleſs, and there was ſo much inno- 
cence and ſenſibility in her countenance, 
as ſeemed to promiſe her mind equally 
poſſeſſed of them. But in this amiable 
young perſon, a viſible dejection might 
have been diſcerned, by leſs penetrating 
B 3 | eyes 
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eyes than thoſe of Mrs. Goodall. And 
though ſhe was habited in nothing more 
attractive than a clean waſhing night-gown, 
- the could not eſcape the notice of the viſi- 
tant; who, obſerving ſne was placed at a 
diſtant window, intent on a piece of needle- 
work, expreſſed ſome concern at her being 
ſituated ſo far from the reſt of the compa- 
ny. Mrs. Searls anſwered, She cannot 
* ſee in any other place, and it would be 
doing the girl an injury to take her from 
an employment by which ſhe muſt get 
der bread,” iz 


Mrs. Goodall ſtole a look at the young 
woman, and perceiving a bluſh ariſe in her 
face, which ſhe was ſorry to have occaſi- 


oned, without taking any notice of the in- 


ſinuation in Mrs. Searls's ſpeech, immedi- 
ately turned the diſcourſe on that uſeful 
part of female education; beſtowing many 
- _encomiums on young ladies that made 
ſo proper a uſe of their time; adding, it 
Was her opinion, that no condition, how- 
ever exalted, could exempt a woman 
* from performing the duties in her pro- 
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© vince, 
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© vince, as ſuch.“ And obſerved; it was 
recorded in hiſtory, that the habit Alex- 
ander wore, when he vanquiſhed Darius, 
was manufactured * the ran his 
iſters®, 


© Oh Madam ! © replied Mrs. Searls,” 
(with a contemptuous ſneer,) you are a 
« ſcholar, I perceive ; I wonder you did 
* not mention thoſe primitive Chriſtians 
Rachel, and Rebecca; I have heard they 
© condeſcended to draw water, and dreſſed 
their huſband's dinners. But what ſigni- 
fies what was done ſeven or eight hundred 

years ago, when there was no people 8 
0 * breathing? 


Here Mrs. Goodall was obliged to uſe 
her utmoſt efforts to ſuppreſs a  rifible in- 
clination. Mrs. Searls not obſerving her; 
went on. I think as you do, Madam, 
© that all ſuch low employments, are very 
« neceffary for girls, who have no fortunes, 
to be inſtructed in; but it would be ri- 
* diculous for us, people of condition, to 


* See Rollin's antient hiſt, = wy 
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« pore out our eyes, and ſpoil our ſhapes, 
_ ©. by ſitting dodging at our needle z not to 


mention how much. the doctors ſay, ſuch 
a liſe weakens the habit. "There is Mits 
« Searls, if 1 had educated her in ſuch 
mean notions, would have been a perfect 
Otamy; and Miſs Patty very likely had 
been as crooked as a ram's-horn.“ 


At this Mrs. Goodall muft have in- 
evitably burſt into a laugh, had not the 
banker opportunely entered the room, and 
turned the converſation, by informing that 
lady, that he had adjuſted the affair ſhe 
came upon. She roſe, and was about to 


uit the room, when Mr. Searls inſiſted on 


her ſtaying to eat a bit of mutton. And 
though, it was highly probable, this mo- 


tion was not perfectly agreeable to his lady, 


good manners obliged her to ſecond it; 
and Mrs. Goodall was prevailed on to 
ſtay. However, ſhe conſented more in 
compliance with a deſire ſhe had to learn 
ſomething of the young beauty before 
mentioned, than to the preſſing intreaties 
of the maſter and miſtreſs of the houſe. 


She 


* «<7 » 
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She ordered her chariot home, and replaced 
herſelf in the ſeat ſhe had quired,” 


The morning being fac elapſed; the 
young ladies withdrew, to attend the im- 


portant affair of dreſs, when Mrs. Goodall 


being left alone with Mrs. Searls, (Who 
was now placed at her toilette,) began to 
be inquiſitive after the young perſon who 
had engaged her attention; obſerving © ſhe 
was extremely pretty.“ The girl is 
© well enough ! (anſwered the other) and 
I am miſtaken, if ſhe has not a better 
opinion of her perſon than other folks.“ 


I can hardly think- that poſſible, (return- 


ed the lady) © and muſt confeſs, I did 
not perceive any ſuch conſciouſneſs in 


© her looks, or behaviour; ſhe ſeems ex 


« tremely penſive.“ Tes, the girl is a 


little given to melancholy, becauſe ſhe © 


has not wherewithal to frequent public 
places, with my young ladies. Indeed, 
* ſhe has had a very improper bringing up, 
for a poor orphan, as ſhe 1 is, that ar no- 
0 1 to truſt to. 


a The 


; 10 The His Tory of. 


The manner in which theſe words were 


delivered, heightened the contempt Mrs. 
Goodall began to conceive for the perſon 


that uttered them, as much as they did 


| her compaſſion for the unknown: whoſe 


air and deportment ſeemed to pro- 


nounce her to be of no vulgar extraction. 
And the notion this lady had conceived, 


that ſome extraordinary accident had re- 


duced her circumſtances, induced her to 


enquire by what means ſhe came into that 


family ; not with an intent meerly to gra- 


tify a female curioſity, or to funiſh herſelf 
with a ſtory for the entertainment of the 
next company ſhe went into; but to find 
out, if it was poſſible for her to be any 
way inſtrumental in the relief of an inno- 
cent young creature, apparently 8 e 


ith grit 


Mrs. Searls, glad of an opportunity to 
communicate an account of misfortunes, 


ü : J. will not ſay, that ſhe rejoiced in, but 
that ſhe was ſo happy i in diſpoſition to be 


above feeling, related what you will find 
in the next chapter. 


C HAP. 
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Which lets the reader into the character of. 
a fond parent, and careful guardian. 


E left Mrs. Searls, going to ob- 
lige her viſitant with a recital 
which ſhe was as impatient to give as the 
other to hear. To be ſure, madam,” ſaid + 
ſhe, the girl you enquire. after, is very 
« well born: but what ſignifies that, as ſhe - + 
has no money? for my part, I have no 
notion of a begging gentle woman. Her 
father's name was Wellers; he lived 
in the weſt of England, and had an 
eſtate of better than a thouſand a year 12 
but it was entailed on the male heir. 
He had, beſides, a pretty fortune with his 
wife, but was ſo careleſs, poor man! 
that he preſently ran through that. He 
was, I muſt ſay, notwithſtanding his ex- 
travagance, a mighty good-natured man, 
and never denied any body any thing in 
his power; ſo indulgent a father, that he 
never contradicted his children. He had 
only two daughters; the youngeſt of. 
B 6 -: which 
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* which is the girl you ſaw: Lucy was 
four years old when her mamma died; 
© her ſiſter was about ſixteen, and thought 
* herſelf capable of managing the affairs 
of the family; but Mr. Wellers had an 
© inclination to another ſort of houſe-keep- 
© er, and being too kind a father to marry 
to the detriment of his children, he took 
.* a miftreſs into his houſe, to the great 
. © vexation of Molly, his eldeſt daughter. 
© Her pride could not brook a ſuperinten- 
« dant; for both the girls inherited the 


= ſpirit of their poor mother, and appear 


© to have little of their father's ſweet diſ- 
© poſition. © However, they ſay, one ſhould 


not ſpeak ill of the dead; but as there is 


nothing I deteſt like a proud ſpirit, I 
© can't help ſaying it. Molly's pride 
© cauſed her to lead a very uneaſy life at 
© home; ſo madam, in a year or two, 
thought proper to run away with a 

young fellow, who was clerk to a Weſt⸗ 
6 India merchant. 


© Mr. We'lers, with his uſual good-na- 
| « ture forgave her! P and gave her three 


. | hundred 
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© hundred pounds, but had the diſcretion 
never to ſee her after. This girl, hav- 
ing play'd him ſuch a ſlippery trick, he 
was adviſed, when Lucy was turned of 


ſeven, to ſend her out, leſt ſhe ſhould 
follow her ſiſter's example : accordingly, 


be placed her at one of the moſt expen- 


ſive boarding-ſchools in town; where 
ſhe remained till about ſix months ago. 
When her father died he appointed Mr. 


Scarls executor to his will, and guardian 


to his daughter Lucy, with only the 
paltry ſum of two hundred pound, 


for all his trouble; and no body can con- 
* ceive- how much he has had, and is ſtill 
© likely to have: for the poor gentleman 
left all his affairs at ſixes and ſevens,! He 


willed, that after his juſt debts were diſ- 
charged, his daughter Lucy ſhould have 
the remainder; and her guardian has 
ſo carefully, as to preſerve an 
hundred and 10 n for her ſhare, 


« As ſoon as be had 10 fs ſettled af. 
fairs, he took Lucy from ſchool, where 


#0 indeed 


6 ſhe could no longer be maintained; and 
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indeed had no-occaſion for an education 
proper for a twenty thouſand pound for- 


tune, for-ſhe was taught muſic, dancing, 
French, and Italian. They tell me, he 


can uſe her pen with great .eaſe, in two 
or three languages; but for my part, I 
© think, as Mr. Searls often ſays, one 


c tongue is enough for a woman.“ 


Perhaps too much,” inerrrphed Mrs. 
Goodall, but ſince no perſon can make 
© uſe of two at the ſame inſtant, I have of- 
* ten- wiſhed, (when an impertinent wo- 
© man has been dinning nonſenſe in my 
fears, ) that ſhe could have made uſe of 
every language but thoſe I underſtood : 
but I beg I may not interrupt you, ma- 
« dam.” 1 


Mrs. Searls then proceeded; *- Mt, 
« Searls, was indebted fifty pounds to 
Mr. Wellers at the time of his death, 


- © and he, finding his ward would have 8 


little, would have paid for her board 
© out of it, until we could tell what to do 
= © with her: * this ſeheme Jobjected to; 


for, 


L 
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for, though it may not be right to ſound 
one's own praiſe, I muſt own, I always 
thought it juſtice, to fulfil the will of 
the dead to a tittle; and therefore, as the 


« gentleman had expreſly enjoined the pay- 


» 


» 
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ment of his debts, for Mr. Searls to 
have done as he propoſed, ' would have 
been againſt the expreſs deſire of the de- 


© reaſed. At the ſame time, that Lucy 


might be no loſer by my juſtice, I propo- 
ſed to take her into my family, and give 
her her board, for half a year, or till we 
could fix upon a proper ſettlement for 
her. 1 could think of nothing at firſt; 


but placing her in ſome reputable ſervice, 


and offered to recommend her to a bra- 
zier's lady of my acquaintance, who 
wanted a young body, to fit in her 


nurſery, and wait upon her children. 


You may depend upon it, ſhe learnt no 


ſort of buſineſs at ſchool : indeed I know © 


nothing ſhe was taught that can be of 
any ſervice to her, except to. work at 
her needle, and caſt accompts - 


Poor thing! cried Mrs. Goodall, - 1 


« pity ber! for certainly ſuch an education 
6 « muſt 
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© muſt render her very unfit for the place 
«you. propoſed : what ſaid ſhe to it? 
© Why, truly Madam was in her airs; 
at the bare mention of it her proud 
_ < ſpirit brought tears into her eyes; ſhe 
 < ſaid, ſhe hoped the little money ſhe had 
as ſufficient to bind her out to ſome 
trade: and propoſed a milliner s. Now 
that, you know, would not ſuit her po- 
« yerty; for my own milliner, I have heard, 
* had ſeveral hundred pounds to ſet up 
with, which this poor girl never can 
have. So I am thinking to get my 


© mantua-maker to take her; and by that 
© time ſhe has learnt to earn her living, 


„ intend to deſire Mr. Searls, to marry 
* her to one of his under clerks ; and that 
* will be a very handſome proviſion for 
her. I don't wonder you condemn her 
© education; for ſurely ſuch a one, is only 
fit to fill girls heads with intriguing no- 
tions, and if they have: ſmall fortunes, 
« tis abſolute ruin: there is Miſs Searls's, 
I believe, will be as handſome fortunes as 
© moſt about town, and in dreſs and beha- 
_ © viour, I flatter myſelf are excelled by fer 


young 
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« young ladies of the beſt faſhion; yet 
they have received no inſtruction but 

from . and their N maſter'- 


That moment the application of a — 
to the tip of her tongue, gave Mrs. Good- 
all an opportunity of putting in a word. 
] am ſorry (ſaid that lady) you ſhould fo 
* miſtake me, as to imagine I condemn - 
a a liberal education. When I pitied Miſs 
»Wellers, it was not becauſe ſhe had re- 
* ceived ſuch advantages; but ſince 1 
_ + perceive qualifications that might enable 
her to grace any condition, are either 
overlooked, or regarded to her diſadvan- 
tage, meerly from the unhappy ſituation 

© of her circumſtances, Tmuſt confeſs, 1 
* ſcarcely know an object more deſerving 
* commiſeration.” 


: , : 


She chen aired to many invettives 
againſt the vices and careleſsneſs of ſome 
parents, whoſe lenity to their children 
proceeds frequently from an indolent, ra- 
ther than a good diſpoſition.” And ob- 
22 no man ought to be deemed a 
* kind 
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© kind parent, who, whatever exterior 
« fondneſs he might ſhew for his offspring, 
© does not, as far as in his power, make 

* proviſion e anon contingencies which all 
© are liable to. 


A 1 now entering, informed the 
ladies that dinner waited. The converſa- 
tion at table was too general to be here 
related. Mrs. Goodall's eyes and diſcourſe 
were frequently turned to Miſs Wellers, 
whoſe modeſt and appoſite replies, ſerved 
to confirm the good opinion ſhe had con- 
ceived of the underſtanding and N 
tion of that young lady. 


After tea, Mrs. Searls gave her vilitane 

a hint that it was time to depart, by ſay- 
ing to Miſs Wellers, © I am afraid you 
won't beſo good-natured to take Miſs 
into your lap, though. the dear creature 
is too ill to go with us to the play, and 


II édon't like to truſt her to the care of 


* ſervants.” Mrs. Goodall upon this ſaid, 


* You are going out then, madam ? I or- 
$ ma my chariot about this time ;. but if 


© It 
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„it is not ready, I beg I may not detain 
you: as I perceive Miſs Wellers is not to 
© be of the party, I ſhall be very agreea- 
_ * bly entertained with her converſation. 
And if the child you mention is well 
enough to come into the room, we. will 
* endeavour to divert ber. #5. Þ 


This ſpeech proceeded 3 Puke her 
_ humanity ; but gueſs the lady's ſurprize, 
when ſhe underſtood the indiſpoſed was 
no other than a little mangy ſpaniel. She 
could not help bluſhing at this informa - 
tion. Mrs. Searls made many apologies 
on account of her engagement, which, ſhe 
ſaid, was occaſioned by a card ſhe had 
received from Lady Ramble, deſiring 
her to meet her at the play, and ſhe 
* would not for the univerſe diſappoint her 
* ladyſhip.* © Beſides, Ma'am,” added Miſs 
Patty, Mr. Garrick plays to night; and 
I die, if I don't ſee him: and then, 
there is to be a harlequin entertainment, 
and I love that of . in life.? 


And don't you die too, madam, !* (Gaia 
| Mrs. Goodall, MORE a Wellers) to 
ſee 
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ſiee this famous actor? She replied, ſne 
had heard ſo much of his performances, 

that the ſhould be very well pleaſed to ſee 
; Him, in ſome favourite character; adding, 
ſhe imagined of all the public diverſions in 
town, the- theatres were the moſt rational. 
At the ſame time acknowledged her opi- 
nion was grounded on the report of others, 
as ſhe herſelf was a ſtranger to them; and 
yet ſhe could not but think that might be 
erroneous; otherwiſe ſhe could not account 
for the conduct of many perſons, who ſa- 
erificed their health and fortunes, in the 
purſuit of ſuch pernicious and trifling 
amuſements as they had been aw uy 
to her. 2 


205 "A very glad, ' (anſwer Mrs. RY 
with a ſcornful ſmile) your ſentiments are 
ſo well adapted to your circumſtances : 
for ſurely, child, it would be prepoſter- 
ous in you, to pretend a taſte for diver- 
ſions, calculated purely for us people of 


.  * faſhion. But I am afraid a ſpice of envy 


* lurks under this ſeeming moderation ; 
. and as you are a great eager, 1 adviſe 
FA * you 
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you to look into Eſop's fables, where 
e eee fox 2 


grapes.“ | bed 


Mes. Goodall hed, < Thar fable, as 
vou obſerve, madam, is only applicable 
to the envious; but I believe Miſs Wel- 
lers has too much diſcernment to envy 
© any one the enjoyment. of pleaſures 
that muſt be attended with the ſacrifices 
* ſhe mentions : and ſince you have quot- 
ed one wiſe fabuliſt, give me leave to 
recommend another to your peruſal; 
L' Eſtrange, I think, will furniſh you 
* with the fable of the boys and the 


© Irogs. 


Mrs. Searls reddened, ang te the 
lady's manner of expreſſing herſelf, it was 
a retort, her reading having never reached 
ſo far as to comprehend the true meaning; 
yet ſuſpecting the application would not 


be to her advantage, ſhe was about to make 


a reply, which came with ſuch difficulty, 
that the entrance of a ſervant, who in- 
formed the ladies their coaches waited, 
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put it out of her head. Mrs. Goodall 
took a civil leave, deſiring Mrs. Searls to 
bring Miſs Wellers with her, when ſhe 
came to Albemarle- ſtreet. She anſwered 
coolly, Miſs ſhall wait on you ſome morn- 
ing.“ And the ladies ſtept into their re- 
me vehicles. 


CHAP. 1Il. 


If the reader has not yet found an opiate 
in this work, he is here preſented with 
an approved recipe for one. 


N the coach which drove off with the 
banker's wife and daughters, a pro- 
found ſilence prevailed, for the length of a 
ſtreet; when Miſs Patty, unable to bear 
ſo painful a taciturnity, broke through it 
with, La, ma'am, , I think that old wo- 
man has infected us with her ſtupidity ! 
* I wonder what papa meant by bringing 
her out of the dining-room to diſturb 
us?“ 


© To be Care; my dear, (anſwered the 
mother,) © your Papa finds his account in 
nt, 
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© it, otherwiſe he would not have troub- 
© led us with her company.“ © I have of- 
© ten been ſurpriſed, (ſaid the eldeſt 
daughter) © that a lady of your good ſenſe 
could bear with the impertinent people 
that wait upon my papa about his naſty 
« buſineſs. I am ſure I would not con- 
deſcend ſo much to any of his ſex: Why 
don't you perſwade him, madam, to take 
a a houſe at t other end of the town, near 
Lady Ramble? 45 


Why, child, (replied Mrs. Searls) © 1 
have uſed all the arguments I could, in 
« vain, for he is poſſeſſed with ſuch a no- 
tion of wearing a gold chain, that I ve- 
rily believe he would not quit his pre- 
<* tenſions to it for a coronet.* * To be 
* ſure, anſwered Miſs Searls, © every bo- 
* dy muſt be ſenſible my papa has done 
many actions that deſerve the chain, 
but every one don't meet with their deſerts 
in this world; and I thought the ill ſuc- 
* ceſs he has met with had made him lay a- 
ide all thoughts of the en © Why 
* ſo?” ſaid Mrs, Searls, * Why ſnould not 
1 i he 


Lag 
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© he ſucceed as well as Barnard? I fuppole 
© he in a8 rich.” 


© But, man,” anſwered Patty, Sir 


John, they fay, has a fine head - piece; 
now, I don't know whether papa'—— 


Child, interrupted Mrs. Searls, if 
© your papa's head is not as well furniſh- 
© ed as any in the city, tis none of my 
© fault. Isn't it ſtrange, continued 
Patty, papa can't wait upon us to-night ?” 
© He is better where he is,“ returned the 
mother, there's no occaſion that he ſhould 
be always tied to one's apron-ftring.* 


This fort of converſation continued till 
they reached the Old houſe, where we will 
leave them, commenting on the dreſſes 
of the audience and actors, and return to 


Mils Wellers, who was peruſing Mr. Ad- 


diſon's viſion of Mirza. Her attention was 
called off by the ſound of voices in the 
next room, which a good deal alarmed her, 
as Mr. Searls uſually took the key of it 
in * 9 on account of his papers 
that 


5 
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that were there depoſited. Imagining he was 
gone to the club, as he ſaid he was go- 

ing out with that intention, ſhe ſtept ſoftly 
to the door, to liſten, and diſtinctly heard 
him parlying with his wife's maid, in a 
ſtrain very inconſiſtent with the ſanctity 
he carried in his countenance. The ſervant's 
-replies were in too low a voice, for her 
to be able to gueſs whether his diſcourſe 
met with approbation or not. 


To ſatisfy herſelf in this particular, ſhe 
rang the bell, and deſired to ſpeak with 
Mrs. Brett. She ſoon came to her, in 
an apparent confuſion, and: beg'd to know 
what ſhe wanted ? Miſs Wellers (looking 
ſtedfaſtly in her face,) ſaid, « Mrs. Brett, 
© T heard a noiſe in the next room, and 
© fearing ſome body had broke in, I went 
to liſten. Do you know who was there 
with your maſter ?* Brett conjecturing 
from this ſhe had made a diſcovery, an- 
ſwered, when my maſter went out, he 
left the key with me, that I might duſt 
the furniture, for he never lets any of the 
< inferior ſervants go into that room; and 
Vor. I. C « whilſt 
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* whilſt I was there, he came home for 
* ſome bills out of his ſcruitore ; and 
* whether he was in liquor or no, I can't 
tell, but he behaved in a ſtrange manner, 
and locked the door. I told him, if he 
did not open it, I would raiſe the houſe, 
for I valued my virtue above all his 
* 7 . And made ſuch a piece of work, 

that you heard me, no doubt. He then 
let me out; but he frightned me ſo, that 
I am determined to tell my lady of it, 
and leave the houſe to-morrow. And I 
© would adviſe you, madam, to get out 
of his clutches, for he is a dangerous 


man. 


ow Where ſhould I go * anſwered the 
young lady, T have = Fiend to-grant 

me an aflylum, . and if I leave my guar- 
„ dian, who will take me in ?* Oh, Madam,“ 


- aid Brett, ſuch a young lady as you 


need not fear meeting with friends: I 
have an old aunt that cannot live for 
ever, and whenever ſhe dies I ſhall be a 
_ * houſe-keeper myſelf, and then no body 
hall be more welcome than Miſs Wel- 
lers to an apartment in my houſe.” 

3 The 
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The young lady replied, c |, yt .are 
. extremely obliging, but I hope I ſhall - 
not long be troubleſome to any body; 
for I am determined not to let my guar- 
« dian reſt, till he has bound me to a 
milliner. And if I ſhould not have mo- 
ney ſufficient to ſet up for myſelf, I can 
earn a very comfortable ſubſiſtence as a 
journey- woman. And I think, Mrs. 
© Brett, as you have repulſed your maſter, 
< you have no occaſion to divulge his be- 
© haviour to your, miſtreſs, or leave your 


« place ſo abruptly ;-for that may cauſe an 
. irreparable breach between them. And 
c though I am under no obligations to the 
family. I would intreat you to ſtay a 


« little longer, rather than diſturb the peace 
© of it. Since Mr, Searls knows your ſen- 
c timents, it is not probable he ſhould 
< mgleſt you for the future. And you 
6 may give your, miſtreſs proper warning, 

© and leave her, without letting her into a 


5 ſecret which muſt ; afford. het uncalineſs, | 


and can do you. no ſervice. 


C 2 Madam,“ 
9 
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Madam, anſwered Brett, what you 
* © fay is very good and charitable. I am 
_ © ſure I am no miſchief-maker, and per- 
© haps I was too ſoon frightned. Though 
© what woman that has lived in reputation, 
© as I have done, would not have been af- 
fronted? For my ſhare, I cannot think 
but ſomebody had made my maſter 
drunk, for I have heard he would 
turn away any ſervant for the leaſt 
© miſdemeanor in regard to women ; and 
© every body knows he reads the bible 
'© whenever he has ſpare time: I don't 
© queſtion but you have often heard him; 
for if twenty people came into the room, 
he would go on as loud as if he was by 
< nimſelf : he made me a preſent of one, | 
< when I was but a girl in his neighbour- | 
* hood; and therefore putting all things ' 
_ © together, T think I will ſtay a little lon- 
© ger, ſince it is your opinion I may ſafely. 
£ But really, madam, if I was in your place, 
© I would accept the offer my maſter has 
' © made you, of going to Mrs. Santloe, | 

the mantua maker; for I underſtand he 
© never will conſent to the other buſineſs 
: C for 


* 
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for you. And if you ſhould not like, 


* when you are there, I may be fixt in 
© the manner 1 mentioned, and then you 
* may come to me. For I muſt ſay, I 


* pity the life you lead; and tho” I am 


but a 290 L would x not change places 


6 with you,” 


She fo frequently repeated her deteſtation 


of Mr. Searls's late behaviour to her, and 


talked ſo largely of her own innocence, 
that Miſs Wellers began to conceive a ve- 
ry good opinion of her; eſpecially as her 
conduct, ſince that young lady had been in 
the family, had been very prudent. They 
converſed together the whole evening; and 
as Brett was turned of thirty, and ſeemed 
not unacquainted with the world, Miſs 
Wellers began to think her the moſt eon- 


verſable perſon in the houſe. But it grows 
time to leave her to her repoſe, and to ſee 


what became of Mrs. Goodall after quit- 
ting the banker's. She had conceived ſo 
great an affection for Miſs Wellers, and 
ſuch indignation at the treatment ſhe met 
with from her guardian's family, that ſhe 

FT AY | deter- 
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determined to uſe her utmoſt endeavours, 
to free her from the worſt kind of ſlavery 
an ingenuous mind can ſuffer. 


To this end, ſhe went next morning to 
the ſchool in which Mifs Wellers had paſſed 
ten years, in order to examine into her 
behaviour whilſt ſhe was there. Mrs. 
Goodall had a long conference with the 
governeſs, who beſtowed great encomiums 
en Miſs Wellers, and ſaid it was with the 
utmolt regret ſhe parted with her ; and had 
not her guardian promiſed ſhe ſhould live 
with him, and be treated as his daughters, 
fhe would have deſired no gratuity for her 
continuance with her, till ſhe had been 
fettled for life. But Mr. Searls did not 


chuſe to leave her under her care, and with- 


out his conſent ſhe could not detain her. 
The governeſs then expatiated largely on 
the piety, bumility, good-nature, and 
good- ſenſe, of her pupil; commending the 
ſpeedy progreſs ſne made in attaining all 
the accompliſhments requiſite to form an 
agreeable woman. 


Mrs. 


— 
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* Goodall, highly pleaſed. with the 
reſult of her inquiries, returned to her own. 
houſe, being fully determined to make 
Miſs Wellers an offer of living with her. 
As the reader is now ſomewhat acquainted 
with the merit of this young perſon, he 
will not wonder Mrs. Goodall, being a 
ſingle woman and living. alone, ſhould 
make this offer, in order to lay an obliga- 
tion on an agreeable companion,” who from 
the ſenſe of gratitude, would accompany 
her in ſolitude, and be a relief ta many me- 
lancholy hours. But I muſt inform him, 
that that good lady had too much great- 
neſs of ſoul, and too great a deſite to re- 


ward virtuous merit, to be actuated by any. - - 


ſuch ſelfiſh. motive. And I really believe 
had the object been leſs amiable, and in 
the like diſtreſs, ſne would have acted as 
ſne did. Miſs Wellers being under age, 
Mrs. Goodall thought it neceſſary to ob- 
tain her guardian's conſent to her removal, 
before ſhe acquainted her with her deſign. 
This ſcheme had taken up her thoughts 
the remaining part of the day; and the 
C 4 © pleaſing 
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pleaſing hopes of being inſtrumental in re- 
lieving an innocent young woman from op- 


preſſion, and raifing her from a ſtate of 


deſpondency, lulled her into a repoſe, un- 
known to the ambitious ſtateſman, de- 
figning lover, or mercenary miſer. 


But Ieft any of my readers ſhould ima- 


-  gine ſuch an opiate is not to be purchaſed 


but at the expence of the paſſions, I beg 


leave to inform them, that by retaining 


and employing them all, this lady procured 


that balmy ſleep in which we left her. For 


her ambition foared above the higheſt fub- 
Junary honours, and aimed at nothing leſs 


than a never-fading crown in the regions 


of blifs. The unfeigned love that ſhe | bore 


to her great Creator and Redeemer, and 
which diffuſed itſelf to all his works, was 


conſpicuous enough to prove ſhe had not 
diſcarded that paſſion. And fo covetous 
was ſhe, as not to content herſelf with the 


riches and intereft of this periſhable world, 


but choſe to depolite hers in that treafury 
8 * where neither moth or ruſt doth corrupt.“ 
| But 
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'But for a farther account of this lady 1 


refer the reader to ſome other opportunity, 
and ſhall now bring him to 


CHAP. IV. 


Which contains an interview between Mrs. 
Goodall and the banker. 


N order to perform my promiſe of bring- 
ing the reader a little more acquainted 
with the lady whom we left happily ſlum- 
bring, I muſt inform him, that ſhe was 
one of the coheireſſes of a worthy and weal- 
thy baronet ; and for twenty years the wife 
of a gentleman of diſtinguiſhed merit and 
fortune, by whom ſhe had one ſon. This 
young gentleman, at the age of twenty 
had contracted an indiſpoſition, by too in- 
tenſe an application to his ſtudies. His 
phyſicians pronounced him far gone in a 
conſumption, and adviſed him to go to 
the ſouthern parts of France, whither his 
indulgent mother attended him; and had 
the mortification to bring him back in 
his coffin, A circumſtance that muſt 
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greatly enhance her grief. She was a ſin- 


- Cere mourner for cbe 108 of this promiſing 


youth; but the true ſenſe ſhe had of the 
duty of reſignation to the divine will, and 
a a conſciouſneſs that the deceaſed was duly 
prepared for his exit, enabled her to beat 
this ſevere ſtroke, not only without repin- 
ing, but with ſome degree of alacrity. 


She was, at the time ſhe became ac- 
quainted with Miſs Wellers, in the ſeven- 
teenth year of her widowhood, and the 
fifty-ninth of her age. She enjoyed a join- 


ture of fifteen-hundred pounds a year, 
which ſhe managed with ſuch economy, 


is Joe <6 aba of the figure ſhe made in 
her huſband's life, and yet beftowed annu- 
ally ſome hundred pounds in charity; for 
to that uſe, ſhe appropriated all ſhe could 
fave out of her income: not, that ſhe 
beſtowed her alms indiſcriminately on alt 


who under pretence of poverty were re- 


commended to her notice, but carefully ex- 
amined into the merit of the objects; and 


ſuch who, by unavoidable loſſes in trade, 
yere become indigent; induſtrious perſons 
that 
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that laboured under the preſſure of ſickneſs, 
or had large families to ſupport; young 
deſerted orphans, and widows who lived 
reputably; ſuch were the objects of ber 
bounty, both in town and country. Her 
domeſticks were moſt of them grown grey 
in her ſervitude; which by her humanity 
was rendered ſo light, that they preſerred 
a continuance under her hoſpitable roof | 
to any other ſettlement. | | 


This lady, the morning after the had 
been at the boarding-ſchool, diſpatched a 
card to Mr, Searls, © deſiring to ſpeak 
with him upon buſineſs.” And in a few 
hours after the receit of it, he was making 
his bows, and deſiring to know her plea- 
ſure.“ The lady replied, I can't tell, 
Mr. Searls, what you will think of me, 
'* when I aſſure you I have a great incli- 
nation to deprive you of a treafure that 
is in your poſſeſſion.? © Madam?!” (in- 
terrupted the banker) * Nay,” (continued 
the lady) * I was almoſt tempted to ſteal, 
but my confcicnce would not permit me 
* without acquainting you, that if you 

C 6 ſhould 
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| a countenance in which the ſtrongeſt marks 


of- aſtoniſhment appear'd) that I ſhould 
ſuſpect a lady of your goodneſs can be 


© guilty of felony ! eſpecially as I have had 


* ſuck. high proofs of your juſtice in all 


my dealings with you, particularly in the 


* roan gelding that I purchaſed laſt ſpring, 
© of good Mr. Stedman your ſteward. 
You will pardon" me, madam, if I do 

* not readily comprehend your meaning. * 


= Indeed (replied Mrs. Goodall) I have 


no defign upon your money; but ſhould 
be glad to rob you of the company of 


your pretty ward. She ſeems to be un- 


der a dejection of ſpirits, which change 


© your leave, I would take her with me 


into che country. 


* 


e T o be ſure, madam, miſs Lucy i is not 


r 


merry as i could wiſh : though 
| 6 1 


* 
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I cannot gueſs what ſhould diſturb her; 
ſhe is not the firſt young woman that 
* has had a good bringing up, and been 

«* diſappointed of a portion. And ever 
« ſince the has been in my houſe, ſhe has 
© had no lack of any thing. I have allowed 
her to ſit at table with my wife and 
daughters, as if ſhe had been a relation. 
And if ſhe had paid thirty pounds 
« per annum for her board, ſhe could not 
© have lived better: tis true, my wife does 


not think it proper to take her out a viſit- 


ing, becauſe ſhe has no cloaths fit to ap- 
« pear with her in, now ſhe is in mourn- 
ing: for the ſame reaſon ſhe cannot car- 

ry her to any public diverſions ; but 1 
have more than once offered to treat her 
« with a play in the two ſhilling gallery, 
© and would have ſent a ſervant with her, 
© but ſhe always ſlighted ſuch favours. 


And I doubt ſhe is too proud to accept 
your offer. Neither do I think ſhe is fit 


to wait upon you: though I would by 


* no means hinder her of a good place, © 


yet I muſt ſay ſhe is young; and I queſ- 
tion whether ſhe is enough acquainted 
+ with buſineſs for your ſervice. | , 


. 
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* 1 am a r ſir,? (replied Mrs. Goodall, 

with as grave an air as ſhe could poſſibly 
aſſume) you ſhould ſo miſtake my inten- 
© tions, as to think I ſhould deſire to take 
© a young lady of Mifs Wellers's birth 
© and accompliſhments, on the footing of 
* a menial ſervant. No, ſir, I think ſhe is 
* qualified to make me a ſocial friend, and 
© agreeable companion; and in that capa- 
city I ſhould be glad of her company.” 


2 ſuppoſe, madam, you know what 


Miss Lucy has to truſt to: and that 


© ſhe cannot demand her money till ſhe is 
full twenty-one years of age. Though, 
in conſideration of the regard I had for 
© her worthy father, I am ready to allow 
© her the full intereſt of it," at four per 
3 cent. 8 | 


- Sir, (anſwered the lady) I will en- 
4 gage that ſhe ſhall not take the principal 
T © out of your hands till you pleaſe. All 
] require of you is your conſent to put 
be Ver under my care. 


n Well, 


1 
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of Well, madam; I will conſider fab 
demand, and return you an anfwer in a 
few days: if you have no further huſi- 
© neſs with me at this time, I muſt hum 
© bly take my leave, for my preſence is 
< irnpatiently expected at the coutt of Huf- 
t 


Mrs. Goodall would not alter him to 
depart, till he had given her a promiſe of 
a ſpeedy reply. On his return home, he 
pondered upon this propoſition; And did 
not much reliſh it, as it would put his 
fair ward more out of his power chan he 
choſe. He had, indeed, wiſhed to femove 
her from his wife*s eye, of whoth he ſtood in 
fome awe, though he hid Tong ſince ceaſed 
to regard her in any other light than an 
incumbrance; yet, being of a Wardiy diſ- 


poſition, the afcendincy The had gained " 


whilſt her youth and Beauty laſted, was 
not ſo cafily to be recalled as His heart: 2 
And he ſtill continued, in appearance, to 
pay that homage to ber opinion that he 

had formerly thought e her * | 
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not that he now had the leaſt þ for 

ceeither. But he had been ſo accuſtomed to 
communicate his tranſactions to her, that 

be dared not to conceal the affair upon 


which he was that day ſummoned, as ſhe 
had ſeen the card, and was very inquiſi- 


tive about it. He ventured to acquaint 


her with what had paſſed at this viſit, hop- 
ing ſhe would find as much to object 
_ againſt complying with the lady's requeſt, 
as himſelf. When, contrary to his expec- 
tations, he found her not averſe to Mrs. 
; CO propolal. 


As the had not the 1 W her huſ- 


"= 13 had, for detaining his ward, ſhe was 


very well pleaſed with an expedient that 
would rid her of an obſerver, whoſe pru- 
dence and ſuperior talents had rendered 
her an object of envy and dread. And 


ds moſt people of Mrs. Searls's narrowneſs 


of ſoul, are apt to meaſure the generoſity 
of others by the low ſtandard of their 


on; ſhe, by this calculation, imagined. 


Mrs. Goodall deſigned Miſs Wellers for a 
. a kind of animal that city la- 
dae dies 


4 
. 
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dies are not intituled by their rank to keep. 
And therefore, as a final anſwer to all her 
huſband's objections, ſhe gave him to un- 
derſtand, in a peremptory tone, that it 
« was her will the girl ſhould go.“ 


Upon which declaration Miſs Wellers 
was called into the room, and acquainted 
by her guardian, (not without frequent in- 
terruptions from his wife) with Mrs. Good- 
all's intentions. He told her it was at her 
own option, either to accept the lady's of- 
fer, or prepare to go to Mrs. Santloe. She 


was deſired to conſider of it, and return 
0 her anſwer next day. 


When Miſs Wellers retired to her cham- 
ber, ſhe began ſeriouſly to reflect on the 
propoſals that had been made to her; and 
having conceived a veneration for Mrs. 


Goodall, from the time ſhe firſt ſaw her, 
and imagining a lady of her years and | 
character, could have no ſiniſter view in 
making her ſuch an offer, ſnhe came to a 
reſolution to accept it. The diſagreeable 
ſituation ſhe was in at this time, made eg - -- 
CO; 


W 
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She was juſt come to this determination, 
when Brett entered her chamber, making 
many apologies for intruding on her re- 
tirement ; but ſaid, ſhe could. not be eaſy 
till ſhe had aſked her the grounds of a 
report that was ſpread in the family, of 
their being likely to loſe the company of 
ſo accompliſned a young lady. 


Indeed, Mrs. Brett,“ (anſwered Miſs 
Wellers,) © I have been ruminating on the 
© kindneſs of Mrs. Goodall's' offer, and 
think it too advantageous to refuſe.” 
Are you, madam,” (returned the officious 
chamber-maid) then determined to go 
© moping with that crotched old woman 
© into the country? I thought you had 
© been a lady of better ipirit, than volun- 
© tarily to ſubmit to all the fancies of a 
© whimſical old woman, Alas! my dear 
of young lady, you know not the deceit 
_ © there is in the world, but you will re- 
c member my words one day. There is na 

« truſting 
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<'truſting to appearances. I know Mrs. 
Goodall has a thouſand maggots, which 
* muſt render her company inſupportable. 


Fou forget, ſure, Mrs. Brett :* (replied 
the young lady) did not you adviſe me 
to leave this houſe the firſt opportunity; 
and when can I meet with ſuch a one as 


* now preſents itfelf ?* 


Madam, anſwered Brett, I ſaid many 
things in my paſſion for which I now con- 
demn myſelf: but I am always ſo fluſter- _ 
ed, whenever my virtue is called in queſ- 
tion, that 1 have no guard upon my 
* torigue. However, I am convinced my 
« maſter was overtaken that night; and if 
he had been in his ſober ſenſes, he would 
© not have given me ſuch cauſe to be alarm 
ed. Yet I don't adviſe you to -continue 
in the family, as you muſt endure mam 
mortifications from the captious temper 
of my lady, and the young ones. You 
may go to Mrs. Santloe, who has too 
much good nature to lay you under any 
reſtraint; and your * when you have 
done 


e a 
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done work, will be all your own, You 
will have no body to ſay, Why do you 
this ? I can aſſure you her prentices take 
© a great deal of pleaſure, and go in and 
© come out as they like ; for ſhe is an ene- 
© my to all confinement. - Beſides, a great 
© many gentlemen. and ladies of faſhion 
© frequent her houſe, that you will not be 
_ © ſhut up like a nun, as you would be 
in Mrs. Goodall's frightful rambling old 
*. houſe, in the country. What I fay, ma- 
dam, is for your good; I wiſh you would 
not be too haſty, but conſult your pil 
2 low.' | 


The young lady replied, ſhe would con- 
ider of what ſhe had ſaid, and bid her 
adieu, ſaying, ſhe ſhould be glad to be left 
alone. Having made this declaration, Brett 
withdrew. . And I think it but manners to 
oa the ſame. 
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CHAP. v. 


An account of a correſpondence between 
a widow lady and Mr. Searls, with the 
reſult of it. 


FTER Brett had left Miſs Wellers, 

| ſhe paſſed a ſleepleſs night; her 
thoughts being engaged on what ſhe, had 
heard. It was not impoſſible for Mrs. 
Goodall to be a humouriſt, as Brett had 
repreſented her: but then, ſhe reflected, 
that ſhe ought to compound for little fan- 


cies, in a perſon to whom ſhe ſhouſd be „ 


under ſuch obligations. Tis true, by a 
removal to Mrs. Santloe's, ſhe would be 
free from dependance ; but tho her pride 
was not of that fort, that could render her 
above receiving favours from ſuch a lady | 
as Mrs. Goodall, it was too great to re- 
liſh the life and converſation of thoſe ſhe 
muſt be upon a level with at the mantua- . 
ANTE: 3. | 
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The next day, therefore, when her guar- 


dian demanded her anſwer, ſhe told him, 
the ſhould, with gratitude and pleaſure, 
wait upon Mrs. Goodall, whenever ſhe 
thought proper. In conſequence of which 


reply, the following epiſtle was ſent. 


To Mrs. Goodall, at her _ houſe in 
* Albemarle. ftreet, Preſent.” 
c < Mrs. Goodall! | 
1 Madam, 


* IN reference to what you ſaid when I 
45 waited upon you, according to order, 
concerning your taking my ward, Miſs 


Lucy Wellers, down into the country 


© with you: I have conſidered of the bu- 
« ſineſs, and "have acquainted my ward 
7 with the caſe. And I find ſhe is inclina- 
ble to accept your offer. Therefore, if 
5, you will give yourlelf | the trouble to 


. come to my houſe in Lombard - ſtreet, 


© you may talk about the affair with Miſs 


Lucy and ſelf. My wife and daughters 
ie ſend 


— 
—— — 
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« ſend their united compliments; my ward 

© likewiſe ſends hers. Pray give mine to 

all enquiring friends. Which is all at 
« preſent | 


From your humble ſervant 
SIMON SEARLS, 


The day after the receit of this letter, 
Mrs. Goodall ſent her ſteward with an 
anſwer to Mr. Searls, in which ſhe appoint- 
ö ed the next morning for meeting him and 
f the young lady, in order to take her home 
4 with her. Mr. Stedman deſired to be in- 
troduced to Miſs Wellers, to ham he 
delivered a letter, and five guineas. Upon 
opening the epiſtle ſue found it .contgined 
*theſedines. | 


% e Wels | 
| | HE information I laſt. night re- 
| 


_ ceived: from your guardian, fills 
me with the -pleafing hopes, that the 


* propoſal made you, n 2 
1 


4 
* 
* 2 
i1 
' 
= 
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be as agreeable to your inclinations, as 


= Jour approbation of it is to, 


"Dear Madam, 
Tour ſincere friend, 
and moſt affectionate 

humble ſervant, 


: 


S203 42. ere SARAH GoopaLr, 


P. 8. © By ſome hints which eſcaped 
from Mr. Searls, I have reaſon to think 
.< you may have occaſion for a trifle, which 
I have ordered Stedman to leave with 


you; and beg you wou'd put it to what 


-< uſe you think proper, on your Ng 
= the family. 


The Kindneſs of this lady's tans. 
Oy preſent, threw her young friend into 


ſo much "confuſion, that ſhe could hardly 
recover herſelf enough to make a reply; 
however, ſhe ſent one filled with reſpect 
- and gratitude, aſſuring her, ſhe ſhould im- 
. patiently expect the honour of an interview, 
and was ready to attend her at a moment's 
— DS; | £ 


Mrs, 


| 
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Mrs. Searls, finding ſhe was ſo ſoon to 
be eaſed of Miſs Wellers's company, bes 
gan to ſooth her; and being apprehen- 
ſive ſhe would repreſent her in no very 
advantageous light, as ſhe | was" conſious 
her behaviour to that young lady could not 
ſtand a ſcrutiny, affected to treat her with 
great complaiſance. OI 


_ * 
1 Fa 
„  -# Sn 71 
» 7 4 i * 


© My dear,” ſaid the, 1 am ſorty we 
are ſo ſoon to be deprived of your agree | 
able company; but ſince it is for your 
good, I muſt be content. | 1 did ãntend to 
have taken you with me to the play do- 
night, but as it happens I can't go myſelf; 
| | * I begtherefore you would accept of a tick» 
* et for the pit; and Brett ſhall attend you.” 


# Miſs Wellers returned ger thanks in a 
| cool manner, but declined the offer; a 
ſer about preparations for her removal.  . 
She preſented Brett with a guinea, who 
took it with the air and gravity of a,phy- - 
A. _ dician, heartily wiſhing her health and hap- | 
138; By a all e 
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pineſs ; and intreated her not to forget her, 
for ſhe ſhould be always ready to ſerve her 


by er 118 day. * 88 


* RIES Co. 


The other ſervants 3 th boun- 
ty. as faras her.circumſtances would allow 
of. Every perſon in the family expreſſed 
great concern at her quitting it; and 1 
have reaſon to think were all ſincere in that 
reſpect, except the lady and her daugh- 

ters, who longed for Mrs. Goodall's. arri- 
val with little leſs impatience than Mit 
Wellers did. | 


of Eaves; all in good time :—we would 
t, if we can bd it, hurry that good 
lady, any more than we would chuſe to tire 

ee, br kengthening « out this chapter. 


CHAP. VI. 

In which will Be ſhewn the poſnibility of 
- hi igh 55 s being deſcended from low 

|. People e. 
RS. Goodal rel at the banker's 
at the time ſhe had appointed; and 
ng Miss Wellers in the tendereſt 
terms, 


- 


: ; 
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terms, begged to know if ſhe would fa- 
vour her with her company. To which 
the affented, in a very modeſt and reſpect- 
ful manner; and after taking a ceremo- 
nious farewel of her guardian, and his 
family, was handed by Mrs. Goodall to 
her coach, and defired to take her place in 
it, to the great amazement of Mrs. Searls; 
who whenever ſhe favoured Miſs Wellers 
with a ſeat in hers, had always placed her- 
ſelf and daughters commedenully, before 
the was admitted to a back ſeat. | 


During their little journey, Mrs. Good- 
all informed her new companion of the vi- 
fit ſhe had made at her boarding-ſchool, 
and the account ſhe had received from her 
late governeſs. And that day was employ- 
ed in acquainting her with her way of 

life: She ſaid, © I am neither by age or 
* inclination ſuited to a very gay one. I 
keep ſome company of the beſt ſort, 
both in town and country; and tho? I 
* ſeldom frequent public diverſions, 1 ſhall 
© have no objection to your partaking of 
5 them in a moderate way, 3 
| D 2 3 


"> - The H1sTorY &# 


© by ſome ladies to whoſe care I can en- 
© truſt you; for I would not have you im- 
© agine I ſhould deſire you to lead the life 
© of a recluſe. From the character I have 
heard of you, and from what I myſelf 
© obſerved-in your aſpect, I was enduced 
to offer my friendſhip and protection 
to a perſon whoſe youth and inexperience 
n lead her into error. And I aſſure 
© you, my dear, the affection I have con- 
© ceived for you is not to be lefizned but 
« by a deviation from the paths you have 
* hitherto purſued, I beg you would ſted - 
faſtly adhere to the precepts you have 
© received from your good governeſs; and 
. © jmpute the admonitions I now give, and 
*.which I ſhall think it my duty to repeat 
2 as I ſee occaſion, to the reſult of that 
 _ © friendſhip I profeſs for you, and not to 


any authority you may imagine my \1 
* © years and circumſtances might permit ) 
me to aſſume. I would, my dear, engage 
+ your'confidence and affection, by remov- 
ing that diffidence which I perceive in 
3 our countenance : not that I 1 a 
| young 160 


* 
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young perſon juſt entering into liſe, can 
have too modeſt an opinion of her own 
© merit. But, in the commerce between you 


and me, I would infpire you with other 


- 


ſentiments than thoſe which ariſe from 
* awe, and would deſire you to regard me 
rather as an indulgent parent, and faithful 
friend, than meerly as a monitor, whom 


you may think vourſelf in n bound 


* to obey.” 


I am ſire madam” (ep the young 
lady) * the obligations you have conferred 
upon me, has placed you in the light of 
© my guardian angel; and words would 
but weakly expreſs the gratitude with 
* which my heart abounds, upon this occa- 
* fion. But be aſſured, my dear lady, no 
* endeavours ſhall be wanting, on my part, 
to regulate my conduct according t to ad 


& Kind cg.” | 


Then, my IAN ( anſwered the lady) 
«:wha muſt caſt. off all reſerve 3 and I ſhall 


find an ample:reward for the ſervices T 1 


. end you, by your perſeverance in thoſe 


D 3 _ © gacd 
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good principles which, I obſerve with 
* "pleaſure, you have ſo early imbibed.“ 


Aſter ſome farther diſcourſe of this na- 


ture, the elder lady conducted the younger 


to the apartment ſhe had allotted for her: 
which conſiſted of a handſome bed-cham- 
ber, and a dreſſing- room, furniſhed with a 


few well choſen books, which ſhe adviſed 


her to peruſe z Taying, ſhe thought it full as 
requiſite to furniſh her with the means of 
adorning her mind as her perfon. She 
then recommended her to the protection of 


tat being who is about our path and abont 
our bed; and bid her adieu for that night. 


Miſs Wellers retired to bed, but not to 


reſt. Reflections on the happy change in 
her circumſtances were no leſs enemies to 


her repoſe, than her late diſagreeable ſitu- 
ation had been. Some weeks paſſed on, 


before ſhe could believe the harmony in 


which ſhe lived, the order and regularity 
obſerved throughout this well conducted 

Family, was any more than a plealing de- 
|  Juſion. © I had, in this time, been ſup- 


plied, | 


* 
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* plied, by the bounty of her patroneſs, with 
apparel proper to appear in; and was in 


troduced by her to ſcveral families of di- 
ſtinction, not as , a dependant upon her, 


but as the apes: of Mr. Wellers. 


Iwill not attempt to ein the — 


tion of her mind, at theſe inſtances of af- 


fection and generoſity; it will ſuffice to 
affirm, it was 5 filled — * 


Wars empty 49, ©5120 LOR 


One morning, 23 «theſe. a ſiting 
at breakfaſt, . the ſervant in waiting ſaid 


the ſteward's mother was in the houſe. 


Upon which Mrs. Goodall ordered that 


Mrs. man ſhould be ſhown” up. 


The hes: OP) ibs Aa woman 


who appeared to be about. threeſcorg ; of 


| hum yy and ſimplicity. 


a jolly robuſt make, and florid countenance, 
which ſeemed ta indicate ts fat 58 


* 44 : 4 


1 many no! thank y ye 5. and Tknow 
my MA better, the was ſeated by the ex- 


D's --: pres 


* 
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preſs command of the lady of the houſe ; 


Who, with her uſual complacency, enquired 
after the health and welfare of every indi- 


viqual in her family, not forgetting her 


little grandſon; obſerving he was a fine | 


child. 


he is, madam; though I ſay it, there is 


not a- finer boy in our county, nor the 


next to it. I would fain have brought 
him to London to fee his uncle, but his 


mother was afraid of the ſmall· pox. Lauk 
a day! well, ous; how you difer- oem ' 


* wann Searls 2 


4 Who is that p (replied the lady) 6 _—_ 


„„ madam Searls that lives in Lombard- 
ſtreet. Do you know her ?? ſaid Mrs. 


"= "Know" hr! Aye, madam,” I have 
_ * known her ever ſince ſhe was as high as 
: this table, though now belike © ſhe don't 
© know me. Well! truly, times are main- 

* * alter d ſince ſhe were Patt Barret. 
FT. | Then 


The c old woman, hon eyes ſparkled at 
! the mention of him, anſwered, * Aye! fo 


"vor. But he had the good hap to 


2 
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© Then you are a ith * fa- 


« mily, I preſume, Mrs. en 
© what was her father: 


As honeſt a man as ever broke 8804, 8, 
© and a pains tab ing man — My huſband 
© and her's were very great when he uſed the 


« fea, and hen I went to meet my huſband 
© aftera voyage, 1 uſed to lodge at his houſe,” 


4 E 47 


18 What buſineſs was he of rern. 2 
Sstedman.ſL? | 


_ © Why he were once a paid. n 


* marry a jolly young widow, that kept a 
* kind of a chandler's ſhop in - Wapping, 


and ſo he left his own- trade to follow - 


* her's: and they got money apace, and 
having no child but Patt, Mr. Searls had 


a good portion with her. My daughter 


* and ſhe are near upon of an age. And fince - 
* I had but one girl, my huſband was wil... 


ling to give her a little good Jarming ; ; fo 
he wiſhed me to let her board half a year 


* at Mr. Barret's; and ſhe were 2 play- 


mate for Patt, and larnt to dance with 
* her: but 2 Patt were a genteel * 


5 in 
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* in the face, ſhe never could get the bend 
Do of the knee like my Bett. * 


Ft a 


1 but Mrs. Sean, you davis 


been to fee your old . e e: 
+5637 hier ers dee” 


. Aye, madam, to be ſure! for 81 han't 
© been at London ſince ſhe married, think 
J, if I don't pay . madam Searls a viſit, f 
+: ſhe may think 1 am grown proud. So | 
* I enquired. out her houſe ; and when 1 | 

came there, one of her livery men told 
© me ſhe was not ſtirring, though twere 
« near upon the ſtroke of twelve. He 
. ** prayed me to tell him my name, and 

« ſaid, if ſo be I had any buſineſs with 

* his lady, I might call two hours after. 

© Nay, ſaid I, I have no great matter of 

* buſineſs, only give my kind love and 

© ſervice: to your miſtreſs ;z and then I told 

him my name, and where I come from. 
I had no time to go again that day: 

+. bowmſomever, 1 went the day after, at 

©:rwo o'clock, and ſhe were aſleep again; 

for my ſhare, I wiſh ſhe don't  Puprefie 


2 her ſenſes. 5 a 


* 


——ůů—ñ— — — 
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turned away, and I thought of the old 
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© The man told me I need not call: tis 


© more, for that his lady ſaid, ſhe did 


© know me, nor my name neither.” So 


© proverb,” © ſet a beggar on horſe- 
„ back; but I can tell her, I 2 ne- 
ver darken her . W 


Miſs Wellers quinting the room upon 
fome occaſion, the talkative old woman 
faid to Mrs. Goodall, Pray, madam, who 


; ing for a reply, went on, Lauk- a- day me 


favours a lady that I knew once; may- 


© hap ſhe e bers.) 


6: What lady is that ?? (interrogated Mrs. 
Goodall) * why, madam, ſhe was a young 
6 gentlewoman that lived with an old unele, 


one captain Simpſon ; her maiden name 


* was Miſs Molly Simpſon, and the captain 
< were her gardeean, for her father and mo- 
ther died over ſeas. She had a brother too | 


* that lived in the Eaſt-Indies ; but T know ry 
1 nothing of him. She had a utter f 


D 6 _ © thouſand 
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5 . + to her portion, and ſhe 
e married a ſquite that lived hard by: his 
name was Wellers.; but he was a ſolemn 
'* /rake.z- and I doubt he has, broke poor 
vyoung madam's heart, for he ſpent all his 
— W * with his e mates. 

. 20 this ady living p? (demanded Mrs: 
Goodall) © I can't ſartenly ſay,” (anſwered 
the old woman) © but I hope ſhe is; for 

though ſhe were an -outlandiſh woman, 
ſhe were as clever as if ſhe had been bred 
+ and born at London. I don't know; 
* ſhe were ailing when I ſec her, ſo tis like 
© ſhe may be dead, for 1 have heard no- 
* thing of her for years. I han't been in 
© thoſe parts ſince my huſband took to 
< farming. But Mr. Searls, can. tell what 
© © is. become on her, te be fure, for old 
© captain Simpſon were the making oy - 
2b _ him.” _ + 


. 
> 


—  n—_ 


PI, "HS came * — prey Mrs, "Sed 
£ man? Why madam, you muſt under- 
© ſtand ; Mr. Searls were an anchor · ſmith's 
* Func P er captain lived, = 
1 2 aud 


— —— 2 2 — —4w — — 
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© that young gentlewottian a 
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© and becauſe his father had a mort of chil- 


© dren, he could not do a power for Simon; 


but the captain perceiving he was a cute 
© Jad, took a fancy to him, and recom- 


* mended him to one'Sir——fomebody— 


© ſomething, for to be his clerk. And he 
« were ſo diligent in his trade, that the 
* captain who were a very premitrious man, 
and loved money, was pleaſed with him; 
and he funned the old captain up fo, that 
© when he died he made a will, and left Mr. 


Searls all his riches, and he were worth 


a mortal deal: But folks faid he dict not 
do the right thing by Mifs Molly and 
© her brother. When Mr. Seatls got al! 
© this, he went in partners with the ban- 
© ker, Sir! Sir !ſ=—1 can't hit on his 
© name.—— Now pray, madam, who 18 


a . 
Ar 5 


Mrs. Goodall, obſerving Mrs. Stedman 
was not endued with a retentive- faculty, 
anſwered,. * ſhe is a young lady who. lives 5 

with me.“ And that was all ſhe choſe to 
ay; then ringing the bell for her pan | 

to — her, Mrs. Sedan withdrew. 


Mrs, 


_ 
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NIS. Goodall oxdered her woman to 
ftep to the ſteward, and caution. bim and 

the ſervants againſt mentioning Miſs Wel- 
lers's name before Mrs. Stedman, for rea- 
ſons the reader will find in ſome ſubſequent 


chapter. 


— 


CHAP. VO. 
E he company at a viſit deſeribed. 


1 Gn enn ans 
with Miſs Wellers, ſhe aſked her, if 
ne had an uncle abroad? She replied, © I 
was ſo young when. I left Devonſhire, 
« and have never been at my father's houſe 
© fince I firſt went to ſchool, that I am 
© very ignorant in regard to my own fami- 
© iy, and know nothing but what I have 
© beeniaform'd of from my guardian. He 
has told me I had ſuch a relation, who 
© once lived at Madraſs, but he imagined 
| -* he had been dead ſome time, as he had 
heard 1 8 85 of him wy many years.” 


| Mrs. Goodall, making no further "I | 
| of hears; went, as ſoon as ſhe 
22 | ER -: 
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had dined, to an Eaſt-India director, with 
whom ſhe had been long acquainted, and 
deſired him to write to his correſpondents 
abroad, to enquire after Mr. Simpton, and 
if he was living, to inform him of the ſitu- 
ation of his niece. 


Her friend engaged to perform her re- 
queſt, by the ſhips that were then going out. 
And ſhe returned to accompany Miſs Wel- 
lers in the evening, in a viſit to a lady of 
great diſtinction; but ſaid not a word of the 
affair ſhe had been about in the city, being 
loth to encourage hopes, the diſappoint- 

ment of which * render her ny 


The company Miſs Wellers was intro- 2 
duced into, ſeemed to open a new world 
to her view ; and next morning ſhe thanked 
her benefactreſs, for the pleaſure ſhe ha 
received, and defired her to favour her with 
ſome account of the company ſhe had. ſeets 


the preceding evening. 


© My dear, (replied Mrs. Goodall) 1 


* nn S as it ma 
* be 


* — 
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abe a means to guard you againſt being 

Ms impoſed on by appearances. © Otherwiſe, 

J never chuſe to make remarks on com- 
Nen withdrawn.” | 


© The lady we viſited you know, is of 
& the higheſt quality. You ſeemed de- 
a lighted with the affability that appeared 
jn her countenance and behaviour. The 
© civility with which ſhe treated you was 
not meerly fpecious, but the reſult of 
good · nature and humanity, for which 
© ſhe is remarkable; and I cannot give you 
© A truer idea of her character, or the man- 
© ner in which ſhe paſſes her time, than by 
6 deſiring you to call to mind the deſcrip- 
© tion given by Lady Grace, in the comedy 
of the Provok'd Huſband. She, therefore, 
4 well merited your attention. 


EX But 1 was concerned to ſee you give 
+ fuch heed to the diſcourſe of that fine 
« gentleman, whoſe perſon and addreſs, I 


muſt own, have a very plauſible appear- 
ance; yet, under all that complaiſance 
* and fair 3 lurks the treacherous 


_—_ © friend, 
Y * 6 £ 
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friend, deſigning lover, and abandoned 
* debauchee. To prove 1 do him no 
« wrong in thefe aſſertions, I wilt give you 
a ſhort ſketch of his hiſtory. 


He is a younger ſon of a good fs. 
and had by nature many valuable en- 
* dowments, ſome of which he has pervert- 
ed to the worlt of uſes, and bar f 


0 eradicated others. . 


a Before he had attained this reputation 
© he now has, and whilſt ſome remains of 
virtue lurked in his breaſt, he fell in love 
with a young lady, his equal in birth, 
and his ſuperior in many reſpects. But 


© his relations thinking her fortune too 


< ſmall to atrone for the narrowneſs of 
© his, ſtrenuouſly oppoſed his paſſion, which 
< at that time was too prevalent to yield to 
either threats or intreaties. And he per- 
« ſevered in attacking the heart of one of 
the moſt accompliſhed women in the 

© nation, with all the ardaur and 2 
0 nenn imaginable. 


« You obſerved his figure ; 1 his 
« converſation ; which, joined to the charac- 
e 


1 © ter he han bore, and his ings) aſſi- 
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duities, made an impreſſion in his favour 
that time has not been able to eraſe. 
Several years did he profeſs himſelf this 
* lady's lover; and as his profeſſion obliged 
him to long and frequent abſences from 
© his native country, ſhe felt the ſharpeſt 
< pangs of grief, on account of the dan- 
| © ger to which he was expoſed ; and, for 
* ſome latter years, the frequent accounts 
© ſhe heard of his gallantries, added a poig- 
nancy to them. He had the art to en- 
gege her to him by the ſtricteſt ties, 
except thoſe of the legal ceremony. But 
they were faint, compared to thoſe he had 
©. upon her affections, which were ſtrong 
enqugh to repel all the offers her friends 
 £+ preſſed her to accept. Her refuſal of 
many advantageous matches, drew down 
the ue aeg e Who wo her 
$ well. wy 


1 ink „ After a of —— years, in 
© which he had vowed the ſincereſt affec- 
* tion for her, he uſed every artifice to gain 
* 6 her 
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her on diſhonourable terms. Finding all 


his attempts of that nature- baffled by her 


LS 46 06a + . G G G 


* prudence, he grew cool; and this change 

cut her to the heart, as her regard for 
him was not to be diminiſhed even by 
his ungenerous proceeding. To rid him- 
ſelf of reproaches he juſtly merited, and 
perhaps to gratify a paſſion which had 
not honour for-its guide, he propoſed a 
private marriage ta her. She, fearing a 
refuſal might endanger her reputation, 
as he continued to viſit her, and being 
glad to accept him on any terms canliſt 
ent wich virtue, conſented. .. : 


„Ae we mae einc inetis 
ſame houſe with him fer ſome time : 


when, finding he did not chuſe to ac- 
knowledge her for his wife, and not being 


able to bear the diſtant behaviour and 


freezing looks of her intimate acquain- 

tance, who began to regard her as a kept 
miſtreſs, ſhe retired to a ſeat he has 
many miles diſtant from the metropolis, 


He never "Ws to detain her, 
WIN but 


— 
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but conſoles himſelf in her abſence with 
© a ſeraglio of the moſt abandoned women 
of the town: tho* amongſt theſe _ 
© he has a favourite ſultana, who 
not only deſtitute of thoſe were 
© ments that adorn his unhappy wife, but. 
* even of beauty, the uſual pretence for 
* ſuch an infidelity. | 


[ a 


_ **However, I hope, as he is but in tho 
* meridian of life, he may yet recover 
from the torrent of vice that at preſent 
© overwhelms his brighteſt faculties ; and 
that the extraordinary patience, pru- 
* dence, and conjugal virtue of his lady, 

will one day appear bright enough to 
v2 diſpeFthe miſt in which he is involved. 


That antiquated lady, that inveighed 
8 fo much againſt the forwardneſs of the 
age, and the vanity of girls, I remem- 
ber to have been, twenty years ago, one 
of the greateſt coquets about town. 
The gentleman who was remarkably 
plain in his dreſs, and modeſt in his con- 
85 verſation, is a ſenator, famous for the 
8 — 
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clearneſs and weight of his ſpeeches, in 


one of the greateſt aſſemblies in the na- 
en,. 


© © That gay lady, who was dreſſed in the 


* N * * * Ga „ KR 6 * * 


height of the mode, and talked ſo flu- 
ently of the charms of maſquerades, ope- 
ras and riddottos, is rendered one of the 
moſt unhappy women breathing, by the 
very cauſe which would have had aquite 
contrary effect, on any woman of more 
thought, and leſs vivacity. I mean, by 
being united to a gentleman who has the 


ſtricteſt notions of juſtice and ceconomy, 


of ſolid ſenſe and approved merit. But his 
reſolution of keeping within the bounds 
of his income, and making proviſion for 


a numerous family of children, obliges 


yy 4 


o 


* 


* 


him ſometimes to remonſtrances not at 


all ſuited to the diſpoſition of his lady. 
And this occaſions ſuch altercations, that 


ſhe looks upon him as a mean-ſpirited 
fellow; and regrets that ſhe did not be- 
ſtow her perſon and fortune on ſuch-a 
2 ee as handed hee into the 


l * You 


— 
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Fou muſt have obſerved the exact 
* ſymmetry of his whole dreſs; and how 
* fearful he was of approaching the fire, 
© left he ſhould endanger his complexion. 
With what contempt he regarded the 
« plain-dreſs'd gentleman, and with a grin 
© ſeemed ever prepared to receive his 
« ſpeeches, whilft his own was directed to 
the lady he introduced, and their pur- 
port too light to have left any traces in 
your memory.— The reſt of the com- 
© pany, had nothing remarkable enough, 
either in their converſation or behaviour, 


to animadvert upon.“ 


- Mrs. Goodall pauſing here, Miſs Wel⸗ 


ters expreſſed her acknowledgments for the 
pains ſhe took to guard her againſt error, 
and treaſured up all ſhe had aid, in her 


mind: for ſhe frequently ſet before her, 


the inadvertencies the younger part of her 
ſex were liable to; and as often cautioned 


| heragainft the inſinuations of the deſigning 


part of the other. But I cannot expatiate 
n ſo 
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ſo largely on this ſubject as is neceſſary, be- 


cauſe there is a perſon below who wants 
to be W to Miſs — h 


CHAP. VIII. 


Miſs Wellers goes to Chelſea, without vi⸗ 
ſiting Ranelagh, the Phyſic-garden, or 
Don Saltero's coffee-houſe. 


HE perde that was enquiring for | 
- Miſs Wellers, proved to be Brett. 


The young lady ordered her to be ſhewn 
into her apartment, and received her with 
all the affability imaginable. To ſay truth, 

ſhe had taken a great liking to this woman, 
as ſhe thought ſhe had prudence, and a 
larger portion of ſenſe than any ſhe. had 
ever met with, in one of her degree. 


In anſwer to Miſs Wellers's enquiries 


after her , guardian's family, ſhe replied, 


They were very well, madam, when I 
left them three weeks ago.” I hope 
* Mr. Searls's behaviour has -not ob- 
* liged you to quit your place,” (ſaid the 
young lady.) 


— 1 * 
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No, madam, I aſſure you that is not 
© the caſe ; my maſter has ever ſince that 
* night, behaved according to his own cha- 
© rater of goodneſs; but, as my aunt 1s 

dead, I have, thank heaven, ſufficient 

. © to maintain me out of ſervice; and my 
© lady having another ſervant ready to 

1 come in my place, ſhe ſuffered me 

| © to leave the houſe a week after I. re- 

3 © ceived the news; and I have now taken 

3 © lodgings at Chelſea, where 1 ſhould be 

; © proud to entertain you. Come, my dear 

bt © young lady, 1 muſt not be denied the fa- 

= vour of your company, to drink a diſh 

I! of tea with me in my new lodgings.” 

| She was ſo preſſing, that Miſs Wellers re- 

_ plied, © With Mrs. Goodall's leave, I will 
call upon you ſome bens before I go 
into the er ” 


£* -- - "Witt: Jernea highly delighted with 
1 her compliance, but begg'd * ſhe might 
ih © know on what day to expect her, for ſhe 
| i © had ſome affairs to tranſact, on account 
3 of her aunt's * which called her 
1 5 2 botften 


of * | 
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often out; and ſhe would not be abſent 
© when ſhe honoured her with a vilit, for 
© any money.. She therefore hoped"Miſs 
< Wellers would favour her with a line, 
© by the ny: poſt, the _ before ſhe 
came. 


The yourig lady having taken down her 
direction, promiſed ſhe ſhould have the 
notice ſhe deſired; They then fell into 
other converſation, in which Brett faid, 
Miſs Patty Searls has received. ſeveral 
viſits from a fine gentleman, that ſhe be- 
came acquainted with at lady Ramble's 
© rout. He pretends violent love to her, 
and her mamma countenances his preten- 
ſions; but J am afraid he is an Iriſh for- 
© tune-hunitr. Miſs Searls is much diſ- 

« pleaſed with her ſiſter for the encourage- 
ment ſhe gives him, and frequently 
« bleſſes herſelf, that the man had not the 

* preſumption to trouble her with his im- 

* pertinence z which, ſhe ſays, he would 
have done, had ſhe not Prodenply * | 


* 


0 ed His advances.” 
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havieg no deſire to enquire into the affaltf* 


of others : ſuch ſort of converſation always 


paſſed unheeded by her; though, as ſne 


knew Mrs. Searls was fond of ſuch. like 
informations, ſhe the leſs wondered that 


Brett ſhould endeavour to entertain her i in 
this manner. 


Brett, having reminded Miſs Wellers of 
her promiſe, took her leave. And the 
young lady returned to Mrs. Goodall, and 


acquainted her with the requeſt that had 


been made to her, and aſked if ſhe approv- 
ed of her compliance with it ? 


— 


: She anſwered, My dear, you are your 
* own miſtreſs : I ſhall never pretend to 
© lay you ner any reſtraint; but as you 
think proper to aſk my opinion, by what 

you have told me of that woman, I think 


© it would look like pride to refuſe her. 
Martin, my woman, has. a relation at 
© Chelſea, and ſhe ſhall attend you any 
morning you pleaſe.* Miſs Wellers then 


-fix'd 


"Mig Weller 3 no reply to all 8 5 
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fix d on the Thurſday following, and in- 
formed Mrs. Brett of her intentions. 


| Accordingly, on Thurſday,” Mig Wel. , 
lers ſet out, in Mrs. Goodall's chariot, at- 
tended by Mrs. Martin, with an intention 
of returning by three o'clock to dinner. 
She alighted at the houſe Brett had directed 
her to, and her attendant drove on to her 
relation's, having orders to wag ben at 
two o'clo cx. Helm 


She had FN atkfaction to find ig 
ble friend in a very decent and genteel apart» 
ment, habited in a grey ſilk night- gown- 
Whilſt ſhe was drinking a diſh of chocolate; 
her guardian entered the room. Your very 
humble ſervant Miſs. Wellers,* ſaid he, 
* who would have thought to have met 
« you here? Then turning to Brett, I have 
© been at Sir Hans Sloan's, to conſult him 
about a humour I am apt to have in my 
© eyes every ſpring z and I would not come 
© ſo near without calling to enquire after 
your health, and how you oy your 
* nem * 


2 1 
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I am very much obliged to you, Sir,“ 
anſwered ſne, I am ſenſible I am more in- 
« debred to your goodneſs than my deſert, 
for this favour; but I muſt ſay before 
your face, as I have often done behind 
your back, you are one of the beſt na- 


id rured ann breathing,” 
7} nf 


She n in all probability, have con- 
tinued in this complimental ſtrain much 


longer, if Miſs Wellers had not put a ſtop 


to it, by enquiring after the banker's wife 


and daughters. He coolly replied, they 


were well; and then changed the conver- 
fation to other topics. When, on a ſud- 
den, he recollected he had a letter to write, 
and demanded of Brett, if ſhe could help 
him to pen, ink and paper? She anſwered, 
if he would pleaſe to follow her into a cloſet 


out of that room, ſhe could furniſh him 


with thoſe things. On which they both 
| went out a minute, and Brett returned 


alone. 


She was no ſooner Ga than ſhe be- 


gan a diſcourſe concerning her late maſter, 
and 


® 


4 
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and beſtowed high encomiums on his un- 
bounded generoſity, eſpecially where he 
took a fancy, ſaying to her viſitant, Laſs-a- 
day, madam | what pity *tis- he is ſo un- 
* equally yoked, for his wife is of a very 
different diſpoſition. Ah, poor gentle- 


man! he i is to be pitied-0n more accounts 


© than one.“ 


\ 


I am ſorry, faid Miſs © Weller be, 


.* ſhould tales Way. occaſion for your pity : 
© I can't ſay I perceive any. No doubt he 
© liked his wife, or he had not made her 
* ſo; and whatever particulanties ſhe way 
appear to others to have, 1 md) not ee 
with their eyes. 


2. Take my word. FEY it, madam; an- 


ſwered Brett, there is no creature ſo quick 
* ſighted as a huſband; and a man muſt 


** be blind indeed, if he could not ſee the 


'* ridiculous behaviour of Mrs. Searls: 


but what moſt excites my compaſſion, is, 
that, to my certain knowlege, he is. dif- 


r tractedly in love with a young lady, 


* whom he cannot pretend to in what is 


E 3 called 


8 
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© called a legal way. To be ſure, the laws 
*'of England are fo ſtrict as to allow a 
man but one wife at a time, otherwiſe 

he would not endure what he does; for T 
have heard him often declare, if he was 

* ſingle, and king of both the Indies, he 
© would have a certain young lady of my 
* acquaintance, for his queen. 


| Miſs Wellers did not reliſh this conver- 


1 den, and plainly told Brett, it ſavour'd 


too much of libertinifm to be agreeable to 
mende What is all this to me 4 


11 being now paſt two, and the . 
not arrived, Brett invited the young lady 
to fit down to a fowl and fauſages. She 
deſired to be excuſed; ſaying, ſne had engag- 
ed to be back by dinner, and was in expecta- 
tion of being called every moment : and ex- 
"preſſed ſome uneaſineſs at Mrs. Martin's 
delay. She deſired Brett to ſend the maid 
of the houſe, to tell her ſhe waited for 
Her. Brett anſwered, *twas all in good 
time ; and kept on * till the clock 


__— four, 


No 
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No chariot appearing, Miſs Wellers 
again intreated her to ſend the maid to 
haſten Mrs. Martin, telling her ſhe was 
to be found at Mr. L—'s, in China-walk. 
Upon which, Brett went out to deliver 
| the mellage. | | 


The maid e with Mrs. Martin- g 
duty; and as her lady had given her leave to 
| ſpend the day at Chelſea, the chariot was 
gone home, but would return to eden 
them in the evening. | 


This intelligence made her a little eaſier; 
and ſhe accepted the offer of a piece of 
cold tongue and a French toll. Vet ſhe 
could not help wondering Mrs. Goodall 
ſhould not tell her, ſhe did not expect her 
to dinner. She began to conceive a diſlike 
to the perſon ſhe was with, who, ſhe now 
feared,” was a little too intimate with het 
guardian; and waited with impatience the 
return of the chariot, being determined, 
when ſhe was releaſed from this e never 


to repeat it. ESA) 
8 0 E . About 


* 


. 3 rende | 


Abont fix o'clock, Mr. Searls again came 


in, to the no ſmall ſurprize of Miſs Wellers- 


He ſeated. himſelf near her, and entered- 
into a very free converſation, in which he 


was ſeconded. by Brett. His actions being 


no leſs alarming than his words, raiſed her 
indignation to that height, that ſhe hit him 
a box on the ear, and attempted to get 
out of the room; but finding the door 
faſtened, ſhe burſt into tears, and called 


out, Where can Mrs. Martin be? why 
am I detained here? what can Mrs. 
Goodall mean by not ſending for me? 


pray, madam, don't be ſo childiſh,” (an- 


ſwered Brett) what ſhould you want Mrs. 
_ © Martin for? am nat I as capable of tak 


ing care of you? But to eaſe you upon 


that ſcore, I can tell you, ſhe has been 
gone from Chelſea ever ſince two o'clock.” 
7 Gone! cry'd the young lady, what 
do you mean? did not you tell me ſhe 
'© ſtaid all day ?˙ Yes I did, replied Brett, 


becauſe I ſaw you would not be pacified 
45 * of her; and now I fup- 


«< 
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* poſe ſhe is talking _ over, with that 

frampled old lady, her miſtreſs may; 

* yours, I might have ſaid, for I know no 

difference between you, except that the 

has the advantage of wages and vails, 
* whilſt you have * the run of _ _ 
chen. ; 


This ſolu 3 ſo terrified and 
amazed Miſs Wellers, that ſhe could make 
no reply but by ſighs and tears. Her guar- 
dian endeavoured to pacify her, by an odi- 
ous fondneſs. * Pray, Miſs Luey, ſaid he, 
dont take on fo, becauſe I have removed 
you from a ſtate of dependance. I in- 
tend to make your fortune, child, if 


© you will but be grateful. Come, my 1 


« dear, don't cry and vex ſo; if you will 
accept my love, I will take you a houſe 
in this, or any of the neighbouring vil- 
lages, or in town, if you chuſeit. An 
I will fettle two hundred pounds per an- 
num upon you for life. De but look kind-· 
ly upon me. I have had a liking to you 

* ever ſince I took you from ſchool, or elſe 
* 1 thould not have entertained you ſo 


E 5 hand- 


. 
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ie at my houſe. Come, come, 
"i dry up your tears, my dear girl! you may 
I be certain I would not have taken you 
© from Mrs. Goodall, if I did not intend 
*-to-provide handſomely for you, I am 
© willing to do what I have told you, and 
© when my wife dies, I will marry you; 
for I ſolemnly declare, I had rather be 
© poſſeſſed of this white hand,” (taking her 
hand, which ſhe withdrew, with a look of 
the utmoſt ſcorn) than of the ten thou- 
fand pound prize in the next lottery ; 
8 and if I ſhould have the luck to get that 
© prize, I would beſtow every Pear of 


25. 1 99 dear Lucy.” 


| ou infamous ah anſwered Mis | 


Wellers, < how dare you make ſuch i r 
4 dent e to me? 


Try . Come, Miſs Lucy,* (replied the guar- 
dian, in a fawning tone) don't mu your- 
LE ſelf in a Paſſion.” 


Send me home to my FAY Mrs. Good- 
©* all,” anſwered his charge, © or I ww ex- 


3 2 — ? 


« Come, 
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Come, ſaid he, be eaſy, and vou 
© ſhall-go to her; perhaps you may like 
to ſtay a little while with her and I will 

grant you the ſum I have mentioned'year- 
© ly, if you will only condeſcend, now-and- 
© then, to favour me with your company 


at this houſe, Brett, I Know, is u 
* and can Aae 91000 


. . | * " : : 4. 


Fr That I can and will, (replied his 2 
mous aſſociate) I am ready to ſerve the 
lady to the utmoſt of my Power, or 1 
ſhould hops have e _e "ow 
> her.” dls Habra n l 


© Miſs Weller, { E a 12 of con- 
tempt on her) ſaid, © You once told me, 
there was no truſting to appearances» ' 
* and you have faally convinced me 
© that truth can iſſue from your mouth : 8 
for no one can be more deceived than 1 
have been by a ſpecious appearance of _ 
virtue in Jou, and that wreteh Jour ne- 105 
* complice. Wer 1 

l don't 1580 n 8 
ed Brett) * by your inſinuations, and calling 


« people names; for my part, I wonder 4 


* at 


— 
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* at Mr. Searls's patience z tis a ſign he 
+. Joves.you.more than you deſerve, or he 
* would not take ſuch language from one 
* | who is fo much in his power.“ 


1 c Hold |—hold your tongue, (cry'd 


| Searls). perhaps Miſs Lucy may think 


better of it. I fancy, my dear, (addref- 
. fing his fair ward) © I have ſpoken too late. 
< *Tis likely your affections are engaged 
* elſewhere, I have often thought there 
* was a ſneaking kindneſs between you and 
my clerk Heckford : nay, I am ſure 
there is on his ſide; and if that be the 
* caſe, I ſhould not be againſt your marry- 
ing him, provided you will beſtow ſome 
'* fayours upon me. I repeat it, the two 
Wo. hundred pounds a year ſhall be ſettled 


. — 


ad upon you for life. What . you to 
hat, my ſweet dear? 5 


© © This inſolence is not to be borne “' re- 
turned the young lady, with a glance 8 
diſdain. If you continue to talk in this 
manner, T'Il alarm the houſe.--Bleſs me 
2 Ae muſt Mrs, noodle think of my 
3 6? 1] « ſtaying 
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« ſtaying here? Send me home, and PM © 
forgive all you haye uttered, but never 
let me ſee your _ or mee 
* man's any more.“ 


0 Infamous woman!“ 3 Brett) 
© no more infamous than yourſelf, I'd have 
© you to know though Thave more means 

and leſs pride. u m.. 
« charity, I can tell you.? 
That I dare ay you are not;* (anſwered 
_—_ Wellers) but I care not to whom 

* you are obliged for the change I pereeive 
4 in your condition, provided you uſe no 
'« finiſter means to make one in mine. But 
5 when is Mey. ee eee 


« Not ade] can aſl you'; 7 fad 
Brett, ſo you may make youre ay : 


about that. 


Not to-night !* {returned the 
lady, the tears „ ee 
* what will — Ws7H: Si. 249A ; 


5613 uh 
ww * 
© Why, 

4 F 


 - 
2 


* 
* 
7 
* 
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other) about that old woman ! What good 


_-© ſuch dont come every _ 


S 


* Why, adam. ee Brett, 1 0 
< Pape cs here; and if you ehuſe to go 
© to bed, I have a very commodious one 
he in the next bone at your ſervice.” 


= Neo, replied Miſs Wellers, q 1 will not 
0 accept your offer; nor will 1 fleep till T 1 


hear from 127 dear Mrs. rt e i 


Here's a rout, indeed p ra 5 


can ſhe do you? — perhaps let you hve a 


© dependant on her charity till ſhe: dies, 


and then leave you to the wide world, 


without a fixpenny-piece in your pocket. 


Ho would you then rejoice at fuch an 
© offer as Mr. Searls now ef but 


a7 


Mik Wellers' $ 0 were in too great 


an agitation to permit her to reply in the 


manner ſhe would have done, and ſhe eon- 


Ainned in ſilent grief, till preſſed by Brett 


to retire into the other room to reſt; ſhe 
then declared, ſhe would not ſtir from her 


* 


Brett 


chair. ; 8 


* * * bo, 
Ts _ 4 
o - 
* 
- %\ 4 
* 


.-Brece n 41 Ney, se if. you 
* chuſe to ſtay with" Mr. Searls, I have 
no objection to leaving you with him till 
morning; but muſt beg to be excuſed 
© from ſitting up any longer, on account 
of my health; for I cannot bear late hours. 


0 Wees a good night, madam. Sir: 


your ſervant, I don't doubt but . will 
* entertain the lady. þ we 


1 
5 


| __ was turning indie next roomy 
when Miſs Wellers, in an agony not to 
be deſcribed, caught hold of her gownz 
and half frantic, cried, Pray, dear, good, 


« Mrs. Brett, don't leave me, for heaven's. 


urge me to ſome deſperate action.“ The 
looks that accompanied theſe words were 
fo wild and diſordered, that Searls, in a real 
fright, deſired Brett or to leave the _"_ 


< Miſs Lucy, ſaid * 1 pray be . 
© fied; you ſhall, come to, ng harm; to 


humour you, Mrs. Brett will be ſo kind 


8 eee her own repoſe. Come; dent 


at er 
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Tl hire a coach in the morning, 
and carry you to Hampton Court; you 
never ſaw that palace; and Brett will give 
© us her company. I love you too well to 
© yex you: we will go to Hampton Court.“ 


No, let me go back to Mrs. Goodall, I 
dbeſeech you; and though you have given 
me the moſt poignant uneaſineſs I was 
© ever ſenſible of, I will not expoſe you, 
« by relating what has, paſſed. Bur if you 

«will not comply with this requeſt, you 


* „ ee eee conceal S7 7 


F ge attempts.” 


2 Now, Miſs Loew? anſwered the ban- 
2 don't be in a paſſion, but hear what 
s T have to ſay. As to what you talk of, 
5 child, of expoſing me, I can tell you, I 
am provided againſt the worſt you can 
 , * ſay; and if you ſhould pretend to do 
" © ſuch a filly thing tis in my power to 
let Mrs. Goodall know you contrived 
© this viſit, on purpoſe to carry on an in- 
< trigue with a fellow; ſuppoſe I ſhould 
» \-- hi" MY I — 


produce 


* 
* 
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produce letters, to ſtrengthen my report? 
And whoſe: word do you think will be 
taken in ſuch an affair? Therefore you 
muſt agree to the little journey I propoſe z 
and, after that, we will think of your re- 
to > Mrs. Goodall.” b 


0 - . 
— 


The young , e at the villa 
nous inſinuation concerning his-clerk, and | 
not doubting but he was capable of putting 
this deteſtable ſcheme in execution, which 
might deftroy her reputation, not only with 
Mrs. Goodall, but the world in general, 
after a pauſe, told him, ſhe would conſent 
to the journey, if'ſhe might be Gone 
paſs the remainder of the night by herſelf, 
To this Brett objected, that 'ſhe had but 
two rooms, and ſhe did not think it decent 

to be left with Mr. Searls. | 


Mis Wellers replied, « You lake a 
« cloſet; and if you would let me have a 
* candle, I ſhall be then to fit there.” | 


This requeſt, after many debates, was 
granted, and the v was locked i into the cloſet, 
where 
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Where „„ and give 


the reader ſome anecdotes relating to to * 
en 8 eee i22 1 2 


SHIP WE 


The great advantages attending an — | 


', with a/place-man, ſet forth in the 4 9 80 7 
of . „ 


Rs. Brett yas a the - 8 of an 
exciſe- man, who had nothing but 
his ſalary to ſubſiſt on. Her mother died 
whilſt ſhe was in her infancy, and her father 
having no other child, gave her ſomething 


of an education, and maintained her i in a 
faſhion far above her birth and expecta- 
tions, in hopes her perſon, which was very 
agreeable, ſo ornamented, might procure 
her an eſtabliſhment in the world, either 
by, marriage, or becoming a miſtreſs to 
ſome man of condition; for, provided ſhe 
did but make an appearance in life, he did 


not concern himſelf by what method. 


SF 


Being a 3 child, and inhericing the 


| boo e of his parents, he did 1 


think 


in her. He recommended to her a beha- 


— 
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thinlSit eſſential to his daughter's prefer. 
ment to cultivate a contrary diſpoſition” 


viour that was likely to enſnare ſome 
young heir, who might be induced to 
marry her, or, at leaſt, to make her a 
handſome ſettlement for life, on terms 
ſhe was not to be ſo ſqueamiſh to refuſe. For 
this purpoſe ſhe was dreſſed, and great 
pains was taken to adorn her perſon, which 
for a long time was either diſregarded,” or 
not taken notice of in the way Hs! wiſhed! | 
There were, tis true, ſeveral men of à rank, 
ſuitable to her extraction, who admired 
her, but were deterr'd from making any 
overtures of marriage to a perſon, while 
extravagant appearance ſo ill ſuited” her 
condition. And ſhe remained unſolicited; 
till, by her father's and her own profuſeneſs, 
he had contracted debts, which 19 Gay 
TOY him with impriſonment. 


493.8080 

He changed, at this juncture, to be ſta- 
tioned in a town, near which Mr. Searls had 
a country houſe. The Banker, ever ſens 
ſible to the charms of a fine woman, Davy 5 


7 
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ing ſeen the exciſe · man's daughter, be- 

came enamoured, and ſought her father's 
- acquaintance. He ſoon perceived the diffi- 

culties Mr. Brett laboured under, and of- 

fered to lay down any ſum to extricate 
him out of his diſtreſs, and to procure him 
à higher poſt, at the * of his * 

W honour. | 


= The wicked. parent e and, to 
avoid a temporary diſgrace to himſelf, 
5 fixed a perpetual one on his child. In ſhort, 
her virtue paid the price of his releaſe 3 
ind though ſhe deſpiſed her gallant, her 
ambition obliged her to counterfeit a ten- 
gerneſs ſne was an utter ſtranger to, in or- 
der to wheedle him out of a ſettlement, 
which might enable her to be above the 
enſure of her equals, and to look un- 
abaſhed in the preſence of her fuperiors : 
Her father having taught her, that wealth 
grandeur once attained, no matter by 
hat means, was ſure to be attended 
and careſſed by the world, and that ſuch 
a fence would ever rebate the force of 


CANC OUS arrows. 
Though 


— 1 
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Though Mr. Searls. frequently indulgs 
ed himſelf in the gratifications of his cri- | 
minal inclinations,” he was yet in too much 
awe of his wife, not to conceal the liber - 
ties he took. He, therefore, haſtened to 
remove Mr. Brett and his daughter, out 
of the neighbourhood ; and a ſuperviſor's. 
place, which he had procured for the for- 
mer, was a plauſible pretence. The 
wretched father did, not long enjoy the 
reward of his iniquitous proceeding, being 
taken off, by a fit of an «poplexy7” before 
the year expired. 


The banker continued to mms for 
his daughter ſome years after, till grow- 
ing tired of her, he began to decline in his 
viſits ; and ſhe, not being able to bring him 
to any ſtipulated agreement for her main- 
tenance, began to fear being left deſtitute ; 
when he told her, if ſhe would condeſcend. 
to aid him with her ſervice in his future 
amours, he would not withdraw the allow- 
ance he had hitherto afforded her: and, at 

the ſame time, gave her liberty to engage 
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in any affair of that nature, by which ſhe 
een eee | 


-She, finding there was no pollbility of 
obtaining any thing from him, without 
- complying with his propoſal, agreed to it. 

And, after having been ſubſervient to his 
pleaſures, by procuring him ſeveral young 
women of her .acquaintance, he ordered 
her to get herſelf recommended to his 
wife's ſervice, about the time that he took 
Miss Wellers from ſchool, in order to intro- 

duce her to that young lady's acquaintance ; 
and, by that means, to make her inſtrumen- 
tal to the completion of the deſign he had 
formed againſt the virtue of his fair ward; 
for which ſervice he had promiſed her a 


—_ _ Tonſfiderable quantity. 


The reader is now acquainted with the 
ſource from whence all that - wretched 
woman's pretended kindneſs for Miſs 
Wellers proceeded. The lodgings at Chel- 
ſea were hired by the banker, in order to 
catry on his deteſted ſcheme. How far they 


anſwered that end, will be ſhewn in the 
"ung chapter. | 
CHAP. 


* 
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N 


A CHAP. 1 
Containing a ſcheme of Miſs Welles. | 


E will now returs'do the Aiſtreſſed 
young lady, in the cloſet, who 
was no ſooner alone, than reflections on the 
danger to which ſhe ſaw herſelf expoſed 
threw her into an agony, eaſier to be im- 
agined than deſcribed. Having given vent 
to her grief, by tears and lamentations, ſhe 
fell on her knees, and fervently eee | 


the protection of heaven. 


She found herſelf much relieved by this 
act, and began to caſt about in her mind, 
by what means ſhe could extricate herſelf 
out of her preſent afflicting ſituation : when 
revolving various ſchemes, ſhe fix'd upon 
one, and taking out her pocket-book, ſhe, 
with a pencil, in the firſt leaf, wrote theſe 
words: If this ſhould fall into the hands 
of any good chriſtian, let him convey it 
© to the houſe of Mrs. mung in | Albe- 

8 marle-ſtreet. AH * 


F 
© - 
| 
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In the next leaf, ſhe wrote a few lines in 
the French language, ſignifying to that 


lady, that ſhe was in her guardian's hands, 


and in imminent danger of being forced from 
her, and of a misfortune ſtill more griev- 
ous, which ſhe could not commit to pa- 
per, if ſhe did an) to reſcue her 


very. wer. | 
| This ſhe out carefully into her pocket, 


omitting the names of herſelf and guardian, 
knowing Mrs. Goodall, was too well ac- 


quainted with her hand-writing to need 


| them. 


| She now fell into a doze, and ſlept ſome 
hours, but waking in a terror natural to a 
mind ſo agitated, ſcreamed. Her watch- 
ful guardian opened the door, and being 
apprehenſive ſhe might make ſome deſpe- 


rate attempt to free herſelf from his power, 


would not permit It to be ſhut 9 | 


In the morning, the coach arrived, el | 
Miſs Wellers ſuffered herſelf to be put into 


it. 
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it. They proceeded, in ſilence, to Hamp- 
ton-Court, and 3 at the TOY. 


The young lady could not be prevailed 
on to take any refreſhment ; and, though 
it was not above nine o'clock, they went 
to the Palace, the ſight of which would 
have afforded Miſs Wellers great enter- 
tainment, had not her mind been in too 
much perplexity to receive any. Coming 
out of the gallery, which contains the Car- 
toons, ſhe obſerved ſome company enter- 


ing, and deſignedly dropt her pocket-book. 


From the palace they returned to the 
Toy, where Mr. Searls had ordered tea 
and coffee. Miſs Wellers refuſed to fit 
at the table, but, taking a roll in her hand, 

retired to a window; rather to avoid con- 
verſation, than for the ſake of the view. 
However, as ſhe could not help caſting 
her eyes out of it, ſhe perceived a young 
gentleman paſſing by the houſe ſeveral 
times, regarding her very attentively, She 

followed him with her eye, till ſhe ſaw 
him hold up her pocket-book, giving her 
Vol. I. F a 
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a ſignal that he would obey her commands, 
at leaſt, ſo ſhe interpreted the motion he 
made to her. She obferved, he took oars 
at the ſtairs, within view of that window, 
and concluded he was going to town. 


The pleaſing hope that her innocent 
ſcheme would ſucceed, a little revived her; 
and ſhe appeared more chearful, and not 
deſirous of removing from the place ſhe 
was in. She conſented to partake of an ele- 
gant dinner that her guardian had prepared; 
and though his behaviour was by much 
too free, ſne endured it, in hopes of a ſpee- 

dy deliverance. 


Dinner ended, the banker propoſed to 
go on to Windſor; but his ward fearing 
ſhe ſhould not be found if ſhe left the 
place, expreſſed a deſire of ſtaying where 
ſhe was; alledging the little reſt ſhe had 
had the preceding night, as an excufe 
againſt a farther journey, The guardian, 
well ſatisfied to find her ſo eaſy, did not 
preſs their departure, but beſpoke a "WO"? 
to be 2 by nine. 


— 
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In the interval, he carried his company 
to take a view of Buſhy-park. The hours 
ſeemed very tedious to his charge, who be- 
gan, as it grew towards night, to fear ſhe 
had indulged falſe hopes. She relapfed 
into her former uneaſineſs when ſupper 
was brought in, and was with difficulty 
perſuaded to fit down. 


They had not been long ſeated, when 
they were alarmed by the abrupt entrance - 
of a lady and two ſtout men, whom Mr. 
Searls ſoon recognized for Mrs. Goodall, 
her ſteward and butler. In the utmoſt 
confuſion he attempted to riſe, and in his 
Hutter overturned a baſon of ſcalding hot 
fiſh ſauce, into Brett's lap, great part of 
- which lighting upon her hands, obliged 
her to riſe likewiſe. He then began to ſpeak. 


Madam, ' ſaid he, directing his diſ- 
courſe to Mrs. Goodall, I am ſurprized !? 
I believe you are! interrupted that lady, 
(caſting a look of -indignation upon him) 

I came hither with that intent: come, my 


* 


F 2 dear, 


% 
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b dear,“ ſaid ſhe to Miſs Wellers, (who 


1 


1 55 had been in tears, and unable to utter a 
fſyllable, from the moment ſhe ſaw be 
let me conduct you out of this company.” 


'So ſaying, ſhe led her into another room, 
not deigning to hear the banker's excuſes, 
whilſt he and his procureſs remained in 
the greateſt conſternation, without offering 
to ſpeak a ſingle word. As ſoon as he 
could regain the uſe of his tongue, he bid 
his coachman put to, and drive him di- 
rectly to London, without ſtopping. 


But it fo happened, that the fellow was 
obliged to diſobey him, and to halt, by the 
command of a highwayman, to whom Mr. 
Searls ſurrendered his watch, rings and 
money, to the amount of a conſiderable 
ſum ; which he intended to beſtow on the 
fair thief that had deprived him of his 
heart. To add to his vexation, the 
coachman driving careleſsly, overturned his 
fare into the deep ditch that conveys water 
from the Thames to the Chelſea water- 


works ; by which accident they were not 
only 


3 
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only well drenched, but by the glaſſes 
breaking in the fall, the banker received 
a long cut acroſs his forchead ; which he 
has ſince affirmed was given him by a 
highwayman with whom he encountered. 


Leaving him and his vile accomplice in 
this uncomfortable ſituation, let us take a 
view of the ladies they left behind them. 
When the younger was a little recovered 
from her ſurprize, and Mrs. Goodall had 
ſignity'd her intentions of not returning to 
town till the morning, ſhe acquainted that 
lady with all that had paſſed ſince Thurſday 
morning. 


This recital occaſioned Mrs. Goodall 

to break out into invectives againſt Mr, 
Searls, and to make many pious remarks on 
the goodneſs of that over-ruling providence 
which ever protects defenceleſs innocence. 


Her young friend aſked if ſhe was not 
ſurprized at Mrs: Martin's returning alone?” 
She replied, * The meſſage you ſent by her 
« ſatisfied me upon that head.“. 5 

F 3 *Y 
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© I ſent no meſſage!” anſwered Miſs 
Wellers, nor did I ſee Mrs. Martin after 
© ſhe ſet me down at that ill woman's 
* lodgings.” 


l did not hear that-you-did,* (returned 
the lady) © but ſhe told me you had not 
* been an hour with Mrs. Brett, before 
you ſent to her, to tell her ſhe might re- 
turn, and inform me that you found Mrs. 
Brett extremely ill, and that ſhe intreated 
you not to leave her in extremity z and 
vou hoped I would excuſe: your ſtaying 
* with her that night, and would inform 
me in the morning at what time to ſend 
for you. The writing in your pocket- 
* book was a molt providential thought; 
for this meſiage had lulled me into ſuch 
* a ſecurity, that I ſhould not have been 
* amazed if you had ſtayed at Chelſea till 
* now. About the time I might ex- 
« pet to hear from you, I was informed 
* a gentleman deſired to ſpeak with me; 
I ordered him to be ſhewn up, and he 
, entering with a 2 bow, delivered 

the 
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the pocket-book. Having. read your 
confuſed ſcrawl, I demanded of him, by 
what means it came into his hands ? He 
ſatisfied me in that particular, and con- 
jured me to loſe no time; for as he had 
read the contents, he imagined the-young 
lady was in danger of being forced ſome- 
where againſt her inclination. I returned 
him thanks, and defired he would call 
again, as I was in too much confuſion to 
return his civility in a proper manner. 
But, my dear, I am thinking we ought to 
put you entirely out of the power of that 
wretch your guardian, by chuſing one 
more proper for the truſt.” 


SS. a FT @. @ , T1. evmnmarTs 


© Dear madam,” (anſwered Miſs Wellers) 
* will you be ſo kind to take that trouble 
upon you? 


Fes, that I will with all my heart;“ 
(returned the lady) and the ſooner it is 
done the better; but as it muſt be a mat- 
ter of form, I will confult my lawyer, 
if I have time after my journey to mor- 
row. But I think we ought now to re- 
tire to our repoſe. 


F 4 Reader, 


R „ * 
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bo 


Reader, indulge your humour, and be 
even with the ladies, but when you awake 
turn to 


CHAP. XI. 


In which is contained ſome account of a 
character, that for many reaſons we 
hope is not uncommon. 


RS. Goodall and Miſs Wellers ar- 
rived in town on the Saturday noon, 
and the elder lady was fo impatient to put 


the other out- of the power of her trea- 
cherous guardian, before he could form 


any freſh. ſchemes, that, notwithſtanding 


her Journey had ſomewhat fatigued her, 
the went in the afternoon to the houſe of 
Mr. Samber, a counſellor, renowned for 


his probity and learning. 


On her entrance, ſhe ſaw a glimpſe of 
the ſame gentleman that brought her the 
pocket- book; which occaſioned her, (when 


ſhe had fettled the affair ſhe came to con- 
ſult upon) to aſk Mr. Samber, if that gen- 
tleman 
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tleman was any relation of his? The coun- 
ſellor replied, there was no affinity be- 
tween them, but what proceeded from 
friendſhip. * Charles Godfrey,” (continu- 
ed he) © is a worthy young fellow, and the 
« ſon of a gentleman who was very dear to 
me. Being left young with but aflen- 
« der fortune, I took upon me the care of 
© his education ; and by the progreſs he 
© has made in learning, and the diligence 
© with which he applies to the duties of 
© his profeſſion, I am amply rewarded for 
my trouble. I removed him, after a con- 
* venient ſtay at the univerſity, to the Tem- 

© ple; and he has lately been called to the 
* bar, where I flatter myſelf he will one 
day make no inconſiderable figure.” 


© He has a very modeſt ſenſible appear- 
* ance,” (ſaid the lady) and. I think his 


© perſon one of the moſt compleat 1 even” 
+ beheld.” 


] aſſure you, madam,” (anſwered Mr. 
Samber) © his mind is no leſs amiable.. 
© His wit, which is one of his moſt ſhining 

* endowments, is tempered by a judgment, 
| Fs v pene 
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7 penetrating, clear, and ſtrong, which 

prevents its breaking out either into ſa- 
tire or levity, and "renders him an en- 
a mining as well as inoffenſive compa- 
nion.“ 


The character you give this young 
« gentleman,” (replied Mrs. Goodall) re- 
* flects great honour on your own judg- 
* ment; and 1 do not queſtion bur his con- 
duct will afford you a ſufficient recom- 
© pence for the pains you have taken in the 


cultivation of his.” 


This lady thinking it time to depart, 
returned home, full of the pleaſing account 
ſhe had heard of Mr. Godfrey, which ſhe 
communicated to her young companion. 


The banker was informed of Miſs Wel- 


lers's proceedings by Mrs. Goodall's ſtew- 


ard, not thinking it proper to honour him 


with an interview upon the occaſion; not 
that ſhe acquainted Mr. Stedman, or any 
other perſon, with the motives that induced 
Miſs Wellers to take this ſtep, as ſhe 


hoped 


LUCY WELLERS. 107 
hoped the ill fucceſs of his late deſign, 
would deter him from attempting any of 
the like nature, and was not willing to ex- 
poſe his behaviour in this affair, leſt it 
ſhould too nearly affect his wife. So cau- 
tious was this humane lady of giving pain 
to another | 


The day after, when the ladies returned 
from church, they found the gentleman 
that had been inſtrumental in the recovery 
of Miſs Wellers, waiting their arrival. 


Mrs. Goodall expreſſed great pleaſure 
at ſeeing him, and informed Miſs Wellers 
that that gentleman was Mr. Godfrey, to 


whom ſhe was ſo much obliged. He receiy 


ed their thanks in a modeſt manner, con- 
gratubated Mrs. Goodall on the recovery of 


the young lady, as he did Miſs Wellers on 
her eſcape. 


His deportment confirming Mrs. Good- | 
all in the opinion ſhe had entertained of 
him from Mr. Samber's account, ſhe 
preſſed him to ſtay dinner, but he excuſed 
himſelf, ſaying he was expected at home; 
F 6 dut, 
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© but, with her leave, he would do himſelf 
the honour of waiting upon her again. 


Upon which, ſhe gave him an invitation 


to her houſe either in town or in country, 
and begg'd ſhe might fee him often. She 


then left the room, deſiring him to _ till 


; the returned. 


During her abſence, he told Miſs Wel- 


lers, he ſhould eſteem Friday as the happieſt 
day he had known; ſince the adventures 
of that day had given birth to an acquain- 
-tance with ladies of fuch diſtinguiſhed 


merit. He then. begg'd he might be fa- 


 voured with her name. 


She replied, © Fhe obligations I am un- 


der to you, Sir, are of fuch a nature as 


© fave me no room to refufe your requeſt, 


if I had, as 1 really have no reaſon, to 
- © conceal the name of Wellers.” 


- I preſume, madam,” (ſaid he) © you 


"© are niece to Mrs. Goodall?“ 


| No, Sir,” (anſwered ſhe, with a ſigh) 
lam not fo * as to be any Way 
| 8 related 
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© related to that lady; and the favours. I 
receive from her are entirely the reſult 
bd olf her beneficent diſpoſition,” 


Mrs. Goodall, now entering the room, 
addreſſed Mr. Godfrey, As I am indebt- 
ed to you, Sir,” (faid ſhe) © for the reco- 
very of this valuable jewel, (pointing 
to Miſs Wellers) do me the favour” to 
* wear this trifling one.“ | 


She then preſented him with a handſome 
diamond ring, which he accepted with a 
reſpectful bow, and a look that teſtified 
plainer than words could expreſs,” how 


agreeable the preſent was to him. 


After he was gone, both the ladies ex- 
preſſed their approbation of his behavi- 
our; and Miſs Wellers returned her new 
guardian thanks for the favours ſhe had 
beſtowed on her deliverer, as it was ſuch 
a kind proof of the affection with which 
ſhe honoured her. 


The many encomiums Mrs. Goodall 
deſtowed on Mr. Godfrey, joined to her 
, own 
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on obſervation of him, made an impreſ- 
ſion on the mind of this young lady very 
much in his favour; and, without any in- 
dications of the paſſion of love, ſhe con- 
ceived an eſteem for his merit. The little 
converſation he had had with her, inſpired 
him with the like ſentiments in regard to 
her. | 


He went to Mrs. Goodall's in the follow- 
ing week, and paſſed a day no leſs to his 
own ſatisfaction than to that of the two 
ladies. In the ſecond interview, he diſ- 
covered ſuch a fund of ſenſe, reaſon, and 
goodneſs, in Miſs Wellers, that he came 
away entirely captivated by the beauties of 
her mind; which repreſented thoſe of her 
perſon in a much ſtronger light than they 
would otherwiſe have appeared to him; 
who made little account of exterior charms, 
unleſs ſo accompanied. And frequently, 
when he has been admiring the beautiful 
outſide of a fine lady, would join with the 
wolf in the fable, in this exclamation, 
What pity ſo fine a head ſhould be with- 
out brains !' But his acquaintance with 
this 
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this young lady convinced him, that the 


rules of neceſſity do not require that a fine 
head ſhould be always a carved ,one. 


As he now began to feel the ſymptoms 
of a paſſion he had hitherto been a ſtranger 
to, he uſed his utmoſt efforts to keep it 
under proper regulations ; for he neither 
wiſhed or endeavoured to extinguiſh it. 
He was conſcious his circumſtances were 
at preſent too contracted to permit him to 
make an offer according to the dictates of 
his heart; but he was not without hopes, 
by diligence and affiduity in his profeſſion, 
to improve them into a competency, which 
his reaſon aſſured him would afford him 
happineſs, with a wife of "Miſs Wellers's 
diſpoſition. ' He had been informed how 
little ſhe was indebred to fortune; but that 


information only ſerved to excite his deſire 


of improving his own, in order to make 
up that deficiency. gt 


He determined, for the preſent, to con- 
ceal the ſoft ſentiments of his heart, and, 
under che veil of friendſhip, to cultivate 


her 
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her acquaintance; by which he hoped to 
gain her eſteem, and pave the way for the 
introduction of a real paſſion. He ad- 
hered fo ſtrictly to this reſolution, that 
though he had frequent interviews with 
the lady, every one of which tended to 
encreaſe his fondneſs for her, no word eſ- 
caped him, which could give her the leaſt 
intimation of what paſſed in his heart. Tis 
true, he took all imaginable pains to ap- 
pear agreeable to her, and to aſſure her ſhe 
was thoroughly ſo to him: but all his words 
and actions ſeemed to proceed rather from 
the dictates of a diſintereſted friendſnip 
- than from a heart inſpired by love. | 


Mliſs Wellers received his profeſſions of 
eſteem, and modeſtly returned them with 
that caſe peculiar to a heart incapable of 


CAP. 
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C HAP. XII. 
The ſcene changes to the country. 


R. Godfrey and Miſs Wellers con- 
1 tinued their friendly commerce, till 
the month of May, the uſual ſeaſon for ru- 
ral enjoyments, invited Mrs. Goodall into 

the country. As this lady had a contem- 
plative turn of mind, ſhe found an exqui- 

ſite entertainment in obſerving the various 


beauties with which the bounteous Author 


of nature has laviſhly adorned that part 
of the year: every enamelled meadow, 
verdant lawn, and beſpangled hedge, ex- 


cited her admiration ; and the diverſity ſne 


-obſerved in the variegated hues of the 


flowery creation, joined with the melody 
of the tuneful inhabitants of the grove, 


never failed to raiſe in her ſoul fuch grate- 


ful ſenſations, as cauſed her frequently to 


accompany the winged choriſters, in ſongs 
of praiſe and thankſgiving to that bene- 
ficent Being who has ſo beautifully adorn- 


ed | 


— 


—— 2 — —ꝛ— — — — 2 — 
— — — — 2 — 


3 „„ = — -_ — — 


214 The HISs Ton ef 
ed the lilly, that even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one-of 


© theſe ;* and who, in like manner, extends 


his favour and protection to the meaneſt of 
the feathered kind. 


T he various * the country exhibit- 


ed, gave great occaſion for agreeable ſpecu- 


lations; from which ſhe had the diſcern- 
ment to draw inferences no leſs improving 
than entertaining; and to recommend ſuch 


to the obſervation of her young compani- 
on, who had a capacity fit to receive, and 


improve by, ſuch leſſons. 


We will now, therefore, attend Mrs. 
Goodall to her ſeat in one of the northern 


counties; whither ſhe invited Mr. God- 


frey to follow her, when his buſineſs would 


permit him to make ſuch an excurſion. 


NS - houſe was an antique building, fitu- 
ated on a delightful eminence, in the midſt 


of a park. On one fide was a pleaſant 
grove, cut into avenues, which were ter- 


minated by arbours. By the ſide of this 


grove, 
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grove, ran a ſerpentine. river, formed by 
nature, and at Mr. Goodall's expence made 
navigable for the conveniengg of n 
ing coals into an inland country. 


The inſide of chis venerable habitation 


was furniſhed in an elegant, though not a 
modern taſte : the portraits of Mr. Good- 
all's and her on anceſtors, were preſerved 


with the utmoſt care; thoſe of her huſband, 
herſelf and ſon, were placed in her WP 
room. | 


The village in which this manſion was 


ſituated, was ſo compact, that moſt of the 


houſes encircled a green, of no large cir- 


cumference; in the midſt of which ſtood 
the church, which was neatly ornamented, 
and had an organ given by Mrs., Goodall, 
who allowed a ſalary of twenty pounds a 


year, to a perſon that conſtantly attended 


it. 


The parſonage houſe adjoined to the 
church; to which there -was an avenue 


from Mrs, Goodall's park-gate. The rec- 


tor 


bf — * 10 4 
5 = 
—  _—___ uy» 0 - —n—— 
— : Ct Ra —— * 
— — — N —— 


- 
* L 4 
: 
4 = 4 l 
— ——— 2 —6ü6— —¾ . ˙ e.. - 
— . 2K ——2 


6 . 
—— —— _ 


—— m4, 


116 The W of 

tor was near ſixty years of age; a man of 
great erudition, profound learning, and 
ſanctity of manners; z add to theſe, a polite- 
neſs he had acquired in his youth, that 
rendered his company coveted and eſteem- 


ed by every perſon of good ſenſe and breed- 


ing in the neighbourhood. His wife was 


equally beloved for her ingenuity and af- 


fable behaviour. They had a niece wo 
lived with them, and to whom they be- 


haved with the ſame indulgent fondneſs 
that ſhe could have experienced from the 
tendereſt of parents; and had the ſatis- 
faction to receive a ſuitable return of obe- 
dience and affection from her. 


It is to be ſuppoſed a lady of Mrs. Good- 
all's diſpoſition muſt be deſirous of culti- 
vating an intimacy with ſuch a family; 
and indeed, there had been always an un- 
interrupted harmony between them. 


Mrs. Goodall had ſuch an opinion of 
Dr. Wright's judgment, that ſhe often 
conſulted with him on emergent occaſions; 
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and never had the leaſt cauſe to repent the 
confidence ſhe repoſed in his 1 We 1 


No AY had the village notice of has 
arrival, by the clamour of the bells, than 
the doctor waited on her, to welcome her 
return. He was followed by her tenants 
and humble retainers, who with no leſs 
good will, though in a much leſs eloquent 
manner, expreſſed their joy at the fight 
of the lady of the manour. She returned 
their civilities as they deſerved; and re- 
vived her accuſtomed hoſpitality. 0 


Miſs Burton, the doctor's niece, and 

Miſs Wellers, contracted an intimacy, 
which the parity of their years and diſpo- 
ſitions ſoon ripened into friendſhip. They 
amuſed themſelves in pieces of needle- 
work, and reading together ſuch authors 
as the doctor and Mrs. Goodall recom- 
mended to their peruſal. 


Miſs Wellers thought herſelf very pi 
in her preſent ſituation, and accounted Miſs - 


Burton's acquaintance an additional feli- 


city. 
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city. She often remarked a penſiveneſs in 
this friend; and that ſometimes ſhe appeared 
under a dejection, which the chearfulneſs 
and vivacity of her wit at others, plainly 
proved was not natural to her. From this 
obſervation ſhe. entertained a ſuſpicion 
that Miſs Burton laboured under ſome un- 
eaſineſs of mind; and as it is the part of 
a. real. friend to endeavour to leſſen any 
ſuch, ſhe determined to enquire into the 
cauſe, in order, if it lay in her power, to 
remove the effect. 


In conſequence of this reſolution, one even- 
ing, as they were ſitting together in the grove, 
ſhe addreſſed Miſs Burton in theſe words: 
© T hope, my dear Nancy, you will pardon 
* a curioſity that I aſſure you proceeds 
© from motives of the ſincereſt affection. 
I have, for ſome days, remarked a dejec- 
tion in your countenance that has given 
me great pain; and as I would do any 
© thing to remove it, ſuffer me to enquire 
into the occaſion. You may depend 
C 
* 


upon my ſecreſy, if it is of ſuch a na- 
ture as to require it. And if I can be of 
b | 8 


2 


LU CY WELLERS. 119 
no other ſervice to you, I ſhould be glad 
to lighten your grief, by participation.” 


a 


3 


The other replied, with tears in her eyes, 
I have too often experienced your friendly 
regard, to refuſe gratifying your curioſi- 
ty; but, as that cannot be done without 
entering into a tedious detail of various 
circumſtances, I fear your patience will 
be exhauſted before I conclude my ſtory.? - 


* KR £6 Aa a * 


Miſs Wellers having deſired her to make 
no further apology, and promiſed to be 
very attentive, Miſs Burton related what 
the reader may find, in the ſecond book, if 
he pleaſes. | * 
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BOOK II. 


CHAP. I. 


A performance of the promiſe made inthe 
concluſion of the firſt book. 


— 


the following manner. 


Since you ſo kindly intereſt — 
in my concerns, I will obey your com- 
* mands; and that you may the bet- 

Vol. I. 6 * ter 


6 V. 


188 Burton began her recital is - 
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* ter underſtand the cauſe of that uneaſi- 
+. neſs which I would fain conceal, I will 

begin with, my birth, which pre 
3 Fan. . —9 

1 rn 

= £96 My father, who was brother to my 
good aunt Wright, was in orders; and 
© had preferment to the amount of four 
© 'hundred pounds a year. My mother had 


3 two thouſand pounds to her fortune, 


* which at the time ſhe married was ſettled 
upon her, and her heirs. She had no 
child in the firſt year after her marriage: 
and the unlucky South - ſea year ſucceed- 
ing, ſhe was perſuaded to relinquiſh her 
+ ſettlement, and put the money into the 
« South-ſea, in hopes, like many infatuated 
5 people, of having the principal prodi- 
< giouſly encreaſed; the conſequence of 
* ien a the loſs of the whole ſum · 


* Ta then year Kalloniag; Lhad a Webber 
© born, who is now accompanying a young 
< "nobleman in his travels.—Some time 
4 after, I] came into the world, We were 
2 . our parents, with great 

indul- 


1 


LUCY WELLERS. Ty 
© indulgence. They ſpared no expence in 
our education. My father was a man of 
more wit than ceconomy, and my mo- 
© ther's temper did not qualify her to 
© rectify miſtakes of that ſort; for having 
been accuftomed to lead a very gay, ex- 
* penſiye life, whilſt ſingle, ſhe continu · 
ed to do the fame after ſhe had a family: 
and jaunts to town yearly, where ſhe 
might pattake of public diverſions, were 
not coriſiſtent with their income; eſpe- 
< cially as my father was likewiſe fond of 
a great deal of company, and by his 
<* facetious wit, had rendered himſelf agree - 
able to many families of great diſtinction, 
who courted his acquaintance on account 
of the entertainment his converſation af- 
© forded them, but never thought of mak- 
* * him any return for the expence they 

put him to, His exceſſive fondneſs for 
* my mother, blinded him to her faults, 
and his own indolent diſpoſition pre- 


vented him from examining into the ſtate 


of his affairs, and hindered him from 

< perceiving the perplexity in which his 

$ heedleſsneſs had involved him. 
Ho 6 Matters $ 
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Matters were in this ſituation, when 
I was taken from the boarding-ſchool, 
and introduced into the beſt compa- 
ny. I had been at home two years, when 
my brother brought an univerſity acquain- 
© tance of his, to paſs a. month at our 
© houſe. This gentleman, whoſe name 
* was Willit, was the only child of acler- 
« gyman, who poſſeſſed a very pretty eſtate, 
-< beſides his preferment, which was conſi- 
+ derable: his temper was the very reverſe 
of my father's, being, perhaps, the moſt 
© penurious man upon earth; and though 
© he pretended to love his ſon extremely, 
I have reaſon to think his affection for 
money was more prevalent, 


_< Mr. Willit had not been with us a fort- 
night, before he became very particular 
in his compliments to me; and before he 

« parted from our family, made a plain de- 

© claration of love; which, as I had con- 
< ceived a very high opinion of his merit, 
from my brother's recommendation, I 
vill confeſs, gave me no diſpleaſure ; on 
. the 
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the contrary, I received it in a manner 


chat ſhewed 1 had no averſion to his pro- 
poſal, though it did not amount to a di- 
rect approbation of it. 


© He 12 us; and in a few days after, I 


- received a letter from him, filled with 
proteſtations of love and tenderneſs. My 
brother, to whom he had imparted his 
intentions, became his advocate; and my 


parents being informed by my brother of. 
tl: affair, had no objection. However, 
my father ſaid, it was proper, before we 


proceeded further, to procure old Mr. 
Willit's conſent. 


About this time, a maiden ſiſter of 
my mother's, and her ſenior, came to 
reſide at our houſe; which gave great 
ſatisfaction to us all, as ſhe had been ſo 
offended with my mother for the ſtep 
ſhe took in the fatal South ſea year, that 
ſne had never taken any notice of her 
from that time. Her reconciliation in- 
ſpired them with hopes, that being in 
the decline of life, and very fond of * 
G 3 —1 
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I ſhould inherit her fortune; which ſhe | 
had managed with ſuch œconomy as to 


Deneraſe it to a much larger ſum chan my 
2 © mother had loſt. wy 


My aunt was ſoon A with Mr. 
© Willit's pretenſions, and highly approved 
| , © them; frequently declaring, if it was a 
l * match, I ſhould, at her death, have at 
= 0 as s good a fortune | Co my mother 
| had. N 


Jou may imagine how agreeable theſe 
< declarations were to me! I took all poſſi- 
ble care to oblige her, and ſubmitted to 

all her whims, (for ſhe was a great-hu- 
- - -£+ mouriſt,) thinking I could never be grate- 
e ful enough for her kind intentions. 


- 0 — u—u—y— — 
— — 


My lover continued to proſecute me J 
with ardent ſollicitations ; and I began 
| _ © 'to'caſt off all reſerve, and confeſſed my 

heart was inclined to favour him; but 

© defired he would adden to gain = 
* nner 8 weilen ie: 


6 


N 
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3. He lamented his. 1 and 
© ſaid, he feared that would blind him 
to the merit he thought fit to ſay I poſ- 
ſeſſed. Upon my preſſing him to ſound 
his inclinations, My dear Nancy, an- 
ſwered he I have, and am ſorry to ſay, he 
is obſtinately bent to oppoſe my deſires; 
© but ſince, I have the happineſs to be aſſur- 
ed you will not, I hope, in time, to bring. 
him to a different way of thinking. 


I replied, I was concerned that Mr. 
Willit ſhould be ſo averſe; but ſince it 
+ was fo, it would be better, in my opinion, 
to drop the affair; for the objections he 
made to me were not eaſily to be re- 
moved, and it, would be more prudent 
in us to ſeparate now; though I ſhould 
* ever retain a nd n for fem 


= He Gene make coofalad © _ in- 
6 «© treated me, if I had any regard for his. 
peace of mind, not to mention a ſepara- 
© tion, the very thought of which would 
* deſtroy it for.ever. He continued- to 

G 4 * ſay 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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© fay all that the moſt ardent love could 
« dictate, to aſſure me of his conſtancy and 
© fincerity, and to diſſuade me from part- 


ing. He earneſtly begg'd, however his 


+ father might behave, that 1 would per- 
mit him to continue a correſpondence 


with me, till he ſhould be in a capacity 


* of marrying without his concurrence, 


which he hoped at laſt to obtain. 


© He was too importunate to be denied. 


My aunt appeared to like Mr. Willit 


© extremely, and repeated before him the 
© kind declaration ſhe had fo often made! in 
* my favour. 


I had the ſatisfaction to receive a letter 
from him ſoon after, in which he told 
© me; he was not without hopes of gaining 
© his father's conſent to our union, by the 
time he was capable of holding the pre- 
* ferment deſigned for him. And hinted, 
© that he feared this alteration in the old 
© gentleman's ſentiments, proceeded from 

« ſome intelligence he had received con- 


* cerning my aunt. 


8 
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© ] did not concern myſelf from what 


© motive ſo agreeable a change proceeded, . 


© tho* had it been from a leſs mercenary 
"© one, it would have afforded me greater 


a 


« pleaſure. However, as it was, I was de- 


* lighted with it; and determined to . uſe 


* my utmoſt endeavours to regulate my -' 
conduct in ſuch a manner, that he ſhould. 
have no reaſon to . of his compli- 


© ance,? 


Here Miſs Burton was interrupted by a 
ſervant, who came to tell the ladies, they 
were deſired to walk in, to attend the ar- 
rival, of ſome company. They obeyed the 
ſummons, having agreed to meet in the 


ſame place next day to finiſh Miſs Burton's 
ſtory. Which, if the reader has any incli- 
nation to be acquainted with, he is deſired 


to be in the grove adjoining to the park, 
to-morrow evening, between the hours of 
ſix and ſeven, where he may either doze 
or wander unmoleſted, if he ſhould. grow 
tired of liſtening to a true and impartial 


account of the proceedings of Joſeph 
2:45 A. M. 
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Contains an odd: account 8 an odd affair, 
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1 


\N ths ladies eedng the hall, ny 
obſerved a coachman's Whip, and 
faw two ſervants in a livery which Miſs 
Burton ſaid belonged to Jack Shooter, a 
country Tquire in the a ona] 


C1148 


No ſooner did they make their appearance 


in the parlour, than the ſquire made di- 
rectly up to Miſs Wellers, and, wiping his 
tips with the back of his hand, gave her 
a have fmack, and welcomed her into 
their country. HECHT ATR}, 95rd TO 


4 o 
- 


hn of 


She bluſhed at fo wag a cata 


which the ſquire remarking, faid, (in a 


counter-tenour voice) Nay, if you don't 
* like it, give it me _— 


n hoon difficulty ſhe could 
extricate herſelf from his ſpurs, which 
had taken ſuch hold of her flowered muſlin 
f ſack, 
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ſack, that they were not to be removed, 
without n a renne . in 
it. 14 . 3 3 


He made many 2 apologies Ke 
the accident; at the ſame time ſaid, he 
wondered what made women wear Joc! 
flimſey gear ?. W, 


F >} v2: At 


His ſiſter who. accompanied him,  hop- 
ed Miſs would excuſe her e 8 free 


dom, but it was his way. 


| c Nay, madam? Taid he, ſeating hal : 
by Miſs Wellers, and:clapping. ohe hand: 


on her knee, I hope no offence I, PUMP 
© welcome to be as free with me; then 


ſtarting up and running to the ſide board. 
he took off a bumper, with Miſs! here's 
& to our better. acquaintance z+. won't you. 

pledge me, to ſhow you are friends Wich 


3 
© me? 5 ne 
k a —— . + + 


She replied, I have not taken any thing 

* amiſs, Sir, but muſt deſire to be excyſed. 
« proving it juſt now, in the manner you 
propoſe. oh , 

G 6 Miss 


> 
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- Miſs Shooter was very inquiſitive after ll 

faſhions, and what the ladies at London | 

wore, Then eying Miſs Wellers from / 
| 


head to foot, told her, ſhe would be much 
EY © "Ew, an pattern of her 4 


obſerving, when women got together they 
ways talked about dreſs and nonſenſe. 
3 Then directing his difcourſe to Mrs. Good- | 
| all, © Pray, madam, did you hear any talk 
| at London concerning a tax upon dogs % 


At 258 Jack burſt into a horſe- laugh, | 


1 No really, Sir, anſwered the — 
| 1 v wha I cannot help thinking it would 
be no improper expedient, to rid the 
nation of many inconveniencies ariſing 
from the multitude of thoſe animals 
© with which it ſeems to be over- run. Not 
that I am an enemy to dogs in their pro- 


per Plates. 
L I love them in all places,” returned 
. there's my bitch Damſel; I would 


* not part with her for half wy eſtate. 
Tuben 
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Fhen ſetting up a hunting note, he bawPd 
Hey Damſel! -Tipler ! Rockwood ! and 
immediately all his dogs made their me 
pearance in che parlour.. | 


— 
* * 


| Mrs. Goodall, in + civil manner, inti- 
mated that their abſence would be more 
agreeable to her than their preſence; upon 

which Jack conducted them out. When 
| he returned to the company, he found 
| them talking over what had paſſed in the 
country ſince Mrs: Goodall laſt left it. 
| Miſs Shooter told her of à fine lady that 
, 


had taken a honſe in a neighbouring 
market town, who had alarmed the folks, 
by inviting all the gentry round the country 
to what ſhe called a Rout, at her own houſe 
| chat ſhe and her brother had cards None 
) them, upon the occaſion. 


And did you go? faid Meg, Goda, 
© Yes, yes, we went; 3 anſwe N x 
«ai but catch me at that ſpotſagain, 


< if you can * * 


Why, did not you like your entertaln- 
. * ment, Mr. Shooter?“ 25 
p 2 * Enters 
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* 15 1 (repeated Jack) 2 there 
© was no entertainment: the der'] a. bit 

5 was there to eat, but kickſhaws of pre- 
t ſſerved plums, and ſuch like. I was in 
CE. + hope, as we were to ſtay the evening, they 
. would have had a good loin of beef, or a 

«c ham, or ſomewhat handſome for ſupper. 
bc was drink enough to tox one, that 
Luſt needs ſay, and I took off but two 
bottles, of claret and one flaſk of cham- 
© paign, to my ſhare... And 1 grew giddy 
+ © preſently ; ſo L went up ſtairs, purpoſing 
to lie down a bit; but when I came there, 
# all the chambers were full of folks at 
T + cards. So.I found my way down into 
© - the ſtable, and there I had a. comfortable 
© napz, and *twou'd have been better for 


« me if I had ſlept longer. 


ai 
FT -; 


TT. Ter bob > 


1 Neat when I waked, they got me to 
fk : and I may ſay I ſhould under- 
and that game, for I have played at it 
tee ſince I was a lad. But there was 


* * LA 92 * - P * N 
* 
1 wht 
* 
IF <þ 7 e 
os 


4 


'- I 


N two 


of 
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© two fine fellows with Pig-tail'd wigs- 


and laced coats, that held the mayor 
© and I, and they betted and betted;/till 


vas perſuaded to bett too, and d 1 | 


© oft to the tune of tel guineas. Then 
I went to another table, and ſat down to 
© a game at bragg, being loth to go.away 
a loſer, but I had the ſame bad lack, 


3nd" brage'd away five more. That I _ 
muſt needs ſay, did not mad me,ſo-much _ ©} 
< as what I loſt at whiſk ;. not that T value | 
6 the money a hare? s foot, but *twou'd vex 3 


„one to loſe ib ſo to ſtrangers.  Belides, 1 


did not” think they play d fair: for 1 


heard one of then: ſay to his Partner, | 
5 Why did you play ſuch a card! ? and he 


= anſwered, becauſe Mr. Hoyle adviſed me 
„to it. Upon this, Sir, id. 1 dom t 


know which of the gentlemen is Mir. 


Hoyle, but I muſt ſay *tis not handſome 


© nor fair, for any gentleman that looks 
on, to ſay any thing about the game. 


« He laughed in my face, and ſaid, 1 


6 might call Mr. Hoyle to account for. it, 


«fl pleaſed, So I will, ſaid I, if I can 
« cn im, and enen | 


* enquire” 


15 
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© enquire him out. No body had the man- 
**ners to teſt me he was not there; but 
they ſent me from one table to another, 
*-to look for him, till I happened to light 
*-of: the lady of the houſe, She was ſome- 

, * what civiler than the reſt, though ſhe 
could not help laughing, and told me, 

© the gentlemen were merry, but they 
meant a book, that fine folks ſtudied ig. 

Now, that I thought a jeer ; for theſe. 

* fops looked as if they had never ſtudied 

* any thing in their lives. Beſides, I did 

not ſuppoſe any body read books to teach 
them to play cards. But when I came 
© home, my man Joſhua told me, that 

Mr. John the lady's footman, had lent 

him a book about whiſk ; upon which 1 

*< looked into it, but 1 could make neither 

bead nor tail on't.? 


« Pray madam,” ſaid Mrs. Goodall to 
"Miſs Shooter, © how did you like this 
-* rout SE: 


Oh of all things (anſwered the ſquire' 
"Tiſter) © 1 wiſh my brother wou'd have one. 
© No, 
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No, no, (replied he, ſhrugging his 
ſhoulders) * I know a trick worth two of 
that; there's Mrs. Figg, the mayorels, 
has had the upholſterers and carpenters 
pulling down beds, and putting her houſe 
* to rights this fortnight, on purpoſe to 
* have one; but I'll have no ſuch doings 
© at Topewell-hall, while 1 am malter 
© on't.' | 


Dr. Wright now entering the room, 
was ſaluted by Jack with a cordial ſhake 
of the hand, and Well, parſon, I think 
you have laid a ſtone at my door :. When 
will you come and foul a plate with mee ; 


The Doctor anſwered, I will wait * 
* you "oy ſoon, Mr. Shooter. 


Well! do, I ſhall be glad to ſee you 
and Mrs. Wright, and bring Miſs Nan-- 
ny with you: I am ſorry to ſee her grow 
ſo lean ; but Pl! try to fatten her up with 


my October. | 1 | 


A K K „ 
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Then turning to his ſiſter, come, Deb, 
©'F think it grows time for us to be mov- n 
£ W 1 z 


- Upon whieh» ſhe roſe, and after giving 
- Mrs. Goodall and Miſs Wellers an invi- 
tation to her brother's houſe, with great 
ceremony ſhe left the room, and was hand- 
ed to the chariot by the doctor. The ſquire 
mounting the box, ordered the coachman 
to take his horſe, for he would drive home. 
Then ſetting up a loud hallow, and calling 
his retinue of dogs by their names, he gave 0 
two or three flouriſhes with his whip,- and 
drove off, leaving the ladies, as he — 4 
ed; not a rt amazed at his ne, 


The company returning into the par- 
8 mer, Miſs Wellers obſerved, that Mr. 


Shooter was one of the man A. eff l 
the ever ſaw. Q50 AE »id 


1 . ſaid the Doctor, you were 

2 a at his manner. He has not had 
e the advantage of a liberal education; 
PING: the want of that, you muſt im- 
10 pute 


io. 3.40 ©21 Hs 3 Ton 
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pute thoſe particularities in his. behavi- 
* our. But he is an honeſt well - meaning 
* man; and has many valuable qualities: 
and I believe you have too much good- 
© ſenſe, to deſpiſe .a perſon whO is leſs fa- 
* voured by nature in that particular; and 
© will not regard that man as an object 
aof deriſion, whoſe foibles proceed: rather 
from ignorance than intention. And, 

young lady, take it from me, the man 
of weak intellects, who, as far as his diſ- 
© cernment reaches, avoids an ill, and per- 
forms a good action upon principle, me- 

crits that place in your eſteem, hich your . 


< ought to refuſe to one of bright parts, 


ho acts in direct oppoſition to. the dic - 
States « * ſuperior neee 


- $3.4 


Mi. Wellers told FA Doctor, the 
thought herſelf extremely obliged, to bim 
for his admonitions, and begg'd he would 
favour her more frequently with chem. 


Mrs. Goodall now moped a walks to 
the Parſonage, in order to fetch Mrs. 
inn When they came there, they found 

Ka 
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her buſied in preparing a caudle for a 
poor woman who was Juſt delivered. 


\ Mrs: Goodall expirtled ſome concern. 
at being deprived of her company that af- 
ternoon ; to which Mrs. Wright replied, 
that ſhe had waited on her, if her attend- 
ance' on the poor woman,. who was now ſafe. 


in bed, had not prevented her. 


Mrs. Goodall aſſured her, the excuſe 


was too good to need a further apology; 
but inſiſted on her cee them now 


| : to the Hall. 


She endete 3. and the diſcourſe turn- 
ing again on Mr. Shooter, the doctor ex · 
patiated largely on the benefits ariſing from 
a good education. He lamented, that Mrs. 
Shooter, by a miſtaken fondneſs, which 
would not permit her to let her fon be a 
day out of her ſight, had deprived him of 
thoſe advantages he might otherwiſe have 
reapt,. by a cultivation of the good diſ- 
poſition he inherited ; and which, for want 
ach! improvement, was ſo over - run with 

vulgar 


* V #, 7 - * FE \ 
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vulgar oddities, as to render it quite obs 
| ſcure to the eye of a common obſerver. 


In this, and ſuch like converſation, they 
paſſed the evening. And no word tend- 
ing to detraction . eſcaped from any in this 

_ © little company. They pitied the vices, over- 
looked the foibles, and dwelt only on the 
good qualities of their neighbours. They 
ſeparated at eleven, the uſual hour of Mrs; 

| Goodall's retiring. 


N * 
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c H A P. III. 
A A continuation of Miſs Burton? 8 ſtory. 


E time being come that Miſs 
Burton had promiſed to attend Miſs 
Wellers to the Grove, we will ſuppoſe 
them ſeated, and Miſs Wellers reminding 
her of her engagement. Miſs Burton, hav- 


ing fetched a deep ſigh, proceeded: 


I think, my dear, we were interrupt 
E ed juſt as I had informed you I began to 
conceive hopes that the father of my 
lover would be leſs inflexible than I 

had feared. The epiſtle which occaſion- 
ed them, was followed by ſeveral of the 

like import, all flattering me with the 

proſpect of having well-nigh ſurmounted 
every obſtacle that had hitherto oppoſed 

our union ; and that we had only to wait 
till my lover attained to a certain age, 
at which time the old gentleman had 
# propoſed to reſign a living which would 
afford us a pretty competency, 


10 
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© | had been ſo long habituated to regard 

< Mr; Willit as my future huſband; that 
my affection for him.increaſed daily, and 

I thought it my duty to turn a deaf ar 
© to the ſlighteſt inſinuations _ 


* 


During the time of my a 


with him, I was addreſſed by two other 
< gentlemen, both his ſuperiors in point 
of fortune, and neither of them his in- 
< ferior in any reſpect. Their characters 
« were unexceptionable. But, with due ac- 
* knowledgment of their merit, I declined 
© both their offers, and gave them to un- 
« derſtand, that Mr. Willit had engaged 
'C 
- 
= 
6 


my affections before I was acquainted 
with their intentions. My lover appear- 


ed all A at the n 1 ard 
ö him. 


At this period, an event happened, I 
which was the ſource of great vexation 


to me, and our whole family. My aunt, 
one day, hired a chariot, and without 


mentioning a Tom of her intentions 
| * to 


ra M „ „ 
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© to any one, left our houſe, ſaying, there 


© would be no occaſion to kindle the fixe in 
© her chamber, for ſhe ny not return 
5 9 


ON You an Indie we were in great 
'© conſternation at her abrupt departure and 
privacy. But ſhe did not ſuffer us to 
remain long i in ſuſpence, as to the occa- 
'* fion of it. For in three days after, my 
mo received a letter from her, in- 
« formihg her, t Mu; morning after ſhe 

* quitted our ho ates was married to 

Mr. Shatp, an wil that uſed. to 
r= tranſpet her e. 85 


He was very e . had a fa- 
*- mily of fix children. Nptwithſtanding 
© they ſaid, he was well yerſed in all the 


* quirks and chicanery of the law, be 


© had ſo bad a reputation, chat no body 
£ n to employ him. . 


This intelligence was like a | 
bolt to me, fince it defeated all my ex- 


5 tis of a fortune. Yet bet. 
ed 


2 
* 
f - 
# 
1 
* 


. 
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© ed myſelf in the confidence I repoſed in 
< Mi. Willit's integrity and diſintereſted- 
* neſs, for whoſe ſake, more than wy own, 
i 1 had wiſhed a fortune. 


* This diſappointment was ſucceeded by 
one of a much more ſhocking nature; 
for my father, in the month following, 
© was ſized with a malignant fever, which 
« deprived him of his fenſes in two days, 
and of his life in ſeven. My mother, 
© having caught the diſtemper by her at- 
© tendance on him, ſurvived him but 2 
« week. To add to my grief, my brother 
vas abſent, having juſt before ſet out on 


© his travels: tice hich time I NEVE ne⸗ 


ver ſeen him. 


Fe My parents were e ſcarcely cold, EY 
* i 


at that dreadful time, you will more 
* ealily imagine than I can deſcribe, 


In this forlorn an I received 


compliments of condolence from conſi 


Vor, I. « derable 


% 


aggravate the horror of the ſcene,.. 1 
the officers entered the houſe, and clap'd < 
© a ſeal on all the furniture. What I fert 
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« derable families, with whom my parents 
© had lived in intimacy ; but not onę of 
them chought proper to offer me 135 
« of refuge in their houſe, or any trifle 
< towards a miigation of my diſtreſs. 


© When I could rally my confuſed 
thoughts a little, I diſpatched a meſſen- 
+ ger to my uncle Wright, who was ſo 
kind as to ride forty miles in one day, 
* to give me comfort. This dear and va- 
© Juable friend offered immediately to 
conduct me to his houſe, where he told 
me I might remain as long as I pleaſed. 
* With the utmoſt gratitude I accepted his 
© Kind offer; and have ever ſince experi- 
L. enced a parental regard, both from him 


* and my good aunt. 


As ſoon I was fix'd here, I wrote to 
Mr. Willit, informing him of all that 
had happened, and received a very affec- 
, * tionate and conſolatory anſwer from 
© him: which was followed, in leſs than a 
week, by a very contrary epiſtle from 
* his father, who cruelly upbraided me 

« with 
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« with my parents miſconduct; and con- 
* cluded with a. proteſtation, that if his 
ſon married me, he would renounce him 
© for ever, and ſhould take ſuch meaſures, 
that no part of his ſubſtance ſhould de- 
* ſcend to him. | 


* This cruel wr threw me into an 
* agony that alarmed the whole family, 
My uncle offered to go and talk with the 
old gentleman, in order to palliate mat- 
© ters, if he could. 


* Accordingly he ſet out. I impatientiy 
ly waited his return, and the moment I 
* ſaw him, aſked him. if he had ſucceeded ? 
* Inſtead of replying to my queſtion, he fell 
to commending the fortitude of a lady 
© that he met with upon the road, who 
had lately loſt the tendereſt and beſt of 
« huſbands, with whom ſhe had lived in caſe 
and plenty ſeven years, and had brought 
© him five children, three of which ſurvived 
* him, and were left deſtitute of any pro- 
© viſion, by their father's having engaged 
in a bond for a large ſum, to relieve an 

+ © extra- 


s 4 " "F- N * " | - OOTY * n 
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extravagant brother, which the brother's 


© creditors, at this gentleman's death, de- 

* manded; and as he had left ſcarcely 

© enough to pay it, they had taken poſſeſ- L 
© fion of his houſe, and turned the widow 
8 * anc children out of doors.” 


. 


I met Mrs. Hope,“ (continued my un- 
cle) going to London in the waggon, 
© and as I had ſome knowlege of her for- 
'< merly, I ſpoke to her, and was much 
© pleaſed to find ſhe could anſwer me with 
* * chearfulneſs. 


o 
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« Dr. Wright,” ſaid the, * you have 
ſeen me in my days of proſperity, I am 
© the more obliged to you, for taking no- 
. tice of me in thoſe of my adverſify.” 


———— — > vo GIO ——— — 2 ͤĩ 


5 «1 told her I was extremely concerned 


at the change in her condition and aſked 
| 6 Metro eo ſhe was going, and what ſhe pro- | 


ä 


| _ « She ba ſhe was going to town, 
and as God Almighty was ſo kind to 
. grant 
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* grant her health and ſtrength, ſhe had 
thoughts of getting into ſome way of 
& hands; : ſhe believed ſhe ſhould. be able 
to find her girls and herſelf with. . bread, 
provided ſhe. could be. employed. as 2 
« ſeamſtreſs ; and hoped, by the intereſt of 
friends, to get the boy into one of the 
hoſpitals, or ſome other charitable founda- 
tion. She ſaid, ſhe had the comfort to 
reflect, that ſne had been no way acceſſa - 
* ry to her misfortunes, and had many 
© bleGGngs ſtill left, ſuch as health, and 
« ſome few friends, for which The was 
© very thankful. 


was never more — 1 
my uncle) I intreated her to accept of 
two guineas, exhorting her to continue 
to put her truſt where I found ſhe had 
ſo judiciouſly' placed it, and I made no 
doubt but ſhe would meet with her 85 
ward even in this life, "oO 


6 She returned me a Pies op: 1 "i 
and promiſed to inform me of her fitu- 
ation when ſhe was ſix d.“ | 

| H 3 N 
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I grew ſo impatient for the reſult of 
my uncle's viſit, that I was about to in- 
* terrupt him ſeveral times. And now, 

finding he had concluded his recital, I 
_ * renewed my enquiries, and by degrees 
got out of him, that old Mr. Willit ob- 
© ſtinately adhered to the contents of his 
© epiſtle, and that I muſt endeavour to for- K 
get all that had paſſed between his ſon | 
* and me. Alas! he might as well have 
deſired me to forget that I breathe.” 


© I burſt into tears, when my uncle 

q beg me to ſummon all my fortitude 

to ſupport a diſappointment which he be- 

© lieved was very great; but reminded me 

© of Mrs. Hope's behaviour under a much 
greater trial. 


5 


This hint made me endeavour to con- 

ceal what paſſed in my mind, though | 

* what I endured will never be obliterated | 
from my memory: and as I never had 
the leaſt quatrel with my lover, I cannot 


account for his filence, for he never has 
< wrote [ 
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© wrote to me ſince. And loth I am to ac- 
© cuſe him of perfidy, without full con- 
© viction ; though all my friends fay, his 
© taciturnity is a proof that he has' deſerted 
me in a diſhonourable manner. 


© F know not what to think, or how to 


account for a behaviour fo blame-worthy 


© on his, and ſo undeſerved on my fide: 
His idea is perpetually before my eyes; 
and I believe J regard him in a more fa- 
< vourable light than his conduct merits ; 
© but, as the poet ſays, | 

*Tis a hard taſk to conquer love, 

And wean the foul from its accuſtom d 

fondneſs ! 


© was flattered with the notion that 
time would leſſen my uneaſineſs; but 1. 
cannot ſay it has had that ſalutary effect, 
either in regard to the concern I feel for 
the loſs of my dear parents, or for the 
obſtacles which prevent my feeing Mr. 
Willit,—It is near two years ſince our 
* ſeparation, which I fear will be eternal.“ 
H 4 Per- 


* * r * 
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Perhaps not, my dear Nancy,” (repli- 

ed Miſs Wellers) who knows what may 
happen? Though I muſt confeſs your 
+: lover's ſiler ce is unaccountable ; yet 'tis 
© notimpoſſible there may be other reaſons | 
for it than thoſe nich your friends aſſign. 
But if he ſhould be as guilty as they re- 
$ preſent, I hope your good ſenſe will en- 
able you to overcome a tenderneſs he can- 
not merit. Does Mrs. Goodall know of 
1 this affair? Gigs 


5 e i tes Miſs Burton, and is 
of the ſame opinion with my uncle; but 
they are ſo kind to make no mention of 
him to me now, as they find it gives me 
pain to- hear any reflections caſt upon * 
* honour.” 


we, my. dear,” fold Mio Wellets, 
* do you think Mr. Willit ever made his 
* addreſſes to any other, in this interval ? 


Not that I know of, replied her friend, 

c if he has—why then—I know not what 
* 

0 


LUCY WELLERS. 183 
to ſay. Sure he cannot be ſo baſe, after 
the ſolemn vows we have interchanged.” 


" Miſs Wellers aſſured her ſhe did not 
know of any ſuch thing, and fet herſelf to 
adminiſter all the conſolation in her power. 
She uſed every argument. that a tender 
friendſhip and good ſenſe could dictate, in 
order to diſſipate the gloom that had ſpread 
itſelf over Miſs Burton's mind; who told 
her, that the intimacy ſhe had contraſted 
with her, had afforded more relief to her 
fpirits than any thing could, have done 
ſince the commencement of her misfor- 
tunes. | 


The ladies now ſtop'd to liſten to a ruſt- 
ling amongſt the trees; the occalicn of 
which will be ſhewa in, 
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C H. A P. IV. 
A A. gentleman in boots makes bis appear- 
 ANCce. 


HE ruſtling which FY ladies heard, 
they ſoon perceived to be occaſioned 
by a gentleman in a riding dreſs, whom 
Miſs Wellers preſently knewto be her ac- 
quaintance Mr. Godfrey. He apologized 
for interrupting them in their agreeable 
retreat ; and ſaid, he had not taken that 
liberty, but in obedience to Mrs. Goodall's 
commands, who had ſent him to find' them 
Out. a 


After the firſt ſalutations were over, the 
parriſter congratulated Miſs Wellers on 
the improvement the country air had made 
in her looks. The lady of the houſe 
joining them, the converſation became 


general. 


f During this gentleman's ſtay, Mrs. 
PO introduced him into the beſt fa- 
: milies 
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milies in the neighbourhood ;. and carried 
him to ſee all the curioſities in it. His 
behaviour to Miſs Wellers was perfectly 
reſpectful, and her's to him eaſy; modeſt, 
and unreſerved. He partook with the la- 
dies in all their rural diverſions; and was 
exceſſively delighted with the converſation 
GR: Wright and his fami 4 


One evening, returning from that gen- 
atleman's houſe with Miſs Wellers, he ob- 
ſerved to her, that Miſs Burton was a 
pretty genteel woman, and ſeemed to have 
an uncommon ſhare of ſenſe; ; but he was 

concerned to obſerve an appearance of me- 
lancholy in her countenance. ., 


© Ak, poor vir]! P faid-Miſs Welter, 
© ſhe has but too much cauſe for er aps 
* pearance.” | 


am ſorry, madam,” returned the gen 
tleman, that a perſon of Miſs Burton's 
merit ſhould have a real cauſe for ſuch 
a dejection.“ N 


Bnet 6 I. 4 
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_His companion then related that part 
of her friend's ſtory which did not concern 


Mr. Willit, as a proof of the truth of what 


ſhe had affirmed. She then aſked him, as 


if by way of converſation, if he knew ſuch 


a perſon as Mr. Willit, a clergyman ia 


| Warwickſhire ? 


He replied, © I have no acquaintance 
© with big but! knew his ſon Joe at the 


_ * univerſity; and, in ſome confuſion, 
aſked if ſhe had any particular reaſon for 
*enquiring after that family? 


She anſwered, I muſt own I would 
_ © gladly be informed of any thing relating 
'© to it. Not that I am N cn with 
12 them, otherwiſe than by 28 


gde then began to p many nm 


8c Rim concerning yoang Willit, telling 
| Him, he ſhould know "I reaſons another 


time. 


He with 2 bluſh n her, that Joe 


* „ great reputation in the uni- 


verſity. 


COA — — cmornr 4; 6 — 


charmer, and that e all * hopes 
dere defeated. A 45 Tb 
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verſity. And he muſt acknowlege, he was 
a very clever young fellow. —_ 


a CR e 
them from purſuing the topic ; and they 


had no opportunity of n it 1 


night. 


When Mr. Godfrey retired to his as. 
ber, he found his mind -cruelly agitated, 
from a ſuſpicion that Miſs Wellers's en- 
quiries after Mr. Willit had given riſe to. 
And as moſt lovers ſeem fond of enter- 


taining ſuch as can give them pain, he 
pondered upon it, and many other circum- 


ſtances that he had a confuſed notion of, 


from hearing that young Willi was in 
love with, and beloved by, a woman of 
merit, that his father diſapproved of, on 


account of a deficiency in the article of for- 
tune. All which recurring to his mind, 
joined to the earneſtneſs of Mifs ellers's 


_ enquiries, confirmed him in the reality, of 


the ſuſpicion he had entertained, that Mr. 
Willit had gained the affections "of his 


{ » - . „ 4 
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. 


He al the night in an anxiety, the na- 


85 tural reſult of ſuch diſagreeable reflections, 


and ſuſtained a ſharp conflict between his 
paſſioh and generoſity; wherein the latter, 
at laft, gained the victory. He deter- 
mined to ſuppreſs the former, if it any 
ways interfered with it; and ſhoujd the 
caſe be as he ſuſpected, to offer all the 
ſervice in his power to unite the happier 
Willit to Mifs Wellers. 


Fix d in this laudable reſolution, he went 
into Mrs. Goodall's apartment next morn- 
ing, but had not the ſatisfaction to meet 
the young lady at breakfaſt, ſhe being 
gone to the Parſonage, in order to let Miſs 
Burton know that Mr. Godfrey was ac- 
quainted with Mr. Willit; and to deſire 
her permiſſion to communicate the affair 
between that gentleman and her to Mr. 


ST. 


Her friend was full of ck en 
ments for this freſh proof of her regard, 


and agreed to the * They were 
2 n 2 


53 9 
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talking upon this ſubject, when the bar- 
riſter appeared at the Doctor's gate, being 


come with a deſign of attending Mifs 
Wellers back, and of ſounding her incli- 
nations in regard to Willit. But ſhe pre- 
vented his putting his intentions in exe- 
cution, by ſaying, as they were walking 
1 Vou ſeemed ſurpriſed, Sir, at the 
« queſtions I troubled you with, concern- 
* ing Mr, Willit. I am now at liberty 
- © to reveal the occaſion of them.“ She 
then related to him the ſtory Miſs Burton 
had told her, in fewer words. 


It is impoſſible to conceive the joy this 
eclairciſſement afforded him: and it coſt 
him ſome pains to prevent its being too 
apparent in his countenance. 


He profeſſed great compaſſion ſor Miſs 
Burton, and ſaid, ſne might command all 
his ſervices; — that if ſhe thought proper 
to entruſt him with a letter or meſſage to 
Mr. Willit, it ſnould be carefully delivered. 
Or if it was more agreeable to her, he 
would make him a viſit, and endeavour 
buy | to 
b 
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to untiddle the myſtery of his proceedings. 


This laſt method, Miſs Wellers was of 
opinion, her friend would moſt approve. 


MI. Godfrey, now „ relieved from 


his anxiety, could not help telling his fair 


companion, that, from her enquiries, he 
had entertained a notion that Mr. Willit 
was an admirer of her's. But, in this de- 
claration, did not give the leaſt hint, that 
he himſclf was at all intereſted in the caſe. 
She ſmiled at his ſuppoſition, but proteſt- 
ed ſhe was entirely free from any engage- 
ment of that nature, adding, * from the 
uneaſineſs my friend experiences, | think 
* myſelf very happy, in 
© attachment.” 


This ſpeech, though it freed him from 


all fear of a rival at preſent, . made him 


apprehenſive, that he ſhould not be able, 
with all his aſſiduities, to make an impreſ- 
fion on a heart ſo fortified.” 


The day being come on which he was to 


2 for town, Mrs. Goodall s and the 


Doctor 


having no ſuch 
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Doctor's family attended him to the place 
where he was to dine, and there parted 


with mutual regret. 


CHAP. v. 
Which brings the reader acquainted with 
high-life. 5 


R. Godfrey had not been gone many 
days, when Mrs. Goodall was in- 
formed, that her nephew Sir Harry Wilſ⸗ 


more, and his ſiſter, with Sir Andrew Du- 


miel, intended her a viſit of a week, and 
ſhould be with her on the Monday follow- 


ing. 


This intelligence was very agreeable to 
her, as ſhe had not ſeen her nephew ſince 
he returned from making the grand tour. 
Before their arrival ſhe thought proper to 
give Miſs Wellers ſome account of them. 


She told her Sir Harry was a gay handſome 


young fellow, of bright parts; and cau- 
tioned her to guard her heart againſt his 
approach that her niece was a well accom- 


. pliſhed 


— Yo OO _—— ” — 
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phſhed young lady, but having never met 


with the leaſt contradiction from her child- 
hood, ſhe was a little too imperious, and 


was what the world calls a fine lady; that 


Sir Andrew was a young baronet of a 


large fortune, but very defective in his un- 
derſtanding, having employed all his 
thoughts and care in the adornment of 
his perſon, which was very far from being 


amiable, IA S- all his een. 


1 have heard,“ (added the lady) that 


he carried this folly to that height, as to 


offer the preſident of the royal ſociety 
© a fee, to procure him a receipt, to pre- 
vent gold and filver lace from tarnifh- 
ing; and that, inſtead of a remedy, he 
met with a rebuke. He makes his ad- 
© dreſſes to Miſs Wilſmore, and ſhe, in- 
* duced, I fear, rather from motives of 


_ © grandeur than affection, has conſented 


to marry him.“ 


On the day appointed, this company ar- 
tived, with a ſplendid equipage. Mrs. 
© Goodall was highly delighted, to obſerve 


ag 
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great improvements in the perſon and ad- 
dreſs of her nephew; Sir Harry returned 
her congratulations in the politeſt manner, 


then made a genteel compliment to Miſs 
Wellers. Miſs Wilſmore addreſſed her 


aunt; but to Miſs Wellers's ſalutation re- 
turned only a flight bow, then caſt her 
eyes upon the pictures. 


* Miſs Wilſmore,* ſaid Mrs. Goodall, 
(taking Miſs Wellers by the hand) per- 
mit me to introduce this young lady to 
your acquaintance. Upon which ſhe re- 
turned a ſecond inclination of her head, 
and remained filent, till riſing from her 
chair, ſhe begg'd leave to retire to her 
apartment, in order weren her dreſs 


after her journey. 


Miſs Wellers obligingly offered to at · 
tend her; but ſhe told her, as her own wo- 
man was in the houſe, ſhe would not give 
her that trouble. Then ordering her to be 
called, ſhe aſcended the ſtair-caſe with great 
ſtate, being followed by Mrs. Goodall, 
who conducted her into her chamber, and 
then withdrew. 


When 


= 9 ——_— 2 q 2 
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When the lady found herſelf alone with 
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her woman, Wordſall, ſaid ſhe, have 
you ſeen the young- woman my aunt has 


9 re? into her family? * 


6 . No, mem, I have - ah no 3 
© but the houſe-keeper, and Mrs. Martin, 


at preſent; neither am I fit to be ſeen 


by ſtrangers, till I can put myſelf in 


order, for your la ſbip was in ſuch pre- 
© cipitancy to ſet out, that I had no time 


to put myſelf in a figure to appear. Has 


Mrs. Goodall got any new errant in the 
S. then, mem ?? 


© Not that I-know of ? the girl I mean, 


* is not in that capacity. 


Ohl then your 7a'/ip means Miſs Wel- 


lers, I ſuppoſe: I heard Mrs. Martin 
mention that young lady. 


Lou need not lady the girl, Wordſall. 
4 8 put my hair in order : ſtay, fetch 
the lavender water. 
5 Wordſall 


N 


ö 
/ 
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* 


Wordfall was running to obey ber laſt 
command, when ſhe called out, Bleſs me 


«* what, art going fort, before you have ſet 
6 my hair?“ 


- N P 3 


La, mem! I thought your hip 


« choſe to be inſenced birt, 2 


6 " thought! what ſignifies your 


thoughts? Come! prithee don't be tedi- 


© ous; l amſurel ſhall catch my death while 
vyou are aukwardly fidling the wire of that 
cap.“ Then ſnatching it out of her hand, 
Why, Wordfall! could you imagine I 
* would wear this hideous thing? Go! 


© fetch a gauze one. 


Tes, mem! that that Mrs. Peck ſent 
6 lu. F 


© No, I won't have * tis odious 1 


* but I ſuppoſe I am to dine without one.” 


Oh, mem! here's a corded Mechlin 
* one, Will you pleaſe to wear that? | 
© Take 
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Take it away, I beſcech you, Word- 
« fall, you ſhan't dreſs me up like a 
© fright.” | 


Why, which would your /a gp be * 
$ ed to put on ?' 


* Since you will give me no other, I 
* muſt wear that you brought firſt. Hark 
© is not that the dinner bell? What can 
the aukward wench be doing? Come, 
* madam,” ſaid ſhe, (making a low curt- 
ſey to Wordfall) do me the favour to 
© dreſs my head,” 


No ſooner had Wordſall placed the cap 
on, than ſhe ſnatched it off. How well 
you minded me, when I bid you eſ- 
© ſence my hair?” 


Really, mem! I though: 


© Thought again ! prithee have done 
* with your impertinent thought, and tell 


me how I look; has not the Journey 
| given 
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given me a ſngcing Wes r 


8 ion! 4 


0 oh, mem ! you e look Killing 
© handſome ! 


© Dy'e hear, Wotdſall! be ſure you ob- 


* ſerve Lucy Wellers, and tell me what you 
think of her perſon.” | 


CT will, mem, with a /cruplelizing 
eye. | 


A ſummons to dinner broke off their con- 
verſation. At table, Miſs Wilſmore took 
every opportunity of ſtaring Mifs Wellers 
in the face, with a well-bred aſſurance. 
Sir Harry flily directed his glances, when 
he thought they were leaſt liable to obſer- 
vation. Sir Andrew was too much engag- 
ed in the contemplation of his own excel- 
lencies, to pay any great regard to thoſe of 
the company; and though his miſtreſs was 
allowed to be very handſome, he had ra- 
ther made choice of her becauſe others ad- 
mired her beauty, than that he was ſenſi- 
ble of its influence. Bur as many fine gen- 
tlemen, chuſe fine things for the ſake of 
out- 
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„ ont. bidding others in the purchaſe, with- 
out having any notion of their intrinſic 
value, this fe baronet, imagined that fine 
lady would make a fine figure in his equi- 


| Page, and excite the envy of his compe- 
dos. 


. * 


„ Mrs. Goodall propoſed 
a walk in the grove; to which her niece 


objected, that ſhe had been two months 
out of town, and was ſurfeited with the 
fight of trees; adding, ſhe could endure 
vo grove but Vauxhall, and begg'd they 
might BY an hour at whiſk, | 


— 


© Cards, upon this, were immediarely or- 
dered, which amuſed them till they retired . 


to their reſpective apartments. 


: In the morning, Miſs Wilſmore aſked 
er woman her * of Lucy? 


| Sde replied, * Why, mem, I think ſhe 
has a * "es of ſhe had not 


- 


© Aye, 
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e 0 Wordfall!—A nu milkmaid! 
© Is ſhe not? * 


Oh, yes, mem! you had great felicity 
in lighting on that wafh, that abated 
© the red in your complexion.” +: 


Then her eyes, Wordſall l 
Oh yes, mem ! ear i 


. Aye; they have no meaning though 
4 « they are a good colour, for black.” 


© Oh, no, mem! no meaning at all! 
they have not that Joquaſity there is in 
yours, to be ſure.” 28. 


* Her hair, I think, is too dark, Hal 
« Wordfſall ! 5 


Oh, yes, mem to be ſure; it is not 
ſo pale as yours, and conſequency is not 


© ſo delicate.* - 


© What think you of her noſe ? 
— I Her 


0 7 * 1 dA _ — 


7 
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< Her noſe, mem 


Ay, Wordfall, is it not not inſignificant, 
eee, rer e ; 


Oh yes. nen for al de world ike 
war- work | 
Der th] 2 7 $ 2 


. Fook!—1. — chan and ter 
< mouth,—and, in ſhort, all ber features 
| are too ſmall ; and her whole counte- 
| <. nance betrays a meanneſs a — you 
FF © know what I would ſay, Wordfall.* . 


_ l 2 - 


[ 1 eres 


* Then ſhe is too little in o =I 
< for a fine woman“ 5 BY: * 


A + Ohyes, mem! qui allen? 1s 
"This dalagyawauld cs. vt EN 


tinued much longer, if a ſervant, ba came 
to deſire Miſs Wilſmore's company, in Mrs. 
Goodall's dreſiing-reom,. had not put an 
An chat, and likewiſe to this 1 


CHA 


LUCY WELLER. 17 


N 7 a > i 4 5 
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In which. Miſs Wellen males a requeſt 
to a great beau. 


188 Wilſmore excuſat herſelf hi 
| attending her aunt's ſummons, and 
defired to breakfaſt in her own apartment, 
ſaying, ſhe had not ſlept a wink all night, 
and was ray gang with he bead 
ach; ne TIES 62 | 


"x 
: 3 , = ©... , , Sn 
2 TE 7 1 7 EE He 1 * 0 A. 


This intelligence was Py” with eat - 
compoſure by Sir Andrew, Who Was em-; 
ployed in viewing his Preften cap, and 
pink and ſilver night-gown, in a large 
picr-glafs, humming à tune; Which Mis 
Wellers was ſo pleaſec with, that ſhe de- 
fired, he would favour her uhh the words 
to it. He replied. Madam, you do me 
« honour, they ſhall kifs yore hands the | 


* — j 


Mr Goodall ——— ui 
Wilſmore's anſwer eo her meſſuge, that 
r 12 | ſhe 


So $4.55 4a % 
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ſhe went directly into her chamber; and 
Miss Wellers having given the gentlemen 


their tea, went to viſit Miſs Burton. - 


"Mrs. Goodall having expreſſed hier con- 
cern for her indiſpoſition, told Miſs 
Wüſmore, that ſhe was ſorry to obſerve 
the coolneſs wich which ſhe treated * 


| Welles. 


To which her niece pla 4 Though 
c you, madam, | have condeſcended to 
© honour the girl with a regard that 
6 ' "amazes us all, you cannot expect, that 

© your friends will carry their complai- 
1 Fe ſo far, as to level themſelves with a 
< girl maintained by charity. Mrs. Searls 
< has informed me what a low creature. 
* ſhe is, by giving me a full account of 
her. And I thought you very kind, to 
take her into your houſe, as an object of 
charity; and imagined you deſigned her 
« for an aſſiſtant to your houſe - keeper. 
But it never could enter into my imagi- 


< nation, that you would think _—_—_— 


TIN ns oe 46. 
i Mrs. 
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Mrs Goodall anſwered, Tf, yo 727 
* had a true relation of that young lady's 
« misfortunes, and can look upon het in 
the light you repreſent, I ſhall think ypur 
education very ill beſtowed. I perceive 
en don't eſteem Searls's family beneath 
your notice; then to what can I im- 


pute your haughty deportment to a per- 


ſon as well deſcended as moſt gentle- 
_ * women in the nation, who had an, edu- 
cation ſuitable to her birth, and is deſti. 
©. tute of no qualification that might grace 
o an higher; but to a meanneſs, which l 
am ſure. you never inherited either os 
+ your haber or my, ſiſter,” 


Miſs Wilſmore, ſurpriſed to Wer ber 
aunt talk in this manner, ſaid, ſhe did not 
know by her deſcription, who ſhewas talking 
of; but that Mrs. Searls had aſſured her, that 
the girl named Lucy Wellers, whom Mrs. 
Goodall had taken into her houſe, Mr. Searls 
had taken into his ſome time upon cha- 
rity, and was going to put her apprentice 
to a mantua-maker, had not he been pre- 
vented by her removal. But, continued 

&e; I find there muſt be ſume miſtake, _ 
* for 


| 
: 
| 
| 
5 


have . 
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for. I. Rerceive no connection with her 
* ſtory, and r you have ſaid. 


5 Be Thee is n in the caſe, my 
dear Harriot,“ anſwered Mrs. Goodall, 
Jag you wilt be convinced, when you 
have heard what I have to fſay.* She 
then related Mrs. Searls's account of Miſs 


Wellers to herg not forgerting the intel - 


_ hgence which Read: ney: fn Mrs. 
ee 


1%: 4 „ STE +>: <= : £ 4; 4 9 1 721 14 


Nite Willmore-fromed: weg aevegive, 


* 
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R „ aunt had concluded, aſtted 
der 


pardon, for ſuppoſing ſbe ebuld- con- 
deſcend to converſe IS © creature foru 
FM en N ns 34 218 
auen zeil os 244% 
1 -Tombich thogrod lady reply Ae Meri 
* qxrraGion, Tacky notes of 
Gers 


aL ciqus perſon. And had l 
origin been as obſcure 2 Martha Bar- 
Cree s, with the advantages ſhe has received 

© from nature and education, I ſhould never 

it any 2 frem my 

2 Dam : 11 28 e 
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” _ ®, * 
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charger, to hive want her aer w 


Y nion. Et ea MN wile le Ne 


To this her tices nende 0 Sckks Fry 
ings WINS known Miſe: Wellers was 2. 
op a wore reſpect. Joche * 1644 ia 4 
IVI 103 SU ei bet ASI 
| What Mrs. Goodall d lad ** 

4 ee upon Mifs Wilſmote, that when 

ſhe. appeared at dinner, ſhe behavtel te 
_ Miſs Wellers with more affubility thats 
ſhe” had dene, asd From" that time paſt 
ber he reſpect due do her birth rather: 
mee eee „ bie e 
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Sie Harry was very affaueus im his 
devoirs to thar young lady, whenever he 
lad an opportunity of being alone with 

ber, and beſtowed the higheſt encomums 
om her perſon and under ſtanding- To fay 
truch, her beauty hat truce him ab Gp 
fight, xx; ons Wr — 
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ths yet he had, from the knowlege 


of her indigence, entertained hopes, and 
formed ſchemes, of giving himſelf the 
higheſt” ſatisfaction, by rendering her one 
of the m6ſt deſpicable perſons of her ſex. 


But as fo noble an achievement required 


the utmoſt ſubtilty and cireumſpection, 
whilſt ſhe was under the watchful eye of ' 
her good guardian, he, for the preſent, 
was very careful, not to give her the leaſt 
ſaſpicion of his deſigns. His compliments 
the received, as proceeding from his po- 


 Hiteneſs; and though ſhe avoided, as much 
- as poffible, all occafions that might afford 


him an ' opportunity of venting them, yet 
ſhe never imagined from what ſource they 

were in reality derived. Norhing looſe, 
or immoral, appeared either in his be- 

haviour or expreſſions ; and as he had 
the advantages of a fine perſon and un- 
derſtanding, embelliſh'd by a polite edu- 
cation, and thorough knowlege of the 
world, he did not appear in an unamiable 


light to her. 


% " 
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To el: his aunt from babies: any 
furmiſes of his intentions, he avoided be- 
ing particular to Miſs Wellers in her pre- 
ſence. And one day, When he was alone 
with Mrs. Goodall, artfully Jed her into 
a diſcourſe concerning her ward; in which 

he commended the friendly protection ſhe 
granted her, as it might be à means of 
ſecuring her from ſnares which ker youth 
and circumſtances rendered her liable 2 
be caught in. And her beauty, you 
may add,“ anſwered Mrs. Goodall. ** | 
I believe, Sir Harry, you "== allow Mol | 
6 * ſome. | 


0 Nada replied the banning, 6k ie" = 


2 by no means detract from the merit oþ 
« a young lady, who is honoured with 
your eſteem; but beauty, you know, 
is the child of fancy: and though] think. 
© her very well, yet give me leave to ob- 
_ © ſerve, that I have, both at home ant 
abroad, ſeen ſuch a variety of fine wo- 
men, that you'll pardon” me when 1 
2 2 perceive nothing remarkably 
1 5 5 9 | 


. » Abe Huron, 
© ſtriking: ig ber perſon; hut as every 
Dang may not be of my opinion, you 
ond da, well to keep a. watchful oye 
© axer, the men of your acqusintzace. He 
then, gave. broad hints. that his heart Was 
2 - an Engagement ne. . 
la 7 70 Hast: 


Dr. Wright, 3 e i n 
ed upon the viſitors at the Hall; during 
Sir Harry was chiefly on the ſubject of his 
travels. The baronet made ſo many ju- 
dicious remarks. on what had fallen with - 
in his obſervation, that the Doctor was 
quite charmed with the good ſenſe and 
elegance of his diſcourſe. It chancing 
to fall on the ruins of Herculaneum, 
Sir Andrew put in a word, deliring to 
were not y tarniſhed? and expreſſ- 
ed a great deſire of having an account 
of. On drefles of er- en 2 


- Miſs Witſmore, ſaid, No-doubs pe tl 


Was. {a:; much. good companys fome- of 
CST: - * 2 5 3 4 | | them 


5 * 
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them were found with. cards in thei hirids,, 
and ſſte ſhould Be glad tu be inforttied,, 
Whether quadrilſe or whiſk” was moſt” in 
vogue Athene adding, Rar 2 
vexation it muſt be, to be Wallow'd ß. 
by an earthequalte; whey one hi# a Vode 
fans prendre in one's hand; or peter 
full rubber at whiſk Spar nes. a 
8 ard: xt 
Mts. — rwe her niece; oth 


peaking fo Fehr r bremen oss . 
a mn 


A : 7530t60:a04 2: VER 
"1th + Bed mel e anſwered that Jas 
dy, I am fare no body can have more 
+: dreadful apprehenſions of tan earthquake 
than 1; for in that which happened lately 
© here, I was frighted out of my witsg, 
and did not go to one nnn the 
hole ſeaſon.” bas blog 207 h wood 
wh "Ob backing 1 apt Andes Jo 
© ver ſhall forget it; for I went with m7 
hair curl'd but on one ſide the whole day = 

Damerliek was dreſſing me, when the 
room ſhook, and drop'd the irons but · fr 
i 1 6 his 


TT — 2 — rÆ:ꝑ1:/ v * ̃ — — — 2 — 


5 
4 
f 

4 
N 
! 
1 
U 
; 
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© his hand; and I was ſo 4 1 We 


© came. to pine. in picking up the broken 
© china; that fell from the top of my ca- 


« binet, Ga. 1 never finiſhed my dreſs.” 


Aſter the I Doctor. $ a family wer decanted. 
Mis Wilſmore took occaſion to ſay, 
Mrs. Wright was as converſible a mortal 


as * bes ſeen in the country; and the 


was very bearable, conſidering he 


was 84 parſon. And ſhe fancied, in a wet 
afternoon, the could be tolerably amuſed 
| with _- „ 18 
CHAP, 
£45 j : 
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Which introduces another Doftor « to, ch 
reader's a | 


HE 0 being e that Mes, 
Goodall's viſitors propoſed ſtaying, 
on the evenin g before they were to depart 
Sir Harry complained of à violent pain 
in his head, and a diſorder all over him; 
which encreaſed to that degree, that he 
begg'd leave to retire to his chamber, 
the moment he had ſupp'd. Mrs. Goods 
all propoſed ſending for a phyſician im- 
mediately; but he proteſted, none of the 
Eſculapian tribe ſhould come near him, and 
hoped he ſhould be better after a 9 5 


reſt. 


* 


When he was withdrawn, Sir Andrew, 
and his lady elect, gave Mrs. Goodall and 
Miſs Wellers a preſſing invitation to come 
and grace their nuptials with their preſence, 
and obtained a promiſe from thoſe ladies 
of waiting on them upon that occaſion. 


Next 


x82 The. Hrovouy * 
511 S n W: 

93 — Sic Harry found llinfel 
wiwuckindifpoled far 4 journey's how- 
ever, he ſuid, as lte knew Mifs Wilſmote 
was under am engagement fot that week, 
—— illneſs might not detain her. 


80. having taken a polite adieu ef the fa- 
mily; the fer, gut with Wordfall, and Sir 


Andrew attended her i in bis chariot and fix. 


Kent ro. fend for» regourn phyſi 
cian and ,. notwithſtanding her 
nephey's — to che gentlerrien of the 
farulty.. Acuordingly, . cicy both arrived, 
and were. conductect to his chamber, be- 
fore tre bad any imitation of her defign, 
Hearing his door open, he ftarred up in 
his bed. * Valicre” ſaid hey ©: are e they 


51 4 
D ; Po. - "a 7 f'4 1 m a 
e : " FP * " V 4 * 15 » & 75 . , >, 


: Bnagine bix ſurpriſe, hu Ke trafty 
valer; inflvad' of replying to His queſtion, 
fijd, Str Here be monffeur le Docter, 
ecnme vor the; your pulſe.” Then drawing 
back ce arm * 
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view a very grave perſonage, the natural ſa- 
gacity of whoſe - countenance: wavrend't 
ſtill more ſolemn, by an cm, 
and neck · cloth, ſet in the form. 
Behind this figuuze, ut an amful diftaice;, aps 
peared another, with a phia drawn o to 
conſiderable length, in whieb, if he obſerv- 
ed leſs dignity, there was an equal ſhare 


9 "#48 1 34 2249178 WD 


to his patient's pulſe aut his own, and w- 
ing aſked ſeveral queſtions, needleſt lene 
to mention; ke calPd fu per, mk and! 
paper; which. he flourith'd wier ſome m- 
nutes then delivered His feral to his 
attendant, Who Teceived” * with 4 bow 
INT 1 Far R Ef 

| aA 


Upon aa 2 the Door 
found Mrs. Goodall at the daor impati- 

ently expecting his opinion of the caſe, 
_ which be dehitered tu hen in very? leaked 
auc ambiguous tems, the! pr of 
which (rendevedi into incdtiigible? E Z 
wn that he ſum m fy mptoniz of dan 
50 | g 
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at preſent ; but ſhe was very prudent in 
ſending for him ſo early, as he hoped he 
could give the diſtemper a check, before 
it got to any height: That he had or- 
dered Sir Harry a gentle emetic, and ſome 
draughts to be taken periodically, and hop- 
ed in a few days to find an amendment. 


Mrs. Goodall would have detained the 
Doctor to dinner, but he begg'd to be ex- 
cuſed, having at leaſt thirty miles about, 
to ride that, day, to viſit patients. He 
took his fee and his leave. No ſooner was 
he gone, but Mrs. Goodall went to the 
baronet's chamber, to impart to him the 
comfortable opinion of Dr. Manſlay. 


Voaliere ſtop'd her at the door, and told: 
her, his maſter was in ſleep: and ſhe did 
not think it proper to diſturb him in ſo ſa- 
lutary a nen | 


About two bown after, Valiere again ap- 
., proach'd Sir Harry with the diſagreeable 
neus of the apothecary's return. He had 
braught with him a due quantity of ipe» 


caculiha, 
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eacuanha, which he inſiſted on his patient's 8 
ſwallowing. | n ALA 


2210 * N 
2 13 = g 
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The n och refuſed © to 
comply with the Doctor's preſeription in 
that particular, proteſting he would never 
attempt to go through an operation that 
had once been near coſting him his life; 
but had no objection againſt taking any 
other medicine he ſhould think proper to 
leave behind him, not but he had found 
a ſurpriſing alteration for the better ap jou 
he had ſlept. 
J Iyer 

No ſooner did the apothecary diſappear, 
than Sir Harry quitted his bed, and fart 
up in his nightgown; ſent to deſire he 
might have a boiled chicken ; but begg'd 
to be excuſed from holding any converſa- 
tion wich ay + one, till he had reſted that 


night. 


He dock care to empty the Doftor's 
draughts, regularly every two hours, into 
the park. Every time his good aunt ſent 
to re after his diſorder, ſhe” had the 

ſatis- 
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ſatisfaction to hear it was abated; and in 
the morning, he declared he ſhould be able 
to come down to dinner ; which ſpeedy al- 
teration the apothecary imputed to the 
effect of thoſe medicines, which the ba- 
ronet, as has been obſerved, preſented to 


- However,” he did not think fit to con- 
tradict the apothecary's ſuppoſition ; on the 
contrary, appeared extremely pleaſed wich 
bim, and told him he preferred his judg- 
ment to that of Dr. Manſlay, and defired 
never to ſee the laſt mentioned gentleman 


* 
» — — " 4 * 
s AY ES FUE i {oY en 
gain by 4.3 4 Po *. # y - * £4 l aS 4 >4 & » : 


le continued to mend every hour, and 
34 the end of three days complained of no 
Gforder, but a, weakneſs, which rengler'd 
hum unfie to ſit a horſe, at preſent ; but ne- 


o 
* - 


vertheleſs, was not ſufficient to binder 
him from accompanying the ladies in the 
coach in their airings, in one of which 
Mrs. Goodall carry'd him to Stow. Mrs, 
Wright was deſired to accept of a place 
in the coach, and the Doctor attended 
them with his niece in his own chaiſe, 
They 
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They were very agreeably amuſed with 
the curioſities in thoſe gardens, The various 


pieces of ſculpture led the gentlemen into 
a diſcourſe concerning thoſe Sis Harry had 
viewed in Italy ; amongſt the reft, he took 
occaſion to mention the Grecian Venus 
at Florence; upon which the Doctor 
he remember'd an extempore epigram, of 
a very ingenious young 1 on 
der- . e art. 
i bit pas JT. 
- Sie Fluvry; a ndies ee 
if he could tecollect che lines, he 
oblige them with a repetition of then 1 
have not the pleaſure of any acquain- 
tanct with the author, (replied the Doc- 
tor) „ agd as they carne into my hands by 
a actigent, Lam not certain whether be | 
will not : be offended with. the communi» * 
e cation of them; but I really think it tb 
© ingenious a compoſition to be concealed,* 


Ip ln are theſe; 


* 
1 
2 
4 
* 


| 
| 
| 
| . 
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An extempore epigram, « on ſeeing the ſta- 
| tue of Venus. at F lorence.· | 


. Fai Sit "Grchin wonder ! ſhould that bre 


ly mein, 
© Thoſe genuine charms of ny, 8 pow'r r- 
ul queen 
With ſenſeleſs, cold indifference, ere be 
© < 'feen: + 
c Frown, Goddeſs! . thy pedeſtal, and 
_©ſhow 
< Celeſtial anger kindling, on thy brow: ; 
© To prove, in jult deſpight of injur ck art. 
Thy form leſs ſtone, than the dull gazer's. 
| heart.? 


* 


The company returned the Doctor 


thanks, and expreſſed the higheſt approba- 


tion of the performance; which Sir: Harry 


aid, did no leſs honour to the ingenious. 


author than to the inimitable ſtatuary. 


On their return, the Doctor ſaid, by way 
of contraſt to what they had ſeen, he muſt 
invite 


; * We hope the ingenious author of this epigram 
will pardon the liberty Dr. Wright has taken with it, 


* 
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invite them to drink a ſillabub, in a little 
temple he had juſt erected in his garden. 
They were accordingly ſet down at the Par- 
ſonage, and the Doctor conducted them 
into his temple. They were extremely pleaſ- 


ed with a ſituation that was indedtod ſo 
little to art or grandeur. 

Miſs Wellers looking round ber, aſked 
the Doctor if he did not intend to orna- 
ment his new edifice with a few buſts ? He 
pauſed a while, and taking out a pocket- 
book, wrote the following lines with a 
pencil, which he delivered to her by way 


of reply. 


No gaudy idol in this dome is ſeen, 


« Of ro. fierce god, or n wanton 7 
| * queen 3 


„But far more ſacred, having you, it vies 
With thoſe proud ſtructures that affront 
ttthe ſkies. 
The trueſt temple is, where ſits enſhrin'd 
The neareſt pow'r to heaven, the vir- 
tuous mind.“ 


sbe 


. 
8 
— ä» — k H ;—ÜQ ꝙ ↄ ˙*V . K YR. EU²irtEt 4 2 — —— 4 ˙ 2 ˙ — — - Wa; Aim 
* 
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ner it deſerved ; and the company paſſed a 


wo The Hs roxy of A 
She received the compliment in the man- 


At parting with the Doctor, Sir Harry 
declared to Mrs. Goodall, he was fo charm- 
ed with that gentleman's converſation, that 
he ſhould leave the village with extreme 
rogree, and intimated that it would be very 
agretubie to him to ſtay and attend her 
to his own. feat, when the return'd Mifs 
8 3 * 


His aunt was 1 e with the 
ſentiments he entertained of the Doctor; 
and unwilling to deprive him of the ad- 
vantages the thought he might derfve from 
an-intimacy*with 2 perfarr of his morality 
and learning, defired he would make her 
houſe his home; till they conlt att go to- 
ee Andrew's wedding 


CHAP. 
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- CHAP. VII. 
Shows the fertile invention of a man of 
_ gallantry. 
NE morging, 


ſion mentions in the 
ter, Mrs, Goodall being engage 


accompts with her e and „ 


Harry, as Miſs Wellers thought, employ- 


ed with Dri Wrigbt in the Hbrary, that 


young lady retired to an arbour in the 
grove, taking a volume of Mr. * 8 
works in her hand. ett e s 


Auf 2 346; #3 


She Del dee . . a 


intent upon the book, that ſne never per- 
ceived the apptoach of Sir Harry, Who 
ſtriking out of another walk, was at her 
elbow before ſhe was aware of it. He 
accoſted her with, Madam, you have - 
* choſe a very agreeable retirenent; if it 
is not impertinent, may I know what, 
< author is 5 happy as to engage your at- 
tention? | * 


4 


- ſaon after G excur-. 


* 
; * 
% 


* 8 % 
+ 


— 
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She, riſing from her ſeat, and delivering 
the book into his hand, ſaid, Tou will in 
© this, Sir, find my preſent entertainment.“ 
Then offering to move up the walk, he 
begg' d her to return to her ſeat; and com- 
| plimenting her on the judicious choice ſhe 

had made in the ſubject of her amuſement, 
defired ſhe would favour him with her opi- 
nion of a poem in that volume: It is here,“ 
continued he, turning over the leaves, the 
© letter of Eloiſa to Abelard: I have perus'd 
* it a thouſand times; but if you will give 
© me leave, I will read it to you, as there 
are ſome paſſages of which I ſhould be 
glad to have your ſentiments.” 


* Indeed, Sir Harry,” reply'd Miſs Wel- 
lers, you muſt excuſe me: I am by no 
means qualified to criticiſe on ſuch a 


poet. 


I will admit of no ſuch excuſe,” an- 
ſwered the baronet, you are, l'm ſure, 

qualified to comment on the ſentiments 
* of one of your own lex,” | 


U 
1 * 


* 
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Upon which he began to read that epiſ- 
tle. When he came to theſe lines, 


Not Cæſar's empreſs ! would I deign to 


prove, 
Make me but miſtreſs to the man I 
love.“ 


Good G—d!” exclaimed the baronet, 
* what a happy man muſt he be, that was 


capable of raiſing ſo exalted a paſſion 
in the breaſt of fuch a woman! What is 


your opinion of thoſe lines?? continued 
he, taking her by the hand, and looking 
full in her face. 


She remained ſilent, withdrawing her 
hand. He inſiſting on her reply ; J 


Why, Sir Harry, ſaid ſhe, bluſhing, 


if you muſt know my real thoughts, 


they appear to me to be the ſentiments 
of a perſon inſpired with a violent un- 
* governable paſſion, but ſurely not of a 
* commendable one. 


Vor. I. K I | 


194 The Hi $TORY of 


74 I always thought you a little prude, 
return'd the baronet. 


©: Nay; anſwered Miſs Wellers, ] don't 
think I am at all more prudiſh in this 
reſpect, than Mrs. Goodall: I deſire, Sir 
« Harry, you would aſk her opinion on this 
8 ſut dect, and I n Oy it will agree with 
mine. | 


4 | <F-believe it may,“ reply*d Sir Harry, 
but though I pay great deference to her 
judgment, can by no. means allow ic 
< to be infallible, ſuppofing it unbiaſſed, 
* which is hardly to be ſuppoſed at her 
time of life. The opinions of | perſons 
-< uſually gather ſtrength! by an encreaſe 
of years. And age and obſtinacy are gener- 
ally inſeparable ; therefore I cannot acqui- 
eſce in your appeal to ſo incompetent a 
* judge of the cauſe. Tho' I dare believe, at 
your age, her ſentiments would have 
agreed with mine.” 


Then, Sir Harry,“ return'd the young 
lady, they muſt be the ſame now, if 
- 3 your 
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* your aſſertion be true, that age adds | 
* ſtrength to an opinion.” 


The baronet perceiving he had made an 
egregious flip, anſwered with heſitation, 
Madam, a— when, — when I—a--menti- 
© on'd the word opinion, I meant to uſe that 
* of prejudice. 

Take which word you pleaſe, Sir 
< Harry,” xeply'd his fair opponent, * they 
< will equally ſerve to prove that if Mrs. 
Goodall was once of your opinion in 
this matter, or prejudiced, if you pleaſe, 


retain the ſame, according to your 
own aſſertion. And therefore the only 
way to end the argument, is to aſk her 
to which fide ſhe inclines: and I am de- 
termined to aſk he. 


> + *#..6 ;@ M A 


In ſpeaking theſe words, ſhe aroſe :* Come, 
Sir Harry, continued Miſs Wellers, do 
you chuſe to walk in? I fancy Mrs, 
© Goodall is by this time diſengaged. 


As you pleaſe, madam, anſwered the. 
. baronet, you may command my atten- 
R 2 dance 


in favour of ſuch ſentiments, ſhe muſt 


— 
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dance to the world's end; then kiſſing 
the book with an air of gallantry, he de- 
en it to bers with a molt obſequious 


e be company KR at 


Mrs. Goodall's that day, prevented Miſs 


Wellers from putting the queſtion the in- 
tended to that lady. \ 


No ſooner were the n gone, than 
Sir Harry, apprehenſive the young lady 
would do as ſhe had propoſed, reſolved to 
be beforehand with her: Addreſſing him- 
ſelf therefore to his aunt, * As I was ſaun- 
< tering in the grove this morning,” ſaid he, 
© found Miſs Wellers there, peruſing the 
* works of our Engliſh Horace. Curioſity 

* prompted me to enquire which of that 
| © elegant poet's compoſitions ſhe moſt ap- 

proved: finding in the volume ſhe had 

« fix'd on, his verſion of Eloiſa's epiſtle, I 
© pitch*'d upon that, in order to draw from 
© her, her ſentiments of ſome tender ex- 
preſnons of the fair recluſe : from theſe, 
I ſtarted an argument, on purpoſe to try 
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the ſtrength of my fair antagoniſt. Vou 
would have ſmiled to fee how the bait 
took, and with what earneſtneſs ſhe car- 
ried on the conteſt. Finding I would not 
yield, ſhe propoſed an appeal to you, 
with a warmth that diverted! me mucb, 


was taken for earneſt. | Conſeſs the truth, 
Miſs Wellers, did not you think whilſt, 
* I wasendeavouring to get the better of 
you in the argument, (merely to give 


a — ö — a we _2 


as it was an aſſurance that my raillerß 


you an opportunity of exerting your 


good ſenſe in confuting me) that I Was 
really deſirous you ſhould n a 
< ſentiments of Eloifa ?? 


H Certainly, Sir, I did (reply'd the young 
_ © neither was the ſuppoſition unwar- 
© rantable, as Mrs. Goodall will acknow- 


+ ledge, when ſhe hears. the tale arty 
* ſtated,” . +49 


Upon which ſhe related the whole con- 
verſation, omitting only that circumſtance 
concerning the connection between age god 
_obſtinacy,” 4 <anath 
K x: | 8 And 
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And now madam,” comviubt ſhe, 
* which fide will you take! hh | 


© Yours, to be ſure,* anſwer'd Mrs, 
Goodall. 


I told you fo, Sir Harry, ſaid Miſs 
Wellers. 


And did not I agree with you in that, 
* madam ?” reply'd the baronet. You may 
remember, I ſaid my aunt would be of 
your opinion; but, added he laughing, 
I muſt own myſelf vanquifh'd at laft, not 
only by your arguments, but by my own 
« artifice, which I employ'd with no other 
view, but to try the force of thoſe wea- 

pons I imagined you would have recourfe 
to; and to the ſuperior power of which 
< ſubmit.” 


I am very glad, Sir Harty, anſwer d his 
aunt, * that you acknowledge yourſelf foil- 
ed at ſo dangerous a weapon as diſſimu- 


Go lation. I would caution you to lay it 
; © aſide, 
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« aſide, leſt it ſhould one time or other 
* recoil, and wound you in the tendere?} 
"ne your honour,”. Hit 


Thank you, madam, for your advice,“ 
return'd Sir Harry; but methinks we are 
growing graver than the ſubject will ad- 
* mit of, Suppoſe we take a walk to the 
* Parſonage, and ſee what's going forward 
there.“ 


This propoſition of the baronet's pro- 
ceeded rather from a deſire of diverting 
his aunt's thoughts from the ſubject they 
were lately upon, than from any inclina- 
tion he had to viſit the Doctor, whoſe un- 
derſtanding, though he could not help ad- 
miring, he dreaded ; and fear'd he ſhould 


penetrate into the deſign he had form'd 


on the young lady. He had the like ap- 


prehenſions of his aunt. For which rea- 


ſon, when Miſs Wellers quitted the room, 
to fetch her hat and ſhade, he vented : a 


deep ſigh. 


* 


K 4 From 


& 
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3% From whence proceeds that ſigh, Sir 
. * Harry | 4 ſaid Mrs. Goodall. 


From the heart, madam, I aſſure you,” 
reply'd her nephew; tis in vain,” conti- 
nued he, to pretend to conceal from you 
the chagrin 1 feel, at receiving no intelli- 

* gence from France. Ah, madam, were 

*:you ſenfible what anxious moments a 
© lover paſſes, when ſeparated, by a long 

* ſea, from the Object of all his wiſhes, 

you would Fi nas my r ſituation.” 


. Indeed, Sir Harry,” reply'd Mrs. Good- 
all, I have frequently remarked an ab- 
* ſence in your behaviour, that led me to 
* conjefture you had ſomething of this 


nature on your mind. But may I not 


© be favour'd with the name of the lady, 
* whoſe charms have had ſuch an inffu- 


ence upon you : 5 


5 «] would fatisfy you in this point with 
* extreme”pleaſure,” anſwer'd the baronet, 
had not my fair conqueror laid an in- 
junction 


* 4 ®. 
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junction of ſecrecy upon me. But thus 
far I may venture to tell you, ſhe is a 
lady of Engliſh extraction, with whom 


29 became acquainted during my reſidence © + 


« at Paris; ;p and as ſhe has favour'd me 
© with her correſpondence ſince my return, 
I cannot gueſs the reaſon of her not re- 

« plying to my laſt letters: however, if I 
© have no news by the next mail, I ſhall 
« diſpatch Valiere for Dover immediately, 
and poſſibly ſhall go myſelf; for I can- 
not ſupport this ſtate of ſuſpence.? 


The return of Miſs Wellers was a good 
pretence for Sir Harry to drop a conver- 
fation he would have found it difficult to. 
have carried on. And he was heartily glad 
to be relieved, as he imagined he had ſaid 
enough to convince his aunt of the engage- 
ment of his heart, and conſequently to 
quell any ſuſpicions that might ariſe in her 
mind of his intentions, in relation to her 
ward, NE 

They proceeded to Dr. Wright's; but 
finding the family were not return'd: from 
. K 5 * 
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4 viſit they that day made to Mr. Shooter, 

they return'd, and Sir Harry intreated his 
aunt to ſit down to piquet with him, for 
the ſame reaſon that induced him to pro- 
poſe a walk. 


From this time, Sir Harry took all op- 
portunities, when alone with Miſs Wellers, 
to profeſs himſelf her admirer; but in his 
tete à tete interviews with his aunt, pre- 
tended à perfect infenſibility of that young 
lady's beauty and accompliſfiments, a 
continued to talk in rapture of the charms 
of his fair Parifian, 


One day,. being in boi with Miſs 
Wellers and Miſs Burton, whilſt the Doc- 
tor, Mrs. Wright, and Mrs. Goodall, were 


engaged in a. diſcourſe concerning a diſ- 


ſtreſs d family in the pariſh, and conſulting 
what could be done to relieve them, Sir 
Harry "propoſed to the young ladies a 
walk im the grove, to which they aſſented: 
and the baronet turn'd the converſation on 
love and marriage; in which he artfully 
3 that he deſpiſed all mercenary 

| . attach- 
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attachments; and took occaſion. to ſay, his 
fortune was ſufficient to ſupport him in 
affluence with any woman whoſe. merit 
ſhould attract his affeftions : and proteſted, 
if ever he changed his condition, love alone 
would be the motive. 


Theſe hints, added to his reſpectful treat- 
ment of Miſs Wellers, and fome obſerva- 
tion on his glances, created a ſuſpicion in 
Miſs Burton, that Sir Harry was captivat- 
ed by her fair friend; from whom ſhe 
did not conceal them : but next day, being 
alone with her, congratulated her on the 
conqueſt ſhe had made, 


Miſs Wellers, at firſt, affected to „ 
this as raillery, till the other aſſured her 
ſne was ſerious, and ſaid, If Sir Harry 
Wilſmore has not directly declared him- 
© ſelf your lover, I'm certain he has put 
« a great conſtraint upon his inclinations; 
* for it is plain to me, by all his expreſ- 
ſions _ TK ety that his __ is 
- ©% yours.” 


ts % 1 


204 


The His ron r of 


© I neither believe, or des Ire it ſhould,” 


anſwered Miſs Wellers, * unleſs we were 


* 
= 


« 


A” 
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more upon an equality; and as I am 


circumſtanced, it would be very im- 
prudent in me ta entertain any ſuch 
notion.” 


© Why fo r' reply'd her friend, © his per- 
ſon, accompliſhmentsand fortune, are con- 
ſpicuous endugh to attract the regard of 
any lady whoſe heart is diſengaged ; and 1 
cannot ſee any ſuch diſparity between you. 
The article of fortune excluded,. where is 
it to be found? And as Sir Harry has ag 
ample eſtate, ſufficient, as he obſerves, 


to live in ſplendour, without the addition 


of a wealthy match, I think there is great 
probability to believe it will be your 
own fault, if you are not one day may | 
 Wilſmare.? 


Miss Wellers <a the baronet all the 


qualifications of a fine gentleman ; but ſaid, 
the had no notion he had any 5 of 
the nature ſhe mentioned, 


"a - How- 
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However, when they parted, Miſs Bur- 
ton's diſcourſe return'd to the mind of Miſs 
Wetlers ; and as ſhe was not endued with 
leſs penetration than her friend, ſhe had 
for ſome time thought ſhe had diſcovered 
by Sir Harry's extraordinary aſſiduity, that 
the was not indifferent to him; and refoly- 
ed to remark more particularly, for the fu- 
ture, all his behavidur. She did ſo, and 
upon the ſtricteſt examination, found it 
correſponded with the exacteſt rules of ho- 
nour and . breeding. | 


You are e not therefore to wonder, gentle 
reader, conſidering the univerſal genereſity 
of his character, and the frequent oppar- 
tunities he had of addreſſing her, 1 in. the 
moſt pathetic terms, if her young unex- 
perienced heart ſhould begin to regard him 
as a conqueſt worthy of it, and to incline 
to a favourable, opinion of his pretenſions. 
Yet though ſhe perceived ſome ſmall ſymp- 
toms in her mind, of a reciprocal attach- 
ment, ſhe took care to remove them, and 
was extremely cautious no word or action 


ef hers, ſhould betray any ſuch, 


Whilt 
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Whilſt ſhe was ruminating on the deſigns 
of the baronet, and fearing to give in too 
much to ſentiments that favour'd him, he 
© enter'd the room, and finding her alone, 
began to make an open profeſſion of his 
paſſion; but in terms ſo modeſt and re- 
ſpectful, as gave her no room to ſuſpect the 
fincerity and honour of them. 


: Shs made ao otherarnls.to theſe decle- 
rations, than by aſking him if he had ac- 
quainced her guardian with his intentions ? 


To which he anſwer'd, he was obliged 
to conceal them from her at preſent, as 
there had been a match propoſed to him 
which was not agreeable to his inclinations ; 
and as his aunt approved it, ſhe would in 
all likelihoood object to any other; but he 
hoped to divert her thoughts from that, 
in a few months; and then he ſhould, with 
pride and pleaſure, inform her of the pre- 
ference he 2 8 to Nin Weller s. 


+ My 
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My aunt,” continued he, © is a very 
good ' Woman, but as nothing human 
« exiſts that is perfect, ſhe has her foibles, 
and is not eafily brought to give up any 
point that her mind is fix'd upon; and 
* a direct oppoſition never fails to draw 
* down her diſpleaſure on the oppoſer.* 


This excuſe appeared to Miſs Wellers 
plauſible enough, who had obſerved a little 
tendency of that ſort in her guardian, and 
frequently had heard her joke Sir Harry 
about his abſent flame, and toaſt her health, 
She did not think it ſtrange, that Mrs. 
Goodall ſhould deſire her nephew to make 
ſome conſiderable alliance; and perhaps 
thought herſelf not a little honoured in the 
preference he gave to her. However that 
be, ſhe gave Sir Harry no ſort of encourage - 
ment by her anſwers; in which ſhe told him 
it was not proper for her to engage in diſ- 
courſes of this nature with him, at leaſt 
till he had brought Mrs. Goodall to ap- 
prove of ſuch. And therefore begg d he 

J N would ., 
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would no more mention the affair to her, 
till he was certain ſhe might attend to it, 
withour diſpleaſing her belt friend. 


CHAS DX 
Muſick brought from America to regale 
the hearer, as well as the reader. 


| HE time was now arriv'd, that Mrs. 
2 "| Goodall and her ward were to ſet 
| out for Sir Harry Wilſmore's ſeat. He 
| attended them in the coach. Stopping to 
| dine at an inn in Stamford, their ears were 
| agreeably ſaluted with the melodious notes 
| of a Virginia nightingale; with which 
Mrs. Goodall was ſo charm'd, that ſhe ſent 
for the hoſteſs, and in very civil terms de- 
manded of her, if ſhe was willing to dif- 
poſe of that pretty bird? * 


E . IR — 


The landlady, with many low curt'ſeys, 
anſwered, I am very much obliged to 
« your ladyſhip's goodneſs, for taking no- 
© tice of my little favourite, which, as your 
c ladyſhip is pleaſed to obferve, is a fine 


»” " os 
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bird, and if I could part with it, it ſhould 
be very much at your ladyſhip's ſervice. 
But I hope your ladyſhip will not take 
* it amiſs, that I cannot diſpoſe of the 
little creature; becauſe I muſt tell your 
* ladyſhip I ſet a great value upon it, as 
it was ſent me by a friend that I expect 
* to ſee er'e long, a poor lady! that was 
driven out of England by misfortunes. 
Indeed if I was certain I ſhould never ſee 
her again, your ladyſhip ſhould be 
very welcome to the bird; but as ſhe 
* may come I know not how ſoon, if ſhe 
_ © ſhould find J had parted. with her pre: 
* ſent, ſhe might think me ungrateful, 
and never do me a favour again as long 
as ſhe lives. 


* I would, by no means,” reply'd Mrs. 
Goodall, deſire to deprive you of a roken 
of friendſhip, eſpecially as it comes from 
a perſon in misfortunes ; which circum- 
[tance alone, muſt engage a more parti- 
cular regard to any proof of affection, 
< tho” it be ever ſo trivial.“ 


K „ «„ „ 


. 
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Ay, your ladyſhip's goodneſs is much 
in the right; Mrs. Brown has met with 
great croſſes, and ſo has her huſband.” 


In trade, 1 ſuppoſe,” faid Mrs. Goodall, 
© by their ſettling in Virginia. 


Why,“ anſwered the hoſteſs, * your 
G ladyſhip muſt underſtand, if Mr. Brown 
© had not married a ſquire's daughter, he 
© might have been able to have maintained 
© himſelf very well by a place he had, 
c Indeed his wife was as well brought up 
as any lady in the land; but her father 
* was a ſad man, and brought a bad wo- 
man into his houſe under her very noſe z 
| © fo, poor gentlewoman ! to be rid of ſuch 

company, ſhe married Mr. Brown. His 
* circumſtances was not- extraordinary, as 
your ladyſhip may imagine, when I tell 
© you he had only a place of thirty pounds 
© a year, under a merchant, But as his 
_ © wife's father gave them a few hundreds, 
_ © they thought themſelves very happy. 

4 ' Las a Gy they never conſidered the 
charge 
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* charge of houſe-keeping,' and a young 
family coming on. Mr. Brown ſent 


6 
C 
6 
c 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
M0 
C 
6 
* 
4 
6 
« 
6 
c 
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the money he had by his wife for a ven- 
ture, as they call it; and ſo, I ſuppoſe; it 
went to the bottom of the ſea, for the 
ſhip was loſt. His wife lying in foon 
after, and the child being a fickly puny 


thing, he ſent to me, to get a cheap 


place in the country for her and the child 
to come to for air. But I ſhould tell 
your ladyſhip firſt, that J was once houſe- 
keeper to Mr. Brown's uncle, who was 
a covetous old batchelor, that brought 
him up, and told every body that Mr. 
Brown ſhould be his heir. So he put 
him to no buſineſs, but kept him at home 
to wait on him and keep his accounts, 
which ſaved him the expence of a ſtew- 
ard. But by that time Maſter Billy was 
two and twenty, the old fool married 


« one of his maids, who to be ſure was 
no better than ſhe ſhould be: and ſhe 


perſuaded him to turn his nephew out of 
doors. Mr. Brown was fo beloved in 


the neighbourhood, that he was wel- 


come 
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come to every body's family, and ſome 
Jof his friends recommended him to a 
Virginia merchant, who took him for 
© his clerk. This merchant had an eſtate 
© in Devonſhire, and he ſent Mr. Brown 
© to look after his affairs there; and here 
he happened to come acquainted with 
Miſs Molly Wellers, a ſquire's daughter 
© that lived in the neighbourhood,” — 


At the mention of this name, the ladies 

looked upon each other with ſome tokens 
of amazement ; and though they had both 
been not a little tired of the converſation 
of the prating landlady, yet now their cu- 
riolity led them to wiſh for a continuance 
. 


Sbe proceeded: Miss Wellers fell in 
© love with bim, and they married. But 
© the ſquire would never ſet eyes on her 
after, though he gave her a little mat- 
ter, which was loſt, as I told your la- 
dyſhip. Well! I ſtirred about, and got 
a place for Mrs. Brown and her little 
one to board at, within a mile of this 

* town. 


daß «„ „ „ „ 
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© town. And ſhe lived there a matter of 
«* fourteen months. And I uſed frequent- 
ly to go to ſee her. And as it lay in my 
way to have now and then a tit-bit, I 
often fent her a piece of veniſon, or ſuch 
a thing, that ſhe could not ſo well come 
at. Which ſhe took ſo kindly, that ſhe 
has ſent me many handſome preſents 
« ſince ſhe has had it in 5 9 gan 


KA 


F A A 


Then, I hope,” ſaid Mrs. Goodall, «the 


© has met with a change in her circum- 
ſtances? 


* Your adyſhip ſhall hear,“ anſwer'd the 
hoſteſs: Having ſtaid in thoſe parts 
about fourteen months, as I ſaid, the 
© merchant that her huſband ſerv'd, find- 
ing him to be a very ſenſible induſtrious 
« honeſt man, and one that underſtood his 
« buſineſs, took compaſſion on his circum- 
© ſtances, and recommended him to a place 
of ſome profit in Virginia, where he 
© went about ten years ago, and is now be⸗ 
come a wealthy planter,* 


The 


i 
| 

| 

1 

| 
. 
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Which engaged 


K —— = * 
* 


The ladies had no inclination to inter- 
tupt this recital ; but finding it concluded, 
Miſs Wellers put ſeveral queſtions to the 
landlady concerning Mrs. Brown, inform- 
ing her that ſhe was her ſiſter, and defir- | 
ed. ſhe would give her immediate notice of 
Mrs. Brown's arrival in England. She 
then called for paper, and gave her a di- 


rection to her at Mrs. Goodall's. 


The hoſteſs, highty delighted with the 


appearance of Mrs. Brown's liſter, pro- 


miſed to be punctual in the performance of 
her commands. Mrs. Goodall and Sir 


1 Harry congratulated Miſs Wellers On the 


proſpect of ſeeing ſo near and dear a re- 
lation; and having taken a civil farewel of 


their talkative landlady, they proceeded 
on their journey. 


What they had heard at thei inn, faraiſhe 
ed them with, a new topic of converſation, 
them till they were met by 
Miſs Wilſmore, from whom they found a 


way * reception, and who, in a few 
| days 
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days after, had a legal right to allume the 
title of ily Dale 15 

W care, that their 
nuptials ſhould be celebrated with great 


Sir Harry 


ſplendour; and gave à grand ball at | his 
' own ſeat, to which all the neighbourhood 
was invited, except the family of Mr. 
Searls, who hada country habitation with- 
in a few miles of the baronet's. Such an 
excluſion was matter of great vexation to 
the banker's wife and daughters. 
Sir Harry, having been informed of their 
inſolent behaviour to Miſs Wellers, thought _ 
proper to ſhew his contempt of them by 
this ſlight. To add to their mortification, 
the baronet carried his gueſts, with the 
bride, to an aſſembly that was held in A 
country-town hard by; where the great 
Mrs. Searls and her daughters had the 
mortification to ſee the little deſpiſed Lucy 
handed into the ball- room by the fineſt 
gentleman in the country, and open the 
ball with the bridegroom, 


" "PIs - place ſoon reſounded with hs 
praiſes which her beauty and gentility 
Si drew 


—— 4 *. . . —— 44 
10 
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drew from the company. A ſound ſo 


15 ting to the ears of Mrs. Searls, that 
e 


went up to her daughter Patty, who 


was dancing with her admirer Mr. Fitz- 
Harris, and begg'd ſhe would retire with 


her into the card-rooni. The eclat follow- 
ing her there, ſhe could not endure it, but 
order'd her coach, and drove home, tak- 


ing her daughters and Mr. Fitz-Harris 


with ner; to the great ſatisfaction of her 


country neighbours, who had long wiſhed 


for an occaſion of mortifying that inſo- 
lence which had render'd their company 


' W 


Sir Andrew and his lady made a brilli- 
ant appearance; and Sir. Harry, to do ho- 
nour to his ſiſter, came not ſhort of them 
in this particular. And here I am ſorry 


I cannot oblige the young ladies my read- 


ers, with a circumſtantial deſcription of their 
dreſs. But as | have not the honour of 
any acquaintance with either their milli- 
ner or mantua-maker, . &c. and hold no 


| correſpondence with Mrs. Goodall, I dare 
not truſt to my memory in ſo important 


my G . 4 3 


* GB: 


PP 
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an affair; and therefore muſt beg- they 
would ſupply that deficiency for me, and 
let each of my fair peruſers dreſs them 
according to her own fancy, in whatever 
they would themſelves chuſe to appear in, 
on ſuch an occaſion. 


_—_— $ 


0 H A P. X 

Contains matrimonial propoſals from a man 
| of faſhion. 

Wien Mrs. Searls 1 88 de 
after leaving the aſſembly, ſhe be- 
gan to take her youngeſt daughter to taſk. 
I am aſtoniſh'd ! Miſs Patty,” ſaid ſhe, 
« you could ſo far forget yourſelf, to be 
« guilty of ſuch a meanneſs, as to ftand 
.* up to dance, when Lucy Wellers took 
place of you. Though Sir Andrew Du- 
miel, being a ſtranger, knew no better, 
and Sir Harry Wilfmore choſe to affront 
us, I wonder child! you did not know 


your proper place; or chat Mr. Fitz- 
: Harris . | wo | 


vor. * L - Upon 


* 
©" 
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** 


Po Hin my ſowle,? anſwered her 3 
© 1 made no miſtake, for I took place of 


the gentleman two couple below his left 
« mages : 


1 3 often thought Miſs Patty too 
forward, ſaid the eldeſt daughter, and 
+ I; doubt ſhe rather choſe to ſhew people 
+. ſhe had an admirer, than conſider'd 
« how it was proper for the daughter of 
ſuch a 0 as Mr. Searls to be- 
« bares t ; | 
— ne piqued at 7 an- 
en Some people are very prudent, 
when they have no opportunity to be 
1 otherwiſe; but I know ſome folks 
would have given their ears to have danc- 
0 5 if any body had aſked her. 


1 


8 Well, child !* return d her ſiſter, © leaſe 
© yourſelf with that ridiculous notion; 1 
. don't think it worth my while to contradict 
« you. But I would not have you give 
TI ſuch violent airs, as if no body 
þ 4 had 
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© had a lover but you! D'ye think, if I had 
* liſten'd to the nonſenſe of every one that 


made his addreſſes to me, I might * "I. 
c have had fellows dancing after mer”. | 


Mr. Fitz Harris, a little diſturbed : at 
this ſpeech, which he imagined was no leſs 
a reflection on him than his miſtreſs,” de- 
termined to be even with Mifs Searls ; to 
which purpoſe, he ſaid, © As I was going 
into the card-room, I overtook Sir Harry 
Wilſmore, coming out, and thought he 
vas making up to you, in order to en- 
gage you to dance with him. But when 
I came into the room again, I heard him 


look at a gentleman, to whom he ſaid in | 


* a whiſper, which I /aw plain enough, 
* Willno ee hari _ Sn 
' 2 1 10 e a 


6 Good lack * i Miſs Searls, 
ga mighty pretty ſpeech, truly! But Sir 
Harry Wilſmore may know I deſpiſe him, 
* alinoſt as much as 1 do a beer 4 


MY Iriſh-man.” n > OR 


Tos K ky 24 * & 
* 
* 


220 be HISTORY of 


; In ending theſe words ſhe flew out of 
the room after her mamma, who retired 
to undreſs; and to whom ſhe vented ſome 
of the ſpleen Mr. Fitz-Harris's ſpeech 
had occaſion d. But Mrs. Searls had ſuch 
à notion of his being a perſon of condition, 
by his intimacy. with lady Ramble, that 
all the ſpite of her eldeſt daughter could 
— the bi rroge ſhe had in | his 


e 


„Miß le e "oy aki mids 
not give ear to any infinuations againſt 
that fine genileman,/ as ſhe called him, was 
reſol ved to interrupt the lovers, whom ſhe 
ſaid, it was not decent to leave ſo long 
Alone, and flew into the parlour with as 
much e as ſhe — * it. 


On ee 1 wonder, Miſs Patty! p 
Mid the, you can be ſo indiſcreet, to fit 


« -here with Mr.-Fitz-Harris ; W 
6 . ſervants talk. 


The beau, obſerving his miſtreſs a lirele | 
diſconcerted at this ſpeech, reply'd, © In- 
| . deed, 


fy - D. | o 8 * 
AM — , * 
* 
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© deed, madam, your charming ſiſter does 
© not deſerve theſe reproaches, | for con- 


* deſcending to permit me to entertain her 
« with the breathings of my paſſion. The 


flames which her reſplendent face, en- 


© chanting ſhape, and ſprightly wit, 
have kindled in my breaft, muſt have 


© avent, or they will conſume ue n 8 


heat.“ 
n.. 


Then turning to Miſ Patty, Speak; my 


* adorable angel l' continued he, and give 
me the raviſhing affurance, . that you ap- 
* prove my vows, or before your ſiſter, 


my ſword (which is all the fire arms 1 


have about me) ſhall tranfix that faith- 
« ful heart, which has flown for a 
your ee breaſt. . 


Miſs Searls, out of all patience at this 1 


rhapſody, called out, For heaven's ſake! 
don't din my ears with fuch ſtuff; Why 
© the girl muſt be quite a . 
* ſuch fulſome nonſenſe.” 1 


Then taking Miſs Patty by 4e hand, 
ſhe infifted on her retiring with her tabber 


„ 
be 
_ 
2 


L 3 mamma 
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mamma; and ſhe was obliged to obey the 
ſummons, and to leave her languiſtung 
Joer, to contemplate alone on _ pane: 
ein his m 4 | 


: Net ext lays the 1 arrived FOR 
town ſomewhat unexpectedly, as he ſel- 
dom came into the country when his wife 
was there; but there being ſome bulinefs 
to be teanſiQed: concerning. pariſh affairs, 
he thought his preſence abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry: Though 'tis probable it was as little 
deſired by his neighbours as by his own 
family. He was ſurpriſed to find Fitz 
_ Harris there, and plainly told his wife, 
he did not approve of that gentleman' 3 
viſits to Miſs Patty. 3 


She anſwered, ſhe thought -it- ſufficient 
that-ſhe did, who muſt be a- better judge 
of fine gentlemen than he, as ſnhe had ſuch 
opportunities from her acquaintance with 
lady Ramble, to be introduced to great 


company. 


And really, Mr. rae * 
ſhe, tis amazing that you ſhould pre- 


© tend. 


Wo 
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tend to trouble your head in affairs that 
don't concern you. You! never was at 
any pains, or expence, in the education 
© of my daughters: and J think as I have 
gad all the trouble of breeding them, tis 
very fit I ſhould diſpoſe of them as I 
think proper. Mr. Fitz-Harris is a 
fine gentleman, and a man of faſhion, and 
© has a very handſome eſtate in the biſhop- 
ric of Clanfart, as he has aſſured me; 


* 


times remov'd frem a peer. So, you lee 
here's quality as well as fortune; and 


tis not impoſſible, if Miſs Patty ſhould 
accept his offer, but ſhe may be a 
countefs; and quality will ſuit her of 
« all things i in life! ſhe is formed. Ion a 
8 lady.” 


a. a TM a> A 


* 


Fitz e chancing to oa che room, 
Mrs. Searls deſired him to walk in. 
* Young gentleman,” ſaid ſhe, ©* you muſt 
© ſpeak for yourſelf; I have juſt made 
Mr. Searls acquainted with your ny oj 
f Lions | to _ "Oye A 


"Eh Pita- 


and is, beſides, couſin german bee 


— 
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f. 1. Henle looked 1 diſcon- 


certed at firſt, but reſuming the natural 
product of his climate, an aſſurance, 
Madam,“ anſwerd he, 1 hope this 


© worthy gentleman will not oppoſe my 
* happineſs with the divine object of the 
© moſt conſummate paſſion thatever fired 


a a youthful heart. Oh! think, Sir, of your 


* own ſufferings, when {olliciting the fair 
hand of this beautiful lady; bowing to 
Mrs. Searls, then judge, Sir, of the tor- 
ture which muſt inevitably rend my ob- 
© durate breaſt, if you cruelly deny me the 
q favour of confeſſing to Miſs Patty, the 
© power her charms have gained wer s 
© heart as free from guile as vm own.“ 


Here RE TT a low bow, he waited the 
effect this fine harangue would have on 


on ror of, his miſtreſs. 


The betler, having 1 bis obe- 
quious bow, reply d, Mr. Fitz-Harris, 
« Sir, my wife, as ſhe has inform'd you, 
© had began to mention your pretenſions to 

| « my 


2 . 
= +1 
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* my daughter Miſs Patty; and in refer- 
« ence to my daughter's marriage, I muſt 
« tell you, the caſe is, that J haye no de- 
« fire to part with her at preſent, Sir but 
if you will pleaſe to inform me what 


« ſettlement you propoſe to make on my. _ 


daughter, I will conſider of your offer, 
Sir, and give you my anſwer in a month, 
C Sir.“ | 262 bk $ ; ; 


A month, Sir!” reply'd the lover, I 
can't u ſo long, without obtaining 
the deſirable object of my wiſhes! As 
to a ſettlement, ' Sir, you may depend 
© upon it, all I have in the world I think 
it little enough to lay at the canopy of 
her fair feet; though I will venture to 

« affirm, there are at leaſt five hundred 
E gentlemen, my countrymen, now in town, 
© whoſe fortunes all put together will not . 
© be found to exceed mine; and had * 
proſpect of a diadem, as I have of a co- 
© roner, Miſs Patty Searls might refuſe = 


3 Really, ſaid Mrs. Searls, I pity the 
poor gentleman ; and wiſh, Mr. Searls, - 
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you would conſider he is a man of faſhi- 
© Ons. and never ſtood nd a counter. 
SD ng fiir to f 
No truly, a . Fi itz- 
a Harris, with an air of pride, I muſt 
own I never was worth one; my revenue 
« ariſes from a different ęſtabliſbnent; though 
1 might dwell upon my eſtate, I would 
i not tire you with a repetition of what I 
© have before mention'd to you concerning 
- © the. ſituation of it, and therefore muſt 
beg you would be pleaſed to lay it be- 
« fore this gentleman, whilft I take a turn 
in the garden.“ So ton 7 he JR 
| the. room Rs TO IO. 16 


The moment be was Sone, Mrs. Searls 
launched out in praiſes on his great merit 
and expectations; and ſaid, he had aſſur- 
ed her that his eſtate in Ireland was fif- 
teen hundred a year, which. had only a 


0 mortgage of ſix thouſand pounds upon it, 


leſt by his father; that he deſired no more 
af Mr. Searls at preſent, in order to clear 
it; and as ſoon as this eſtate was diſen- 
cumber'd, he would ſettle the whole of it 
* Miſs Patty. 


The 
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The dankite owned he ad not mappen 
of him for a ſon- in law, notwithſtanding 4 
all his wife could _ in his ne 5 


Finding u ſo obſittcte; is 1205 re-- 
courſe to an expedient, which ſhe thought- 
would not fail to make him acquieſce in 
her opinion. Accordingly, ſhe' gave him 
ſome broad hints, which let him to under- 
ſtand his amours were no ſecret to her. 
She began to put herſelf in a paſſion, and 
threatning to expoſe him, he had no other 
method to allay the one, and evade the 
other, than by telling her he would refer 
the caſe to her {aperior judgment, and es | 
fent to whatever ſhe thought proper. 
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188 Wellers had e in Sir ic Harry 
Wilſmore's houſe near a fortnight z 
the chief of which time had been ſpent in 
feſtivity, and receiving vilits : ſo that the 
baronet had no opportunity of proſecuting 
the cauſe in which his heart was engaged. 
But it happen'd, one day, Mrs. Goodall 
was obliged to attend Sir Andrew, and lady 
Dumiel, in a viſit to an old maiden couſin, 
who lived a very retired life, and faw no 
company but her relations; and therefore, 
it was not thought proper to carry Miſs 
Wellers. And Sir Harry, excuſed him- 
ſelf from going, having, he ſaid, appointed 
his attorney to come to him chat day, up- 
on buſineſs, es. a1 


\ 


E As ſoon as Sir nee and he ladies, 
| were gone, Miſs Wellers retired to her 
= rene room; where the was earneſtly 
—_ OY e 
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employ'd on a piece of needle- work, when 


Sir Harry enter'd, without any apology 
for his intruſion : and ſeating himſelf by 


her, began to talk on the ſuhject of his 
paſſion for her; which, he ſaid, was grown 


to that height, he could no longer keep it 


within the bounds he had hitherto None, 
and intreated her to 3 m ** 
W in a ſtile __ ax = 
Tt Dns vii 0 

pee under a great deal of cont 
fubon at * diſcourſe; to enn n 
no dee | 63 SAC | 11-2816! 

| - 1: 03 h905t{doan%” 

Sir n wha the ink tence as A 
favourable omen, began to take ſome liber 
ties which ſurpriſed her, and which, ſne 
told him, were very inconſiſtent with the 
reſpect he had profeſſed for den and even 
with eee „ nt el 


10118 ee 15 


Lie . the fault to exceſs of paſ- 

_ - hon pleaded his merit, in having Ges 

it ſo long; and. ſaid all that an artful de- 

ſigning heart, inſpired by ſuch a one, could 

dictate: preſſing her to indulge his deſires, 
in a manner that alarm'd her innocence. 

She 
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She burſt into tears, complain'd of the 
affront in the bittereſt terms; and when ſhe 
found this did not avail to check his teme- 
rity, ſhe proceeded: to threats, proteſting 
ſhe would make Mrs. Goodall e RE 
| Ha proceedings. 


He affected to turn all ſhe ſaid on that 
head into ridicule, and laughing, anſwer'd, 
What power do you imagine, my dear 

girl, my aunt. has to centroul my 
actions? and though I muſt - confeſs, I 
© have made a private reſolution againſt 


entering into the marriage ſtate, my aunt 


* knows too much of the world, to expect 
I ] ſhould lead a life of celibacy ; nor can 
- © ſhe be at all ſurpris'd I ſhould purſue the 
methods I take, to procure | myſelf the 
« pleaſure of ſuch an agreeable companion 
Jas you, my dear. I love you to diſtrac- 
tion, and would do all in my power to 
21 Anu life agreeable to you. I propoſe, a 

you ſhould have the ſame command in 
C. "ay houſe, and over my fervants, and be 
+ treated in every reſpect as my wife. In- 
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* deed, my dear girl, I would deſire: you 
to partake of every enjoyment that title 
might claim, | excluſive of the name. 
But for many reaſons, it is utterly in- 
convenient ſor me to enter into bonds 
at preſent. I will preſent you with a 
carte blanche; write your own terms, 
and be they what they will, I will with 
infinite pleaſure, ſubſcribe to them.“ ' 


* 


e 


This explicit declaration of the baro- 
net's diſhonourable intentions, threw Miſs 
Wellers into a violent paſſion of tears; 
from which, however, ſhe recover'd in a 
few moments, and with a dignity, the 
inſeparable companion of virtuous inno- 
cence, reply'd: , 


. "Your e n Sir Win 
gave me no room to ſuſpect that ſo baſe 
a deſign lurk'd under it; on the contrary 
it had prejudiced me in your favour, and 
_ * rais'd ſentiments in my mind, which 
time, and a perſeverance in, might pro- 
* bably have improved into what you then 
- ſeem'd to deſire. But the declaration you 
Ar L now 


* e 


- 


5 


* 
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now have thought proper to make, has 
totally eradicated every favourable ſenti- 
© ment of you; and I know not, whether 
© my diſdain of "ſuch ungenerous propo- 
fals, or of the perſon that has made 
them, is greateft, But be aſſur'd, Sir 
Harry, 41 contemn them both ſincerely; 


+. © and the only reparation I deſire for the 


* injurious treatment I have receivid, is 


c that you will quit this room, and WIE” 


me to the juſt grief which your unge · 
* nerous e has occaſi on'd. er 


JL 


I ſhall: obey you, PT IN anfiver'd 
the baronet, though with the utmoſt 
concern, that [ have by the violence of 

© paſſion incurr'd your diſpleaſure, But 
before you mention this converſation to 
Mrs. Goodall, I adviſe you to reflect, 
© whether ſhe will deem it a ſuitable re- 
turn to the favours you have indeed juſt- 
ly merited from her, to endeavour to 
make a breach between her, and ſo near 
* a relation; for I ſolemnly proteſt, if my 
$ aunt ſhould pretend to interfere in any 
2 * 3 to my conduct, I will ne- 
9 


* 


* 
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ver converſe with her more. As to the 
reſolution I made againſt marriage, it 
was but temporary; and I am aot cer- 
tain that I ſhall fo ſtrictiy adhere to 1 
as I intimated.” KEE LS 


R K @ * 


* 


The coach at that inſtant driving up to 
the gate, Sir Harry quitted the young lady 
abruptly, wy ene, for her reply: 


The moment 2 was Rae: ſhe faſten d 
the door; and began to reflect on what 
had paſſed. The cruel diſappointment 
ſhe had met with, joined to the diſgrace- 
ful propoſals Sir Harry had made, ,threw 
her into agitations much like thoſe ſhe 
had experienced in the cloſet at Chelſea. 
Her greateſt perplexity, was how ſhe ſhould 
conduct herſelf, without giving offence. to 
the family, or the maſter. of it the leaſt 
notion that ſhe had not the utmoſt deteſta- 
tion of ſuch an offenſive behaviour, 


_ fr, ſhe thought of ſending down 
for Mrs. Goodall, and revealing the whole 
affair to her; but, as ſhe knew the ex- 
|  treme 
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treme affection that lady had for her ne- 

. | Phew, ſhe dreaded to give her ſo much 
pain; and the intimation he gave her, 
made her fear by that means ſhe ſhould 
cauſe an irreparable breach, and occaſion 

2a a diſturbance in a family, where ſhe was 
entertained with great SN 


| She, therefore, drop'd that thought. 
And having fervently petition'd the pro- 
tection of that power that was abundant- 
ly able to defend her againſt the machi- 
nations of the ſubtileſt enemy, ſhe com- 
poſed herſelf, -and went down ſtairs. 


Lady Dumiel, as ſoon ſhe ſaw her, 
call'd out, Dear Miſs Wellers, I'm ſorry 
* we could not have the pleaſure of your 
© company in the viſit we have been mak- 
ing; for, ſure, ſuch a figure as my 
couſin Allgrave, muſt have diverted you. 


© Really,” added Sir Andrew, * ſhe 

* look'd as if ſhe came out of Noah's ark.” 
Her dreſs, and whole appearance, had 
© indeed ſomething ſo antedeluvian in it, 
conti- 
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(continued his lady) that it was with 
great difficulty I could compoſe my 
« countenance at her approach. She very 
6 Ka wins ſaluted and congratulated 
me: then, out of her abundant gene- 
; roſy preſented me with an old caudle 
cup, to grace, my ſide-board, as ſhe 
ſaid. I was obliged to accept it, for 
fear of affronting her. It will ſerve. 
the houſe-keeper for a ſugar diſh,” Upon 
which ſhe ſhowed it to * Wellers. 


* 


Sir Andrew, taking hold of it with his 
finger and thumb, as cautiouſly as. it had 
been full of ſcalding lead, called out, 
Oh hideous! was ever ſuch a thing ſeen? 
Pray, what are theſe figures that are en- 

© praved? the Roman Fathers, or te 
« Grecian, Cæſars? 


' His lady reply'd, * Fie, Sir Andrew, 
they are the four evangeliſts.” | 


6A Very queer, old faſhion'd gentlemen, 
upon my virtue!“ anſwer'd he, © how- 
* ever, Iam glad the old lady inform'd us 
F | 6, of : 


A 


— e — od eee oar—__ 1 — — a "me a — > - 
: 7 | 
| * 
1 
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© But, Ae, A 


a 60 50 v of 
* of the uſe of this thing; otherwiſe I 


* ſhould have conceiv'd from the make, 
it had been a utenſil of another nature.. 


s Lok 17 word,” ſaid Mrs. Goodall, 

you are both very ungrateful. Mrs. 
* Allgrave intended this preſent as a proof 
of her good will: beſides, -I muſt think, 
© the very antiquity-of it renders it accept- 
able; and as it is a piece of plate valued 
by your anceſtors, you ought not to ridi- 
© cule the old lady's kindnefs.” 


© Hang it!“ anſwer d lady Dumiel, if 
© ſhe had a mind to oblige one, could not 
© ſhe have found ſomethiing more agree- 
* able? A piece of china, indeed, I ſhould 
© have valued, which is the only thing 
6 that is to be eſteemed for i its antiquity. 


"I Your ladyſhip,” reply'd Sir Andrew, 


© has pitch'd upon the quite right thing. 


* Town 1 have a paſſion for china, and 
« think nothing that is old can 15 tolera- 


| 1 


* 
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- 41 obſerved a good deal, ſaid his lady, 
0 chat ſhe ſeem'd not to know what to do 
„with. Then turning to Mrs. Goodall, 


AI beg, madam, you would not take any 


notice to her of our jokes; for I am de- 
termined to viſit her frequently, in order 
to admire her china. Then T propoſe 
making a point bed; and (tis very pro- 
. 
4 


bable, as her wardrobe has not been di- 
miniſh'd ſince the reign of queen Eli- 
zabeth, I may compliment her out of a 
piece or two.” 


If ſhe parts with any, returned Mrs: 
Goodall, ©*tis-more than you deſerve. But, 
though I don't approve of your conver- 
* ſation upon this topic, K ſhall not _ 
it, you may be certain.“ 


All this time, Sir Harry never made his 
appearance; nor did he enter the room, 
till ſupper was ſerved up, when he ſcarcely 
lifted his eyes from his plate; and though 
he was a proficient in the art of diſſimu- 
lation, he could not conceal his chagrin 
| 6 from 
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from the penetration of Mrs. Goodall; 


who began to rally him on the rardineſs of 
the — mail. | 


He N a little 1 that he 
neither expected or deſired news from 
abroad. After this he made many efforts 
to conceal his uneaſineſs, and to appear 
gay and diſengaged, as uſual; but they 
were unavailing, and nothing could be 
more taſteleſs and inſipid than his conver- 
ſation the whole evening. * 


Nor is this change in a man of his re- 


- puted wit, to be wonder'd at at ſuch a junc- 
ture, ſince conſcious guilt has the property 


of cauſing ſuch an effect wherever it 
touches. 


The morning after, at breakfaſt, Word- 
fall came running into the room, Bleſs 


me, ladies! I have a ſurpriſing piece of 


inelegance, to acquaint you with.“ 


What doſt mean ?* ſaid her lady, 


Oh 


— 
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Oh, mem, would your la'ſhip think it? 
* Miſs Patty Searls is married this morn- 


ing, to the gentleman that danced with 
her at the laſt aſſembly.” 


* Impoſlible l cry'd Mrs. Goodall. I 
don't think Mr. Searls would conſent.” 


Fes indeed, mem! he did, for he was 
her godfather, and gave her away, as 
John ſays, who ſaw them come out of 
church. And the bridegroom, no doubt, 
is a man of conſequency, for they ſay he is 


« as fine as a prince! and they ſay there is 
* to be a ball too! 


Oh, no ue of it anſwer'd lady 
Dumiel. 


This wedding furniſh'd the ladies with 
converſation till the time of dreſſing. 


= 


About an hour before dinner, whilſt 
Mrs. Goodall was engaged in ſome pri- 
vate diſcourſe with lady Dumiel, Miſs 


Wellers return d to her drefling- en. and 
was 


f 
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was ruminating on the diſreſpectful beha- 
viour of Sir Harry, when ſhe was diſ- 


turbed by the ſound of a man's voice in 
an adjoining chamber ; and liſtening at- 
tentively, ſhe overheard the following dia- 
logue, between Valiere and Wordſall. 


The firſt ſpeech ſhe heard diſtinctly, 
came from the valet, in theſe words. © I 


© © would not vor the varle perſuade you 


© to tis ting, var I not vell aſſure of Sar 
* Arry's generoſity. Oh! he be var no- 
© ble! var generous! var he plaiſe, and 
he be ſo in love vor madame Veller, tat 
* I do pity him, from my art! and he 
* canno. perſuade the lady to regard his no- 


© ble affection; vor vitch raiſon he make 


me one propoſe, to ſteal her from his 


_ © tante;; and all you fall do, is vor to re- 
C ceive the' lady and I, at your Pappa 
© houſe.” 


Wordſall reply'd, Sir, I perfectly un- 
derſtand you, and wou'd be ready to 
grant Sir Harry any favour; but you 
0 * Sir, reputation is a very nn . 
"om 3 
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point; and as well as I approve Sir Harry, 


* nay as well as I approve. your gentility, 


< I would not run myſelf into any prelimi- 
* naries, that may call my reputation in 
£ queſtion, which I have always obſerved 


_ © with extreme caution. Now, if I ſhould 


deſire my papa to harbour a kept mif- 
« treſs, it may caſt an odegem on my whole 
family; then, as it will happen on a Sa- 


< turday night, I don't thing you can be 
© ſo privacy as you would chuſe, for my 
papa has always a vaſt recourſe of gen- 


tlemen who come to be ſhaved againſt 


Sunday; and then there is a great probity 


© he will not agree to it. Oh madam! I 


ave no fear but monſieur your pappe 


« vill ſee the honour Sar Airy make 
bim, and as to your repute I vill 
« proclam it before de varle and de dia- 
ble; if you be cruel to deny me tis 
+ Teetle trifle I ſall tink you are reſolve to 
„ kill your ſlave. Sar Arry preſent a you 


© with tis purſe and tirty guinea, his de- 
© fire only tat you will write one leerle bil- 


1 lit à monſieur your pappa, only tat he be 
« prepare to receive me ànd de lady vor 
C one night, vor I fall ſet out vor Lon- 


Vor. I. ö 


. 
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dre next it day, and from Londre a Thames: 
vere Sar Arry vill meet me; allons, mon 
+  '* bel ange l bleſs me vith your reply. 
Oh Sir? anſwer'd Wordſ (> * your maſ- 
ter's honour and you, habe both ſuch 
< inſinulating tongues, that hoe. is no re- 
ſiſting your elegance! tell Sir Harry, 1 
& acerpt his genteel preſent, and will write 
to my papa directly. But you never 
told me ho you propoſed to ſteal the 
< Jady.—Oh madame! I fall ave one 
4, maſque, and Monſieur Damelick vil ave 
one auſſi, and as ve be vell arm, ve vill 
rob de coach, ven Madame Goodall ſet 
out, and ſo take de lady and earry 0 
* to your pappa houſe.” 


"MiB Wellers was in too great a con- 
ſternation at this diſcovery, to attend 
to their converſation any longer, had 
at continued; but Worqdſall hearing the 


ſound of her lady's bell, was obliged to WE | 


drop. it, leaving Miſs Wellers under the 
moſt terrifying apprehenſions. She feared 
if ſhe revealed what ſhe heard to her guar- 

_ .dian, theſe mercenary wretches would deny 
all they had ſaid, and as ſhe had no wit- 


neſſts, ſhe * it would be better to 
. cConceal 


\ 
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conceal it, till ſhe got out of the houſe. - 
Sir Harry took leave of the family, and 

expreſſed great concern, that he was 


prevented from attending the ladies part. of 
— their way home. A very unlucky affair !* 


faid he, obliges me to ſet out for Dover, 
© to meet a friend who is going abroad, 
and has wrote to me in the moſt preſſing 
« terms, to come and take a laſt adieu of 
o him there, as he may not de able to re- 
< turn for ſome years, if ever.” | 


This apology was. accepted by Mrs. 


Goodall. Miſs Wellers, with a trembling - 
heart, ſaw him depart; as ſhe did not doubt 


but his journey was in purſuance of the 


frightful ſcheme which ſhe had overheard. 
Whenever Mrs. Goodall mention'd ſett- 
ing out for home, ſhe obſerved an altera- 
tion in the countenance of her young friend z _ 


and at laſt, ſhe aſked her if any wins alarm- 


ed her? 


Upon which ſhe wept, and ſaid, I 
am really aſham'd of confeſſing my weak- 
© neſs, but I have ſuch a notion we ſhall 
© be'robbed on our return, that I cannot 
get it out of my head.. Pooh l' an- 
LEES ſwered 
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ſwered Mrs, Goodall, How ſhould ſuch 
* a fancy come into your head? for my 
part, I am under no apprehenſions of 
that nature. Sir Andrew complaiſantly 
offer'd any of his ſervants to attend them 
as a guard, if ſhe thought Mrs. Goodall's 


Were not ſufficient. 


Her guardian's eaſe upon this occaſion, 
did not afford any to Miſs Wellers, who, 
as they were to ſet out next day, paſſed the 
night in a very diſagreeable fituation, 


CHAP. XII. 


Ta which Sir Harry makes anather viſit to 
his aunt, upon an extraordinary occaſion. | 


N the morning, when the ladies were 
to depart, Sir Andrew inſiſted on their 
accepting a ſtout coachman, and one of his 
grooms, for a guard; which reinforcement 
gave Miſs Wellers great joy, hoping theſe 
men, added to her guardian's retinue, would 
He able to defend her. 


Thus prepared, they ſet forward, and 
meeting with, no attack, when they got to 


Stamford, Mrs, Goodall diſcharg'd Sir An- 
drew s ſervants from attending her; for hav- 
e * 
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ing made a ſtrict enquiry at the inn, ſhe 
was told there had not been a robbery com- 

. mitted in thoſe parts a great while, and at 
that ſeaſon. of the year no body imagined 

there was any probability of ſuch a dan- 
ger. However, as the found her ward's 

fears were not removed, ſhe did not ac- 
quaint her with the return of Sir Andrew's. 
ſervants. They proceeded on their journey 
without moleſtation, till they were within 
eight miles of their home, when the coach- 
man was commanded to halt, by rwo men 
in vizard maſks. They were preſenting 
their piftols at the coach-door, juſt as three 
other perſons rode up, who undauntedly 
joined Mrs. Goodall's ſervants. Upon this, 
the rogues clapp'd ſpurs, and made off - 
12 ſpeed. 


© Follow 'em, my boys!“ ſaid one of 
the laſt comers to his comrades. * Neck - 
or nothing ;* then turning to the ladies, 
he accoſted them, with, I hope you an't 
much frightned with thoſe raggamuffins.“ 
They recovering a little, at the ſound of 
the voice look'd up, and perceived they 
were indebted to honeſt Jack Shooter 


for ſo ſeaſonable a deliverance. Mrs. 
| 1 Go d- 


ä . 8 N 
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Goodall returned him a thouſand. thanks; 
and Miſs Wellers was pouring forth her 
| ES e when he. interrupted 
her, Nay, nay ! you need not make 
«* ſo many ſpeeches, for I ſhould have 
done what I did, for any body elſe. 


| © ] was not quite certain whoſe coach 


it was 3 but now I will guard you ſafe 
« home. I have ſent Tim Hazel and 
Nick Twigger after the rogues; and 
I'll warrant they will give a good ac- 
count of them: though I muſt. needs 
© ſay, they are plaguy well mounted; and I 
© ſhould have liked to have had a nearer view 
of their beaſts. I am ſorry. for the poor 
« gentleman that loſt em, for out of doubt 
they are ſtolen, and twou'd vex a man to 
< the heart, to loſe two ſuch fine creatures. 
Then looking hard at Miſs Wellers, 
Why, Miſs,” ſaid the ſquire, don't be 
ſo daunted! have a good heart! IL'Il war- 


-+ rant ll take care of you. But if you 


think. I an't man enough for you, Pll 
call at the crown, i take two or three 
ſtout drovers with us.“ The ladies much 
* of this propoſition. | 9 


When Jack . at the public: houſe 
he 
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he had mention'd, he deſired them to taſte 
honeſt Madewell's ſherry, aſſuring them it 
was the beſt in twenty miles round; but 
begg d they would not take his word for it. 
The ladies complied with his requeſt, 


and having refreſh'd themſelves, the fquire 


and the drovers conducted them ſafe to 


Mrs. Goodall's houſe, when Jack took 
leave of them without alighting, promi- 
ſing to bring them ſome account of the 
rogues in the morning. 


As ſoon as he was gone, Mik Wellers 
burſt into tears, and ſaid, ſhe knew but 
too well who they were. This declaration 
amazed her good guardian, who immedi- 
ately called out, What do you mean, my 
dear ?* Miſs Wellers, then related the di- 
alogue that paſſed between nen and 
Wordfall. 


Mrs. Goodall e greatly kite 
during the recital. And after a long pauſe, 
faid, with ſome vehemence, No! it can 
© never bez my nephew is not capable of 


« contriving ſo baſe a ſcheme ; you certain- 
ly miſuriderſtood the falſe Engliſh of the : 


| Done, and the nenſenſe the” other. I 


M4 . - | 
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. ©. hope, my dear, you do not from your 
heart imagine Sir Harry Wilſmore would 
< perpetrate ſo villainous an action. 


I cannot truly judge,” anfwer'd the 
_ young lady, what Sir Harry is capable 
of doing; but I am certain, from his late 
behaviour, I have had no reaſon to think 
* favourably of his actions. 


Well ' faid Mrs. Goodall, © this affair 
* ſhall be enquired into; and if I find, he 
can make ſuch talents as he is endow'd 

with, ſubſervient to purpoſes ſo unbe- 
coming a chriſtian, or even a man of 

* moral honeſty, 1 ſhall deſpiſe his qualifi- 
_ © cations, and prefer thoſe of the meaneſt 
«* peaſants now toiling in the harveſt-field. 
I will write to him to-morrow, and de- 


1 * fire him either to acquit himſelf of this 


© charge, or never more come under my 


roof.“ This converſation laſted till they 
went to reſt, 


Next day, early, Mrs. Goodall diſpatch- 

ed a meſſenger, with a letter to Sir Harry. 

And ſoon after, Jack Shooter came to en- 

| aul the ladies were, after their fright. _ 
1 


— 
— — 


— ID. 
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He ſaid, he was very much vex'd, that 
his companions could not ' overtake the 


rogues ; but they had broken their horſes - 
wind in a fruitleſs purſuit. Adding, © 1 


* would not grudge the primeſt gelding in 
my ſtable, to bring ſuch raſcals to law.” 


The ladies exprefled ſuitable. acknow- L: 


ledgments for his care, and he left them. 
Mrs. Goodall defired Miſs Wellers would 
not communicate her ſuſpicions of Sir 
Harry to Miſs Burton, or any one: And 
that young lady, aſſured her ſhe would 
not. | | 


The meſſenger Mrs. Goodall had fent . 
to Sir Harry, return'd the day after, with 
the baronet's compliments; and he ſhould 
do himſelf the honour of waiting on Mrs. 
Goodall, in a few days, when he hoped 
to give a ſatisfactory reply to the contents 
of her letter. Miſs: Wellers hearing this, 
begg'd her gaurdian would permit her to 
paſs a few days with Miſs Shooter, as ſhe had 
been often invited there; for ſhe ſhould not 


chuſe to be at home when Sir Harry came. 


Mrs. Goodall conſented, and the lady ſet 
forth, She was ſcarcely enter d Topewell- 


Hall, before Sir Harry arrived at his aunt's. - 


a : a * R 
* . 
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After the frfeGlutaticarmere over, he en- 
quired for Miſs Wellers, and was inform'd 


ſhe was gone out for ſome days. He expreſ- 


ſed ſome concern at her abſence, as he ſaid he 
ſhould have been glad to have cleared him · 
ſelf of the ſuſpicion he found ſhe entertain- 
ed, ſo derogatory to his honour.— * How- 
ever, continued © he, © ſince I have div- 
© ed into the affair, I am leſs ſurpriſed 
© at the lady's apprehenſions. For, ma- 
dam, in the emotion your aſtoniſhing 
epiſtle occafion'd, I ſent for my valet 
into my library, and locking the door, 

* preſented the point of my ſword to 
© his breaſt, and by threats, brought him 
to a confeſſion of his villainous plot. I 
-- committed it to paper, and obliged him to 
< fien it, after he had taken a ſolemn oath: 
of the truth of every circumſtance, 
which you, madam, may find in this,“ 
preſenting a paper to his aunt. The purport 
of which was, an acknowledgment from 


Valiere, that he, in concert with Sir An- 


drew's valet, had formed a deſign of robb- 
ing Mrs. Goodall on her return; but ſo- 
lemnly proteſted, Sir Harry Wilſmore was 
ignorant of his intentions. That he had 
long made Wordſall privy to all his tranſ- 
1 15 actions, 


" 
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actions, and was acquainting her with his 
ſcheme, when he heard Miſs Wellers move 
in the dreſſing- room. And conjecturing 


2863 


ſhe had overheard part of it, he then made 


uſe of his maſter's name, and framed the 
ſtory exactly as Mrs. Goodall had wrote 
it to Sir Harry; in caſe, if he was detected, 
the lady ſhould imagine he was executing 
his maſter's orders, and be willing to part 
with any thing rather than be carried 
away. 5 | 


When Mrs. Goodall hag read thus far,, 
© ] am aſtoniſh'd,* ſaid ſhe, * at the fel- 
_ © low's impudence and folly, in daring, 
to make uſe of your name to colour, 
his execrable intentions! He might i ima · 
gine, if Miſs Wellers did oyer-hear him, 
© ſhe would reveal the affair, and have you; 
© puniſh him according to the heinouſneſs, 
« of the offence.— That was my very, 
c thought, anſwer'd the baronet, © and 
* what I told the villain. His reply was, 
_ © he did not think the lady would have 
- © the courage to mention it, whilſt un- 
der the ſame roof with me; and when 
© his attempt had ſucceeded, he did not care. 


if it came out, for he he; geopolert making 
off 
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off with his booty for Bologne. My order- 
© ing the raſcal to pack up ſome apparel for 
my journey that very morning, and my 
© mentioning the ſummons I received from 
Dover, he owned, furniſhed him with 
* this expedient. Jt was very impolitic i in 
© you, madam, to take any notice before 
© Wordfall, of the money you were to 

receive at Mrs. Allgrave's; for I believe 
©. the report of that has occaſion'd all this 

< vexation, and cauſed my honour to be 
reflected on, in very ignominious terms. 
© But if what J have produced, and what 
© Thave farther to alledge in my defence, 
© does not clear me in the opinion of Kan | 
© and Miſs Wellers, by all that's 
© Hold, Sir Harry!” interrupted the dy,” 
No oaths, I beſeech you !* Madam your 
< pardon; but 1 ſhall certainly ſtab the 
© villain at my return, for I have him con- 
c fined i in my own houſe.” 


24 1 bes; Sir Harry,” reply'a his aunt, 
© you would not be raſh. Valiere is a 


« villain, and I think you would do right 
© to ſend him into his native country: 
© not but he deſerves puniſhment ; yet 

: 1 hope the poor wretch may ge and 


« repent.” 
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£ repent.'—* I hope, then, madam, you are 
4 — . of my innocence, as to this black 
« affair, and how cruelly I have been aſ- 


« not, the fellow's life ſhall pay for the 
injury my honour has ſuſtained.” | 


Mrs. Goodall, fearing the conſequence 
of his warmth, - told him the acquitted 

him as to this plot. But ſaid, © you have 
certainly offended Miſs Wellers, Sir 


Harry, though 1 cannot e to ſay 
by what means. K 


N I am ſorry for chat, madam,” anſwer d 
the baronet, I never intentionally gave 


« perſed; for.I ſolemnly proteſt, if you are 


< her any offence. But I have remark d 


* ſhe is a lady of great form; and per- 
< haps, as I ſometimes rattle, and don't al - 
* ways think before I ſpeak, ſhe may have 
* miſtaken my careleſſneſs for rudeneſs : 
or, may be, the indifference ſhe may 
« imagine I have ever ſhewn to her perſon, 
has a little piqued her. I believe you 
+ will own, tis very common for a young 
< woman to entertain higher ideas of her 
« perſonal merit, than can be conceived by 
an impartial obſerver : and though Miſs 
8 < Wellers 


„ ere 1 
Sas has many accompliſhinerits, 1 
* have perceived the is not quite exempt 
from this in- born weakneſs of her ſex. 
Since I am not to have the pleaſure of 
paying my devoirs to the lady, I beg, . 
madam, you would do me the favour 
© to ſhew her Valiere's confeſſion. You 
* may farther inform her of my intentions 
„ f ſending that wretch out of the na- 
** tion at my feturn, and that I ſhall in- 
ſiſt on lady Dumiel's diſcharging her im- 
© pertinent woman. And if T1 am fo un- 
© fortunate as to have incurred her diſ- 

<, pleaſure through inadvertency, I obſe- 
« quieuſly demand her pardon, and beg 
* it may be forgotten. | e 


e Goodall d be. Nit Wel- 
lers ſnould be made 8 with all 
.he had faid. | ; 


But, Sir Harry,” added the lady, * you 
can never have been at Dover, ſure, and 
* return'd ſo ſoon. What prevented your 

journey? © Madam,” anſwered he, you 
© know I'm very expeditious i in all my un- 
< dertakings of that nature; but I have not 


* been at Dover. I ſet out, indeed with 
* that 


e 


he 
! 4 N 


. that intent, and arrived in town» by 


my houſe; and as the affair that occaſi- 
oned my friend's i intention of travelling, 
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< twelve, the night 1 parted with. you at 


< was a duel, which he-fear'd would be at- | * | . 


< tended with fatal - conſequences, as he 
left his antagoniſt in a deſperate condi- 
tion, the- firſt thing I did when I got 
to town (late as it was) was to ſend for 


the ſurgeon that attended the wounded © 


«. gentleman, in order to learn from him 


the condition he was in. He gave me 4 


< the ſatisfaction to underſtand, the caſe 

* was by no meins dangerous; and that 
© his patient (who was indeed the aggreſ- 
< ſor) finding himſelf ſo much better than 
_ © he expected, had ſent to enquire after 
* my friend, to inform him that his wounds 
© were not mortal, and to beg him not to 
leave England ſo abrupdy. This intelli- 


< gence exceſſively rejoiced me, and I diſ- 


« patched a meſſenger poſt to him at Dover, 
© to give him this agreeable information, 
and to invite him to my houſe till the 


< affair is a little blown over; and I expect 


< to find him there at my return,” 
BS 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Goodall having expreſſed h PP diſ- 
approbation of duelling, pretty much in 
Sir Richatd Steele's terms, ſhe turn'd the 
diſcourſe on the new- married pair, who 
Sir Harry faid, were ſoon to leave his 
Houſe for Sir Andrew's ſeat, and when they 
were gone, he propoſed going to paſs the 
remainder of the ſummer in Worceſter- 
ſhire : and conſequently he ſhould have no 
opportunity of waiting on Mrs. Goodall 
any more till ſhe came to town for the win- 
ter. He then bid his aunt adieu for that 


- night. 9 Wt 55 
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